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From ¢ The White Man's Grave, or a Visit to Sicrra
Leone in 1834.”

SLAVE SHIPS AT SIERRA LEONE.

-1 Tus Gulf of Guinea is studded wath fleets of prison.
to the Nuw World from the Old the population of
Kiagdoms. Tho old and new Calabar, the Donnoy,
Whidat, and the Qalleans, contribute an inoxhaustible
supply for the French lslands of the West Indies, Rio
Janciro, tlavannah, and the Brazils; where, notwith.
» standmg every opposition and lindrance from the
* ' British Cruisars, oue Yiundred thousand are supposcd
.(o arnvo in safoty anrually, five imes that number
having been lost by capturo or death. Death thins
the cargoes in various modes; suicide destroys many,
and many are thrown overboard at the close of the

’

voyage, for, a8 a duty of ten dollars 13 sct by the Brazil-

CARD.

- Mnr Jamrs Foco, Attorney at Law, has opened
officein Mr Robert Dawson’s new  stone building,
opposite’ the establishment of Messrs Ross & Prim-
rosc, where he will be prepared to transact business

in the various branches of his profession.

¢~ Entrance to ‘the. office, by ‘the Western

end of the Building.
May 31at. tf

ian government upon each siave upon lunding, such as
seem unlikely to survive, or to bring a price sufficiently
kigh to cover this Custom-house tax, are purposely
drowned before entering port, Those only escap
theee wholcsale murders who will probably recover
health and flesh when removed to the fattening pens
of the slave furmer, a man who contracts to feed up
the skeletous to a marketablo appearance.

Thoe Kroos are tho only people of the coast who
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abhor the otherwise universal practice of thew coun-.
try. With this. sxcaption, tKe wholy continert of
Africa approves the system. Long hefore the white
men came to create an export trade, an internal
slave cotnmerco was carned on in full vigor; and at
this instant it prevails as extensively as ever. Whilst
the English are endeavoring to check the sea-borne
marchandiso, the inland paths are crowded with mul.
titudes destined to a distant sale; and should the
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name of slave-ship be forgotten, of which there is as
yet no probability, mattors would but return to their
former state. Tha New World merely offered a new
marhet; and though it should prove but a temporary
one, Egypt, Nubia, Abysainia, and Constandrople
wili continue steady in the consumption of an article
prohibited by the Christian.  As yet, however, tlus
cvil trade, like a religious sect, bas bul increased un-
der persecution; and at no tune has it torn away fiom
country and home more men than since 1t has been
pursued in defiance of Great Britain, The mode is
altcred, not the system destroyed.  Attempts, howe-
ver, at suppression, must not be permitted to slacken:
if unsucces:ful—arnd their success 19 problematical—
thoy will prove strong disapprobation: not to oppose
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would imply tacit sanction. Total destruction of this
nefarious commerce will cnd only when a profitable
market ceases to bo open. Whilst the Brazis, the
Havannah and other portions of A meg
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venturous seamen will always be found to work the
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speaking; also, debt, the persor owing money or
gouds beng liable to be scized by his creditor. In
short, there appears to be Jittle or o conceplion a~
mong the black nations, that slavery is nnjust in its
nature, or crucl in its practical operation; and the
following account shows how casily the exportation
of natives may be casried on, in spite of Briush inter-
fesenco t—

On the morning after my arrival at Sierra Leone, I,
wus indulged 1n the first view of tho waters of the
estuary, ghttering i the hot sun, and endeavoring 1o
distinguish from the many vesselsat anchor the barquo
which had brought me fromn Eogland.

Close 1n shoro lay a large schooner, so remarkablo,
from the low, shurp cut of her Llack hull, and the
excessive rake of her masts, that she sccmed among
the other craft as a swallow seems atnong birds. Hez,
deck was crowded with naked blacks, whose woolly
headsstudded the rail.  Sho was a slaver with a large
cargo. In the antumn of 1833, this schooner, appa-
tently a Brazilian, and named with the Liberty stitring
sppellation of ¢ Dosina Maria da Glona,” had left Lo
ando on the slave coast, with a few balesaf merghan<
disa, to comply with tho fornmalities sequired by tho.
authoritics frem yessels engagcd in legal (traflic; for,
the slave trade, under tho Brazilian flag, is now piy
racy. No sooner was she out of port than the real
object of her voyage daglared itself, She histily re-
‘teived on board four iondred<and thifty negroes, who
had been mustered in readiness, and sailed for Rio
Janziro. OfF the mouth of that harbor, she acrived
in November, and was captured as a sfaver by his
Majesty’s brig Snake. The case was brought in De-
cember beforo the court established there; and the
court decided that, as her Brazilian charecter had not
baen fully made out, it was incompetent to the finsl
decision of the case. 1t was necessary 1o apply to
the court of inixed commission at Sierra Leone, for
the purpose of adjidication. A second time, there-
fure, the uaforiunate dungeon-ship put to sea with
hee luckless cargo, and ogain crossed the Atlantic
amid the hortos of 2 two months® voyage. The brig
naving returned to Africa, csst anchor at Freetown
in the middle of Fcbruary 1834, and on arrival found
the number reduced by death to from four hundred and
thizty to three huadred and thirly five.

Continuance of nugery for several months in a
cramped posture, in a pestilential atmospliero, had not
only destroyed many, but had spread discase among
the survivors. Dropsy, cruptions, abcesses, and dy-
senlery, were making ravages, and ophthalmia wea
gonoral, Until formally adjudicated by the cour,
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 legalise the
shie profits
nso w proportion to the ik, hardy cafiiins and nd-'u

quick slave.chippers, and brave the British squa-!

the wretciied <laves could not be landed, nor cien
rolicved from their sickeming shuation.  Wah tho

green ulls and vallays of the colony close ta them,

thoy must not leave titeir prison. saw themin Apry
10y had been in tho harbor two months, and no ze-
lease had been offered them,  But the most pamful
circumstance was the final decision of the court. Tho

slaver was proved to have been sailing under Porta.

The slaves wha are thas carried off, lose their liver- | gucse colours. not Brazil:an; and the treaty with thg
ty fromn various cavses. War, or rather 2 process of i’ormgucsc prolbus siave traflic to the 707k of a
incessant skirmishing of tribe against tnbe, for the{ certain line ouly, wheraas the Donna Maria bad been
eake of catching prisoners, is a principal cause.  The captured a few degrees to the south  No alternativn

sccond source of slavery 1s crime, such as offences
against religion, including sarcesy and witcheraft,

|

remaincd.  Her capinre was decided to have been il-
legal, She was formally delivered up to her slave-

mutder, robbery, theft, and iinpertinonce or cvillcuplain; and he reccived frein the Briiish authoritlés



