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THE TRADE REVIEW AND H*ITER(§0LONIAL JOURNAL OF COMMERCE.

HON, T. D, McGEE ON PUBLIC WORKS AND
FINANCIAL LEGISLATION.

R. MOGEE dating from Paris, on the 1st instant,
h bas issued an address to his constituents of Mor-
treal West, setting forth his opinions concerning the
true policy of the new Dominion of Canada on gene-
ral and political questions. In it he refers more
especially to four leading matters. 1. ‘‘ The increase
and empioyment of our population.” IL *‘The arma-
ment of our people.’ ILI. ‘“The education of our
people.” 1V. “The unification of our people.”

We quote entire fr.m the Address his treatment of
the first two topics. We do not differ but in a very
slight degree from Mr. McGee on the question of what
support in framing the tariff shall be given to the great
material interests of the country, qualified &s his
mo2aniog i+; and we most cordially agree with him
on the neceseity of such military preparations as shall
enable us, now with the help of England, hereafter
throngh the power and prowess ot our own people, to
preeerve our independence and our nationality, mo
matter from whence attacks may come, and to attain
a position amongst the nations of the world as high in
a military sense as it will be in a commerciz] view, so
soon as the royal proclamation oalls into bonz fide
existence the new Dominion of Canada.

Thas writes Mr. MoGee:—

I. Asto any large increase of our population from
the annual immigration to our shores. 80 long &8 the
United States labour market remains in its present ab-
normal coudition, it is not to be expected; on the con-
irary, the enormous inflation of nominal wages since
the ctvil war, is draining us, both east and west, of
much of our natursl, native increase, Itisall in vain
yo 1 point out ¢t these victims of solf-iliusion, that if
wages have risen so has the cost of food, clothing, and
all the necessaries of life; that §8 per day now is in
reality no more to the American working man than
one dollar before the war, for he can get no more with
it. You cannot arrest an exodus of labour seeking the
highest market, by explanations about g]gld and green-
backs, however clear and convincing. he{‘ must tr
their folly out, and a costly folly many who have tried,
confess to have found it.

There are two powerful means towards the increase
snd employment of population in a new country like
ours—namely, public works on a large scale, and legis-
1ati )n congenial to dprivut»e enterprise

‘the deb%a now due by the Provinces were chiefly
countrasted in borrowing capital for what they con-
eilefod necessary public works. This has been some-
times made thereproach of ourstatesmen; not so much
the principle itzelf as the abuses in the expenditare of
the money borrowed. No economical principle can,
perhaps, ocoupy more impregnable ground than that
which gave us the Welland and St. Lawrence Canals
and the Grand Trunk Railway; and it is hardly.say-
ing too much to asscrt thit Montreal alone is so con-
vinoed of this iruth, that she would willingly tax her-
self to-day for the whole cost of the structure rather
than be deprived of the convenience of the Victoria
Bridge. To extend to a second, or a third or several
generatious, obmiaﬁono cmfeé for the construcii)n
of mational public improveménts, is & policy most
equitable in itself; and, 8o fur from shrinking from an
increase of our public debt, if incurred for the Inter-
colonial Railway, the oanalization of the Qttawa, or
the Bay Perte Canal, it seems to me every right-mind-
ed inhabitant of the new Dominion ought to call ont
loudly tor such a policy. ¢ Get the money on our ac-
o)uut; but see that you give us value for it ’’—this
ought to ba the ory of every elector to his rep t

tive.

By ““legislation wnﬁenial to private enterprise,” I
do not mean what is called protective loﬂ'zlmon; but
1 do mean that arrangement of our tariff, which will
not prees unfavoarably on our growing manufactures.
Ia all ths tariff dircasaions in the former Parliaments,
from 1158 to 1866, I said what I thought to be right to
b~ said on this subject, and voted accordingly. A de-

1 ration it istrue, was made last year by my colleague,

Mr. Galt, in reply to Mr. Holton, that his then pro-

posed reductions in the tariff were *“ steps in the dget»

tion of free trade ’—or words to that effect. The de-
putation from Moutreal. who did me the honour to
wait on me at Ottawa during the debate, (under the
chairmanship of Mr. Champion Brown) will remem-
ber that I told them frankly then and there * Mr.

