
Another lesson we shouiri lear is Paul's re-
gard for the Sabbath day. It would have been
quite easy for himn to have overlookcd this lItte
service ; indecd it probably cost hirn a good
deal of labour to find out about it at ail.

But he remenibered the Sabbath day to
keep it holy ; and to 'lforsake flo the gather-
ing of yourselves together, as the manner of
sonieis." Especially as the summerseason is
on us this lesson is timcly and practical. Let
usw~herever we are or wherever we go rcsort
to a place il'where prayer is wvont to be made."

There were few, if any, men present at this
service besides Paul and his cornpany. Wornen
were predominent ii church matters then as
they arc to-day. And this is a good sign.
Those wornen were mostly prosclytes, prob-
ably because that in the midst of so much gen-
eral decay in religion and morality throughout
the yorld at this period, they had sought satis-
faction in the pure faith of the Jew. If
man owes mnuch to Christ, wvoman owes stili
more. He bas delivered her frorn the degra-
dation of being man's slave and plaything and
raised her to be his friend and bis equal before

-heaven. This is vividly illustrated in the
carliesi. beginnings of christianity on the Europ-
tan Continent. The first convert was a wonian,
nt the flrst Christian service held on European
sr il, the heart of Lydia was opened to receive
the truth, and the change which passed upon
hier, preflgured what women in Europe was to
become under the influence of Christianity.

Lydia was a business woman. She sold
purple but she did flot wear it we rnay be sure.

It is no excuse for busines nmen or wornen to
absent thernselves froni the church of God, or

divine worship on account of business. Busi-
ness and religion should go hand in hand.
Religion does not caîl us frorn business, but
directs us in it.

Let us be Ildiligent in business, serving
the Lord'" Lydia is amodel convert for us to
follow because (i) She heard us. God's ser-
vants speaking in His namne are entitled to a
respectful hearing. (e) Shie heedd-"« She
atteilded unto the thîngs that %vere spoken of
Pauti" because "the Lord opened lier heart."
Vain is ail preaching unless the Lord opens
the heart. (3) She becarne a meniber of the
visible c:hurch at once. Delays are dangerous
and neyer more so t1han Nvhen a young ton-
vert puts off the question of church-rnenber-
ship after conversion. The one should be the
natural and direct and immediate outcome of
the other. (4) She served God by serving bis
servants. "'When thou art cnnverted,strength-
en the brethren."

ADDED POINTS.

i. There is a tirne to speak and a Urne to
refrain frorn speech. In both cases let the
Holy Spirit prompt and guide.

2. Dont censure the unsaved ; help themn.
Embrace opportunities for good quickly.

3. Test yourselfin yourUrne of" waiting."1
4. Do not wait for tirne and place to

agree, when the time cornes make the place.
5. Be in the place of prayer, the path of

opportunity.
6. Religion and commerce mix well to-

gether. Your business on the Sabbath is to
worship Go4.

LESSON II-Juty llth, 1897.
Paul and the Philippian Jailer. Acts x6: 22-34.

(commit to memory tes 28-31. Read terses 10, 40).

GOLD)EN TXT: "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thuu shaît be saved and thy house."
Acts 16: 3!.

Paovs TIrAT-Confession naturally follows belief. Rom. 10: 10.

SHORTER CATECHISM. Quest. 83. Aie ali ransgressionç of the ?aw equally heinaus? A.
Soine sins in therriselves, and by rea-sun of beveral aggravations, are mure heinous in the
sight of God than others,

LassoN HYMNS. Ckildren's H>rnl-Ns ,g6 140, 138.
DAIY PRTINS.Monday. Paul and the Philippian Jailer. Acta 16. 16-24.

7seeday. Paul and the Philippian Jaïier. Acta 16. 25-3-4. Wedne.niay. Brought out.
Acts 16: 35-40. Tkursday. Sharnefully entreated. i Thess. 2:. 1-9. Friday. A inighty
deliverer. Dan. 3: 21-30. Saturday. Faith and life. John 3: 14-21. Sabbatk. Faith and
salvation. 1 Pet. 1: 1-9. (The I. B. R. A. Sélections).
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