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LUMBERMAN.

LIFR ON A RLXT.

Pen and Methods Former'y Seen in Daily

The days of ralting on the \isslesippl bave
go0s to joln the days of romanoe, says a writer
{8 8 Iate fssug of the St. Louis Globs-Damocrat,
Progrees bag pushed this Loslness with & great
many other alow, but sure, and good things to
the wall, asd steam maohlnery siogs a monoto-
pota lullaby above ite oradle. Afore white plne
oomea to this market now from the Wisconsio,
Blak and Chippewa rivers than evor before, and
§f the proooss of getting hare waa the same as in
the early dayg the grand army of raflemen, {n.
atend of being reduced to almost insignificant
proportions, would be as magaificant in its
putiber, 53 are the ranks of other industrics that
bave malntained their own agalnst the march of
{nvention. The good old daye when rafting was
wuch lowsr than it is now, will be recalled by
many, Thoss were darling times, as tho boys
esY: Men followed rafting ss & regular business,
and experience was as necessary as in any other
1ine of skilled work in which & man might em.
betk. A good rafter kuew the river like a pilot
and was a8 much at home {n ita channel as a red
dog is under a kitchenstove. Life in the lumber
oamDe and on the rolling wave, was full of itaplea.

PULLING INTO THR OHANNEL,
sures,and even thehours o, toil were ssutjepinniog

alopg on the wheels of masic and song. There
wss lots of fax in the business, snd the girle
alooR the shore had their little romances to tell
aa $he flests went by—romanoes just like those
glrls on land can tell,

Thosamoo' ‘e
Tho old, old story, that has . been told before,
FOT Ono hoart will trust and ¢ Jthor will fal}
Ustll tiine snd chango shall be r » more.

The history of those days and nights aro left in
plessant rhymes, rattliog atories and glessome
sopgs—some printed and some carzied sroundin
the shape of traditions—thatonce gladdened the
hearts of thoussnds of rafters. As has been
faid, xafiing was slower theg than ac Ittook
over two months to bring & fleet «  mber in
those times from Wisconsin to St. L ...s, where
now it takes but two weeka, and of course it was
nacotsary to beguile the hours with pleasures of
a popular sort,  Every fiest had its fiddler who
could serape out a bresk-down and play *“Rye
Strsw,” the * Rocky Roade,” “ Haste to the
Wedding,” snd 3o on ; its warblers who filled
\be moonlight; night with glorions songe ; and its
slory-tellars, always primed to the chin with
Yarps that raised a lsugh and made hoarts
bappy. The aaga of those days are replets with
the geouine poetry that belongs to siuaplicily
ang £0 aature's children, and the history of the

TIR COOK’S CASTLE.
period, it written by some scribs with & Mark

to facts, would make as readeble s book as any
press ever turned out, ‘The atory of rafting on
the Missleslppi inintercating in every detail. The
first reoorded arrival of & raft of white pino
lamber at St. Louis was in the spring of 1840,
The raft was run by twenty men, contained
800,000 feet, and was the first raft to reach here
from tho vast lumber regions of Wisconein,
The fleet oame from near the mouth of the
Wisoonsin river, aod was thirty-five days in
making the trip. Tho blstory of rafting on tho
Missisaippi, bowever, antedatos this period. It
goes back to 1831.32. In thoso days all the
rafting was done within 300 milos of tho city.
E. 0. Stepardson, possibly one of the oldest
Misslenippiriver vaft pilots, givesitashisopinion
that tho Girst Jumber raft arrival at St. Louis
waain the spriog of 1835  He describes the
ralt as having been 100 frut in length, 30 foet
wide, and carryiog 150,000 ft. The lumber was
yellow pine, cat and rafted in tbe Gasconade
river, about 125 miles from the mouth. The
dlstanoe from there to St. Lounia was 230 miles,
and the time required to mako tho run wass
seven days. Up to 1840 the principal lumber
arriving bere in rafts was yellow pine and bard
woods, From 1835 to 1840 the roosipts ranged
anywhers between 1,500,000 to 3,000,000 feet
per week,

In 1840 the reccipts of white pine lumber
aggrogated 8,000,000 feet. Therafticg business
from that time op, bad a most rewarkable
growth, aud the following two years numerous
saw-mill men ot the Nozth followed the example
of the pioneer raftsmon, acd the rosult was
that bundreds of men were furaished with work
{n the new feld, and the uppor river wss con.
tinnally filled, in aesson, with moving :afta,
In 1842, two yesrn after the arrival of the firat
ficet of white pine lumber, the veceipts aggre-
gated 75,000,000 feet, which gives s well defined
ides of the zapid incresse in the intercat. The
growth continued with each season until 1860,
when the rafts 1anded 200,000,000 feet of white
pine Jumber at the North St. Lonis landings,
Dariog the four years following there was a
sligbt intercuption, the result of the civil war.
The urgent demand for lumber, however, during
that bloody perlod, bzought many new
capitallsta into the businese, and some of them
rotired after the war
with large fortunes,
From 1863 to 1872-73
the raftsmen saw their
best days. Io 1866
tho Scbulenburg &
Boeckeler Lumber
Company invented a *
patent steam wind-
1aas, which enabled &
steamboat to handle
& raft of from 1,000.-
000 to 3,000,000 foot,
This invention
brovght with it a
great reduction in the
coat of runniog a raft,

of men required tok
bandle it. The Mallie
Whetmore was the  CAPTAIN OF RAFY.
first ateamer to attompt to run » raftin this way
aod sha proved a success. Other atesmers fol-
lowed {n the buriness, and last summer thero
were 100 boata omployed in tho trade, the
aggregats value of whicu is put down at
$1,000,000. .