Galt had, in this particular, expressed only bis per-

opinion!” 1 did not feel free to say more at 1that
moment; but I now emphatioally repeat that state-
ment. Although 1 shall never consent to become the
mouthpiece of a particularinterestin Parliament, I am

. » ot one whit less desirous now than I was ten years
ago to ses our commercial legislation adjusted with
every o nsideratiin for our domestic industry. But
this in du:try in its widest range, it must be remem-

bered, embraces not only manafactures mperly 80

called, but the economy, too long neglected, of our

foreets; the exploitation of our mineral resources; the
priceless fi h rie ; and the extension and diversifica-
tion of . ur agriuiture. In all these departments of
industry, nature has placed the lever in our hands; it
we are true to curselves, there is no reason why the
ne¥ Dominion (1@ sining only its former ratio of in-
oreai3) sh uld not commence the XXth ventury with

an mdust:ious and prosperous population of 12,000,000

of souls God send, for the sake of freedom,

Jjustice, and civilization, that our young men of to-day

may Live to see this glorious consummation!

li Geatlemen, there is, under God, one means by
which the nec»sary securities can be taken from time

for the peglization of these possibilities; it is the o~ ma-

mentqfom‘whole%oﬁek.

We are but sharing the
common lot of all ¢

still incomplete. The price of tickets were only fixed

d communities in awakening | upon a day or two before the gntes were thrown open,
to the stern fact, that in this every State m and now the catalogues, sold by the preprietors of the
have, or be in a position to have il needed, the military | Exhibition to a monopolist for 24, . (and subee-
service of its every son. The last

ﬁe&t revolution
which marked the art of war,—the discovery of gun-
owder,—resulted in standing armies, in the o on
n every State of a class of soldiers, by trade or by

rofession. The new revolution ushered in by the
nvention of 80 many new repeating weapons—ot so
many hitherto unknown means of aggression, afloat
and ashore—the systematic application of modern ma-
chinery to wsr—&)rocldml unmistakably to every
people who would be free and secure on their own
soil,—* Keep step with the times; arm your entire
‘ population; arm them with the best weapons; arm
“ them at the earliest moment; no country is safe from
“insult and aggression in which every man does not
“feel called upon to bear arms in her defence!” This
is the voice of the present, and it will be prolonged
into the future. I respect and honour our volunteers
for their noble self-sacrifice in the past; Cﬁ‘linlt mere
maranders they were quite sufficient; but the days for
mere volunteering are nearly, if not quite, over and
gone.

uently farmed out by him), were so defective that
they served no ﬁn save to mislead. The arrange-
mevt is so complicated and the information so incorreot
(gartjonhrly in the department of the Beaux Arts)
that it is not at all uncommon to find, as I did, No. 42,
or some such number, a splendid pictare representin
& lady of considerable charms, a fine portrait, desoril
in the catalogue as ** A feartul shipwreck;’’ or a battle
in the Crimes, des;imuted a8 ‘‘ A pretty kettle of fish;”
and as ali these faults are perpetuated and circulated
by all the other guide-books, which are nothing more
than lfteral translations o1 Mons. Dentu’s offieial
catalogue, the stalls of those who sell these misleading
works are besieged all day by discontented purchasers,
who have thus thrown away their money on worthless
information. And yet this Mons, Denfu has the im.
udence to threaten his plagiarists with an action for
amages for oopying his ‘¢ Will-o-the-Wiu}a" book,
dthouﬁh he unfortunately himselftook his information
from the national commissioners sent here to regulate
such matters. The monopolist of the advertising de-
rcrtment within the palace is bringing charges against
he Britith Commission who have allowed commeroial
aunouncements to be printed on their window blinds,
and the contractor who pays for the right of supplying
chairs is about to attack the coffee-house keepers for
infringement Of his right. by allowing their customers
to sit tuitously on their chairs outside their cafes
while drinking their beer or sipping their petite verre
de C . Thus all i8 not couleur de rose within.
All is not sunshine without. Yet in the face of these
drawbacks, while contractors were squabbling, build-
ing slowly advancing, and a continaous storm of rain,
1&0 less than 150,000 visitors on Sunday last visited the

PARIS EXHIBITION,
PARIs, May lst, 1867.

