
PRESBYTERIANISM IN BRITISHI COLUMBIA.

P REVIOUS to tie discovery of gold in the sand bars of t1ue
Fraser River, about thirty years ago, this, then reinote and

ahinost inaccessable part of the Continent, -%vas littie knowvn except
to a fewv traders and the servants of thiat great pioncer of civiliza-
tion in Britishi Ainerica--the lludson's Bay Comnpany. At that
time white settiers were found only in tlie near vicinity of the
company's trading posts scattered at longer or shorter distances
both on the înainland and Vancouver Island. In addition to thu
reguar staff of officers and. servants to be found at each of its
trading posts, the conmpany, with the view of cultivating consitlcr-
able tracts of good agricultural land in the vicinity of Port
Victoria., whiehi forînied the nucleus of the presenit beautiful and
prosperous city of that name, and of opening up the rich, coal
mines at Fort Rupert and Nanaimo, broughit out on ternis of several
year's engagrement, a large number of immigrants composed of
practical farîners and niiners, a large proportion of thesia as well, as,
chief officers and other servants of the conîpany, were Scotch. It
is a sonîewhiat curions and remarkzable fact that althougrh Scotchi-
men are founid occupying, ini suchi large nunibers, t113 most prominent
positions in the management of the va.t business of this great
trading coinpany, that the practice lias invariably been to appoint
Episcopal clergymen as its chaplains to niniister to the spiritual
wants, both of its einployees and colonists. This was the case in
British Columbia as well as in the Red River country. The coin-
pany's first chaplain w'as the Rev. Mr. Stains, a mnan of earnlest
piety, and apostolie zeal, who, it appears like the early Episcopal

inisinaresto Rupert's Land, wisely respected the conscientious
convictions of his Scottisli parishioners. Af ter laboring in the
colony for a numnber of years lie perishied by thc vessel on which.
lie was% returning to England, beingr wrecked and go ing to the bottoin
of the Pacifie. Rie wvas followed soon afterwards 'by tlic Rev.
Edwvard Cridge, a nan of siinilar epirit, wvho continued for a nuim-
ber of years like his predecessor, to supply the spiritual -wants of
aIl the Protestants in the colony. The absence of any other service
thian that of the E piscopal dhurch liad the usual efet of lcading
a considerable, nuinber of Scottisli and Irisli Presbyterians to seek


