e

30 THE O. A. C. REVIEW.,

e ————m

—-— -

Cerrespondsnee *

é Gondributed
» An' Q)"fiaﬁ"{)bf.‘ﬂa@ao
$337833380585088882022223239333333312333222383232323332113333000%

Our f.anguage.

Pesrsrcaseses-teene

In thic present agze when fife i< at sucly i cash that there is just
timne enough to breathe in fultilling onr daily mocations, not much
Aattemion is given by the avernge cltizen to refinement of thought
and Iangage.  This fact is foreed upon us more and more vach

day as we look at our daily journals or fisten to the speech of the !

ordinary business man.  Who cares, for instance, how Lesatiful
and correct an adventisement appears as long as it raveals the
truth or obtrides the trith before the evecof alll And sty is
there <o littlein st mereadvertisement? Appareatly not, {or soume
Jarge business fiouces have buailt up their name and fortune by
judicions pleasing, and beamtifuliy expressed hanguage in news.
papers. 1 this be teae then in the most tritling aifaies i< it not
mucl, wmore <0 in our perindical literature? I we uadersiand the
position of our periodicals it i< 10 clucate the people, and no
merely this, but 1o do so in a pleasine manners <l anicles ap-
pear befure us constantly which may contrioute largely to our
mirth amd cven ~tir our intellect, aet they are often marred by
Iangange ungranpnatically expressed and by thoughis written in
a cour<e and climsy wav,

Arc we writing to pleace or instiuct, or are we tryving to foree
ounsclies on the public, connling naturiety and <o revealing
strongly  the Iowness of aur natures? Do we not know that the
hest of cversthing is «ure to laa longest? Compare the work< of
Abrabam Cowley with samcof our 192h century noveliste, Have
we the depih af thoughy, beauty of fanguage and purity of speceh
in the hatter that we prsscssin the former?  Wefeared not. How
then did he and how shall we obtain this purity of thougint and
beamty of speacki? BBy yroing to richust store< of litemtore and by
spurning the irivial ieash poured forth every day as language 106
valgar, crnde, and unchaste for the developing of the intellecianal
mind. Perhaps no line of literature hac <uffered <o much in im-
purity of Inngutge by this is meant violation of ciymotogy and
cbrrectness (purity) of speech-—as fiction. Science has been chane
pioncd hy our ablest and best oducated men. Natice lachs
Geatoge,Dr, Carpenter’s Meatal Phy siology, Huxley's Phgsiology,
or Darwin's works.

Would science have the hnld on the public mind which it hzsm
present i€ it literature had been of an inferier Mind?  Must cer.
tainly not, for its devotees would he filled with disgust snd readily
give up the study. .

Lt us then at all times advocate foftiness and purity of specch,
and if we xre at a loss for 2 guide what better book can we have
than the grand old Bible, a book recognized by all crities of litera.
wire as the finest work in our English tongue.

Perey Mas,

Progress of Life a_r'\_(ii Length of Geological
m

We arc now assured through the rescarches of eminent »cient.
ists that the time intervening, between the period when the carth
was in a ncbular statc 1o where authentic history beging, was of
almost immcasurable length.  Many no doubt will ask what
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uu:n through fony years of researeh and study have accumulated
evidence which goes 10 prove that the earth has pacsed through
several different stuges of development and changes that are
clearly defined in lavers of rocks, which are by some termed “the
cternal leaves of history.” By these leaves, or the rock massex
of which 1hey are composed, we are enabled to judye time with a
fair amount of accurney by comparing them with a rock  di<in-
teggration and ~0il formation within the period embraced in man's,
histary,  Among the most notable of these are the Niagara FFalls
and the Coral reefs,  “The former has wmade goryge »ix miles in
tength, which, at the present rate of retrogression, vir:  One foot
per seur, would tahe 31,000 years to accomplish,  But this does
not give usa very stisfactory answer ta die question of tite, for
cridences ancforthcoming to prove that the water of the greatlakes
wentout by way of the Mississippi River, %o that at same period
long awo there must have been an immense rift in the rock
through which the St. Lawrence now flows, and only <ince then
would the Niagara act as< a gauge of time, )

We have still anather register in which is recorded the o idence
of centurics, vir: The Coural recls, the mate of whose increase is
about one-sixteenth of an inch per vear.  Thethickness that <ome
of these have atthined is 2.oo0 feets therefore, st the present rate
of inceciee, it wonld take 3N vears for them to accumulate,
That tiwese are fairdy accurate we may judge from the fact that the
yreat depression or the sex bottomns and the clevated Likes or con-
tinents have always maintained mach the same porition which thev
fnow accupy,

Tive record of time ws deciphered in the rocks by that eminent
woientist, Sir W Thompeon, is 100,000,000 of _\.c:n\, which no
doubt i< accurate enongh for all andisary parposes,

1 have omitted the rock layers considering that vou would
Jeews them hard subjecis. Next let us consider what has been
adduced 1o substantiste our heading, viz: <Fhe © Progress of
Lite.”  Tie first Tife or gerur is thought o have originated in the
Archean aze. or the beginning of the Palcozic, nud was of the
ment simple form. The Rhdropad, the fint among animals,
without laubs, withont any sense bevond the general sense
f fecling, uo stamack, uo respimzony system, nothing, but a mere
prataplasmic tma<<s such, we have reason to believe wac the bee
Linniugg of life, from thi< small beginning we can note the gradual
levelopment or progrese of life, from 1he one celled Rhirzapod up
through long ages in <uccessive periade during which different
creatures held sway 1o the presemt, whiere we find man, the last
timit to which the law of cephalization can be curried in the svse
wem of life.  Condeneation anteriorly and abbreviation poslcrio.rlv
is the law of all pragress in cmbryonic development.  Thus man
<tamds at the head of all vertchrates in baving only the posterior
limbs required for locomotion, the anterdor having higher uses,
viz.: the worship of his God, and alse in having the hoead most
compacted in structure and brought into the least compass cone
dstent with the amount of brain.  “The Wea of svatem in all
<ructure and of progress throngh the ages, winder laws of special-
ization and cephalization acconding 10 a scheme that may e come
ared 10 the opening of a flower, or tre development of a germ,
instead of hicing esthetic, it is theonly view of the history of life that,
is consistent with its Divine origin.  Were there no such order o
sucecssion, no such unity of law and stracture, this would be com-
plcte demonstration that a heing of infinite wisdom had rot
onicred ar controlied cvents.
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