URING the last three weeks I havo allowed my
pen to remain idle, nor would I now resume it,
were it not for my conviction that the ‘‘ Palace of the
world's fair,” (if I may be allowed so to call the build-
ing in which the various Courts, or stalls of merchan-
dise are sitaated) will be thoroughly

Tots haf

P Universelle, and seemed much pleased with
this letter is received in Montreal. In this announce- | all they saw. This one fact speaks volumes, and
ment, I wish it to be clearly understood, I do not | destroys the assertions of a thousand grumblers.
include the Parks of the Ezposition Universelle, which

Hav nlg thus iotroduced your readers into the exhi-
bition, I would fain give them in detail & full and
exact account of the wonders contain~d within it, but
for fheir sake as well as my own, I will withhold this
initisl acoount until this day week—before which I am
assured we shall have a corrected catalogue to guide
us—which is indeed necessary, since few or none of
the foreign exhibitors remain in France—and as in
many oases several stalls are superintended by one in-
dividual, who problbl{. kunows nothing of the varied

oods committed to his charge, beyond the fact that
they are of & partioular ciass and that they belong to
an absent tradesman, and lastly, that all the pretty
things you see are for sale. But at what price or on
what terms the deponent knoweth not.” You can
obtain little information from this individaal.

To save, however, my reputation as a chronicler, I
deem it my duty to give you a single glance at that
wonderful exhibition, which I will hereafter endeavour
to describe seriatim. The Exposition is approached by
foot ,passengers from the opposite side of the River
8eine by a magnificent flight of stone steps some forty
foet wida, which lead from the érocadero to the bridge
of Jena, and at the end of which the Avenue d’Hon-
neur opens its Enteo. You then travel on over a fine
road, covered in by riohly ornamented oinvass—so
handsome that this beautiful protection has been forced
to be removed and taken oare of ever since the opening
day—wind and rain having continually punished us
since that date.

On the ﬂﬁm hand is the Eoglish Garden or Park, in
which is situated the international Club, eeveral
Chinese . palaces and Oriental marquees, pavilions in
which missionaries present, gratuitonsly, copies of 8t.
Matthew, and sheds wherein extra machinery is dis-
ﬁl’nnd. Indeed, the ground is so closely dotted with

ese edifices, tnat its beauty as a garden, ita pictu-
resque charaoter as a park, are lost.

On the left hand is the French portion of ground,
and the same faults may be urged agaiost if, in ad-
dition to the surprise created b mw’ build-
ings of a permanent character here e . Some of
these are, however, to be utilized. The light-house,
for instance, is purchased and. at the closing of the
Bhow, will be sent to a rock (the rock of Dover) in the
re ghbourhood of Jersey; Phot graphers, photo-
80 Pﬁorl, vanizers, and others, ply their trade here,
while the Imperial Pavilion, the International Theatre,
& minic ruin and an hospital, cover the greensward,
which should have been left to promenaders.

You enter the building through a balcony, which
goes all around it, and in which almost all the cafes
and restaur nis are situated. The principal French
establishments of this kind guards the left hand of the
entrance, while Messrs. Spiers & Powel attract many
hundred daily to their establishment, not only to par-
take of their good fare, but to gaze upon ten or twelve
fmhtlg.oklng Euglish girls who do the honours of the
counter.

You then oc?md between the portion bf the build.
ing—allotted to France, on the one hand and to Eng-
land and ber Colonies on the vther. But of the shtwﬁ;
the embroideries, works of art, or the splendid chinsa
of Minton, the furniture and other elegancies whioh
ask your attention to our Gallic neighbour, or to our
nlx)g:irlor machinery or the occasional
o

