
8GLORY BE TO THE.IN0ST PRECIOUS BLOOD

innocence of lier hep.rt she had confided in humanit-' onlv
to learn in bitterness and soreness of spirit that if thiere i-S
no lieigrht it canneo scale, there is, alas ! no depth so vile
to wvhich it cannot descend. The wvorld hiad taught hier
its lesson well and the knowv1edge t hereby gleaned hiad
shown her-had the unquestionable faith of Ireland's
children ever deserted her-the futility and delusion of al
hopes centered on the fleeting things of earth.

But now the years of toil 'were ovef and she wvas
going home ! The next Sun to raise for lier wvouId be
across the purpie tinted his of Ireiand ; the next words
to gree. lier hungry ears wvQuld be the Ilcaed mille faithe"
of her people. The price of lier freedomn iay in yeliow
gold in lier pocket. Truc, she had given in exehiange
ber youth and health. True, the ring had gonc fromn the
voice, the light from the eyes, and the simplicitv atid
trust shie had broughlt with lier lay buried in the cold
Enlish town. But even this remembrance Could flot
dam pen bier joy as over lier mind surged the thought of
that home-.going. She would feel again the moist gyrass
beneath bier feet, hear the melody poured froni the wiid
thrush's throat and look on the ocean's "l gray and me-
lancholv wastc." Ho-wN the fisher girl's heart liad iongred
for the sea ! Howv often hiad shie waked in the liush, of die
early morit with its calling in lier cars ! N*;owv shie couldi
answver its summons. Shie w~as at last goingr back to it
and to ber people.

It is no wvonder that as she kneit on the cold tilin
that Easter miorningy, the grreat joy in bier lieart reproduig
itsclf on the pale, thin face, that still retained sigrns of uts
former comeliness, made more thaii one of hier companioins
look at lier in surprised scrutiny. Slie tried to banisi ail

disracingthoughits, but,wvhen hier eyes wvould rest on die
distant aitar, an exquisite poemn wroughit out ini marbie bv
some artist centuries agone, a picture of the simple woodeti
shrine befôre which lier clîildisli lips had wvhispered thecir
earliest prayer, would corne before lier mind, and, instead
of the great min gling of wvealthi and rov~erty, she N'ould
sec the scattered groups of fisher folk with revereiitiv
bowed heads as over thcmn the agred priest pronounced die
-%ords of benediction.
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