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of the world?"—The old ancedote of the
Athenian Generals when struggling for prece-
dency will Furmsh an unswer.  Each wrote g
own name first, then that of Miltiades. So
would the representatives of the nations, m
answer to our question, reply : That their own
country was the first, and England the second
i the world.

“If” says the writer already quoted, “true
dounnion is to be found 1 being the common
source of appeal in all the injuries and cunthets
of nival nattons, the common succour agmnst
the calamities of nature, the great ally which
every power threatened with war labours first
to secure or to appease, the centre on which is
suspended the peace of nations, the defender of
the wronged ; and, highest pratse of all, the
acknowledged ongin and example to which
every riamy natton looks for laws and Const-
tution, England is now the actual Governor of
the Barth.  For whose opulence 2nd enjoyment
are the ends of the carth fubouring at this hour ?
For whom docs the Polish peasant run lus
plough throngh the gronnd?  For whom does
the American, with half a world between, hunt
down his cattle, or plant iscotton?  For whom
doues the Chinese gather m lus teas, or the
Braziian bis gold and precious stones %—Eng-
dand is before the eyes of all. To whose
market does every merchaud of the remotest
corner of the world look? ‘f'o whose Cabinet
does every power from Amernica to India look
with an interest surpassing allothers? Whose
public feeling does every people strugghng to
ratse itself 1 the rank of nations supphcate ?
The answer 1s suggested at once, Bngland's,”

As denizens of that mighty section of the
Empire designated as British America, 1t can-
not be congidered an idle or unprofitsble task
#to speculate briefly on the position vwhich it 1s
ouridot to fll, not only in relation to the residue
of our fellow~subjects, but to the world at
Jarge. The focs of our being sbout enterng
«<r,8.new political existence, renders it more
upperative en us and the country at large right-
ly:to comprehend the peculiarities of our present
airchmsianees, and from & dispassionate survey
af what we see around us to endeavour toarnve
at a conclusion, cither that our best interests
and our known duty’ concurin posmuing out
ope path for us totravel ; or that each indicates
a different course, and that the time has come
when they have coased to act together. We
wishnqt to enter inte minor political detwls,
far less individual atlusion, but to throw together
a few general reflectionson the subject of what
we have been, what we are, and what we will,
or rather, oughttobe. The practical philosophy

AMERICA.

of lustory will teach us the first, our ordinary
perceptive fucultios the sccond, und the action
of the past on the probabdities of the future
will gude us to o tolerably correct knowledge
of the third.

There are three positions in which the Brit-
1sh North American Provinces can be placed.
Ist, tn their onginal condition of Colonies of
the French Monarchy.  2nd, as integre! por-
tions of the British Empire.  3rd, asabandoned
by European authority, and left to themeelves.

As French Colomes the Canadas present o
not unintercsting fickd for the research of the
historian, or the remurks of the pohitical econ-
omist.  Their annuls were briet, but most
cventful ; and much that ss traly valusble and
structive can be gleaned from therr perusal,
The theory and practical operation of the
principle of Colonization, has been a problem
whose solution has been frequently attempted,
and the result of each effort has been to leave
the mquirers as much in the durk as ever, and
compel the world to come to the conclusion,
that no fixed or general axioms could possibly
apply to it, but that the suecess or imefortune
of every Colonial adventure must depend on
fortuitous circumstances, utterly ndependent
of any settled principle. ¥France, Spun, and
England, each in her turn, has tricd her fortune,
and attempted to found new Empires beyond
the nughty ocean that swept between cach
parent State and her dependant vealins.  Bach
of the two first-named nattons has utterly and
signally fasled m carrying out her orygmal con-
ceptions.  The history of gencrations yet
unborn can alone narrate whether England has
been more suceessful in her cfforts.  Spain
stands deservedly at the head of European
nations as the first, most powerful, enterpnsing
and mdefetigable in the prosecation of the
spirit of Discovery. The extraordinary exten-
ston of her gigantic trans-atlantic domain for
centuries dazzled the imagiation and blinded
the judgment of sumounding nations. A
mighty change was produced n the whole
frame of European socicty by her unfolding
the golden ficlds of tropical America to the
gaze of enterprize and civilization. From the
farthest corner of China to the Tagus, from the
Pallers of Hercules to Archangel, the effect of
her extension of deminion was perceptible.—
The untold wreasures of the plundered Incas,
the dazzling spoils of Mexican and Peruvian
magnificence,~were poured forth in a glitter-