still present a chaotic mass of unfinished gardens and
a serles of buitdings, many of which are now only in
the course of erection. en these are all oarried
out, when they tully display the attractions we are
promised that they shall hold out, this will be the
most delighttul portion of the whole exhibition. Bat
the first of June (or even the fifteenth) will scarcely
see the long expected Elysium arise in all its beauty,
to invite by ita charms, visitors from every part of the
world. the present moment we have, however,
enough complete to enable us to draw a fair comparison
betweer. the nascent undertaking and those of a similar
character that have gone before it, and the result is
indeed favourable to the Ezposition Universelle, since
we can without fear of contradiotion, declare that it
will be au{»erior to any that we have yet seon, and will
probably live in history uneclipsed gy anything that
mav foilow i*. The magnitude of the enterprise may
fairly be pleaged of, by the fact that it covers 490,000
square yarce,Yesides the Island ot Billancourt (reserved
for machinery), and the quays, which are 0 ve ed with
temporary ereotions. Indeed there are very many
cities which do not cover so larze an srea, while as to
variety, we fiud, on referring to the official documents,
that the exhibitors who here display their works of
art or produce of industry, amount to no less than
42,°17 individuals, each of whom hopes to secure at
leust some minutes of your pleased attention. The
number of sights to beseen. which we have just quoted,
renders this fair hope illusive; since to view, even
cursorily—were we ouly to examine moderately the
works of art—the curiosities, the inventions brought
under Km" view would at lesst take fifty visits of four
hours duration each. The bodily fatigue of travelling
over several miles of zigzag path, and continually
turning passages is great. But it sinks into nothing
when compared to the ever ensuing fresh objects
which call for your attention, and whioh, following
each other, as quickly as the scenes in an exhibition
of dissolving views, leave a confused recollection of a
splendid whole, from which memory can recail no one
particular eubjeot; the dszzled eye has drunk in far
more than the mind oan f.“rliy digest, and thus all
becomes confused in wondering admiration. You
may, it is true, travel through tire Exposition Unfver.
selle in & woek. You may boast that you have seen all
that is there shown. But you will really not know
more of it than the raliway traveller who hurries
through an entire kingdom in an express train, for,
like bim, you may louk sround you—you may be
pleased with the glanre—bnt you will find it dlicult
to desc)ibe what you have there beheld, since you have
only seen it likea ipaz;«ing dream, and, like that passing
dream, forgotten it.

Were the foreign Courts separated—iwere thé whole
building divided into balf a dozen parts—the visitors
would be loud in their applause; with & short rast, a
short re ose between these visits, these Exhibitions
would be hailed with delight. But to be called upon
to takein, to examine and arrange in & few days, a
display whioh, to seriously look over and pronounce
upon, would take atlesst daily visits during two months,
is & labour so great, 8o far beyond the power of a mere
lover of pleasure—an ordinary sight seer—that I muoh

fear that true justice will never be done to this lavia-
than undertaking.

n of our showy glassware displ —ftuinll t
‘rench na 0 splay- not my
Hitherto the Frenoh nation have far surpassed our | intention to spesk: § will not even touch
countrymen in ther organization. In England we | Co ueh on the

iniriate great and wondrous undertakings, but we are
not generally considered to carry ont thes;;lnor details
a8 well as our Gallic nelﬁhboun. On_the present
occasion the case is reversed-—a more noble and more
splendid idea never was brought forth. But in the
preliminary arrangements no project could have dis-
g?ryedagmm' lure. The opening of the Exhibition

ore it was properly completed, was a fiasco brought
about, I believe, by entering into contracts to take
effect from a certain day long before it was ascertained
that the work would or would not at that olar
date be half ready for the reception of the publis. An
interngtional Club wae appopnced. That buildh! is

urt of Csnads, where goods are daily developing
their beauties, and where a superb collection of 500-
logical 8pecimens are cleverly set forth, and a ground |,
model to which I shall h er refer—oalled for my
earnestattention—but leaveall tili the proger catalogue
is supplied, and your exocellent and ‘active Commis-
sioner, the Hon Mr, MoGee, is able enough to lend
still more interest to the objects sent from Canads, by
his clever desoription of them.

For the moment, I will sitdown in the garden which
ocoupies the cantre of the Exhibition, and watch the
labour of the workmen who are erecting a sort of sym.
mer house in which the Imperial Crown Jewels are to
be placed — of Wy Monireal Gapetse,



