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to deal withi it if hie had desired to do so. Whatcver the pro-
cess w~as fromi the scientific point of view, the wvriter's only
thoughit is. regarding the moral or religious significance of :lhe
fact that variouis languages hiad corne to exist, and his teaching
on that point is the only thing wve have any righit to consider.
To iniake inii an authority on the scientific question is a thing
of wvhichi lie himself neyer would have dreained. He would
no doubt hiave proniptly repudiated. it liad it been suggested
to him.

By a curious perversity of mind on tixe part of both theo-
logians and scientists the religious truthi intended to be set
forth in the story lias been verv largely overlooked. It lias.
not been discerned simplv becatse it lias not been inquirect.
for. It lias not been souglit for siniply because miost peopleC
are ever disposcd to, occupy themnselves with Rtie letter rather
thai xvithi the spirit, îvith- the lowver questions rather than withi
the higlier. Whien men are in. pursuit of religious truth it is
too often the case that almost anv small crame will be suffi-
cient to cross the scent, and divert them, froiii their proper
quest Wheèn ive set ourselves .seriously to find out the religi-
ous, teacluing here meant to, be conveyed, there is no great diffi-
culty about it. In brief, it is simonlv this, that God did iiot
approve of the formation of one great world-kingdom and used
the diversitv of languages to, prevent it.

Let us look at this a. Iittle more in detail.
ThatGod did not approve of the formation of one greatworld-

kingdomn is very clear fromi the wvhole trend of the story. 'r7heý
plan of the builders of the Towvex of Babel was to> make themi-
selves 2anie and to prevent thettiselves irom being scattered
abroad upon the face of the whule earthi. The frustration of*
thEir plan meant that fixe Lord did " scatter them abroad upon
the face'of ail the eartli.» They becarne broken tip into separate
nationalities and dwelt apairt from each other. The reasons.
for this divine policy have been %%idely misunderstood or ig-
izcred. I the Greek mythology we have the parallel story of
the wvar of lieaven against the Titans, and there the attitude