The aversge raft boat carries a crow of
eightean, which includes the mato and captain,
A good stout rafthoat is abls to push s fleet con,
taining as moch as 3,500,000 feet of lumber, To
move this vast quantity of lumber by rail, wonld
requiro soven trains of fifty cers each, The
tino nccessary to tow such araft from La Croseo,
Wis,, 700 railes north, to St Louis, is gonerally
fourtoon days, sitbough rune bave frequently
besn niado in loss time, Nearly all the white
piso lumber recoived in S Louis comes from
Wisconsin, Black and Ciippowa rivers, Tho
rafting season opens in tho spring ns soon aathe
ice runs out. Tho 6rst raft of the esea-
son from tho UpporMizsisaippi usually arrives
here at tho beginniog of May, and the soasen

Twaio vein of humor und aHerodotianVadality

windsup about November 15th, The local

season, however, has
been known to extend
into Denembor,
With the edvent o
vaft boate, tho days
of floating rafts
reached their e, and
the busineas to day
compatod wi'h ita
former greatress 18
but a shadow, there
boing very fow float.
ing rafts new seen.
\Whero it formerlv
required two mounthx'
timo and thirty Hve
men to run a raft "..%;
from Wieconsin to St. N

¥
~ @ *

Tioule, a stesmb- at SN
now dooa tho work in %
{carteon days, with
thé~sid of elghteen
wmen,thereby reducing the cost mere than oue-* alt
In tho best 3ayn of floating rafta, tho ouvat of
running one frown Reol’s Landiog ~r Stillwater
to St. Louie, would reach as hizh as £6,000.

From 1865 to 1570 lamber rafts were {requent.
ly taken as fur South as Momphis snd Vicks.
burg. INow not more than two rafts in a yosr
go south of St. Lsulx, and theso only as far as
St. Mary's snd Cnester,  ‘The 1 :ngeat distance
ever tuu by a rait on the Missisupp!, was from
La Croc -, Wis,, to Now Otleans. Thotapwas
made in 1870, and this lumber raft was the only
one thut ever went to Now Oclowns from the
Upper Missiesippl, The fleet was wuile up of
ten strings, or nbout 1,100,600 feet. It was
owned by tte Gruser Biotherr ILumber
Ccmpany, aud wes velued at 0,000,  Mr. E.
0. Shepardsen, at present ralt »uperintendant
of tho Ganshl Lumber Comspu: «, piluted the
fleet a8 far out as Vuksburg, where a Lower
Miastasippi River pilot tuok charge, Tle <un
from La Crosae to Now Orleanu was mado in ten
weeks. There are eight regalar raft boots
coming to this port which bring in each scason
about 160,000,000 feot. ‘I'hls doca not include
what outside steamers tuw in here, which swells
the figures to 200,000 000 feet. Tho principal
Iumber landings are located in North St. Loy,
and take in the principal part of tho wharf from
North Market strcot to Blssoll’s poiot,  The
lundinge aro controlled by the Keapp, Stout &
Co. Compsny, Eau Clsiro Lummbor Cowpany,
Grunet Drothera Lumber Company, Henry
Lagge, the Schulenburg & Buecksler Lumbos
Company and 1. G. Buckloy. Thelaading in the
sonthern part of the aity is *n cbharge of the
Ganshl Lumber Company.

Theso aro dry dctails that Jo not by any
moeans suggest the doparted greatnoss of the
daysof floating rafte. The captain of a fleet
waa, a8 it wers, munsrch of all he suevosed. He
was the political, relizivus and civic busa of the
men in bisemploy, and he lerded it ovor them
fa a majestic, but, ot the eatno tiume, yuito a
bumane way. Usually s man of msgaificent
build, the shazgyncss of Lis exterior kives uo
{deg of tho bignosm of bisheart. Hoavy besrded,
top-booted, end filled with the bracivg bealth of
the pinorics, his presence {arpires awe fur the
moment, but us scon as bis mouth opesed and
tho plessantucas of his cuareo wouth fall upen
thoe ear, tho feeling of sublimity gave way to one
of admiraticn, and soou he hLeld your heart in
his band. There were, of course, sume rough
captains in tho vld dsys, but they have quity
perished out of wemory, and coly tue sgrecable
characters remuin belnad.

Thero were many exciting times in thelives cf
tho old rafte:«. \Whon they made tho shoot of
tho rapids th.ro was dauger in their positions,
but just like the meo who caurt doath in the log
booms, thoso old chaps braved any dsuger, and
their days and nights waro oftea full of the
entbusiasm and excitement that are bora of the
proximity of trouble. Thero wero wot, as »
matter of fact, many sach thrillivg expericnces
as that related by tho litorary liar wbo wrote
the ** Piko County Folks,” but thero were somo
almost oqually as intercsting. Shootiog the
rapids was frequently tho lesst dangerous of
thoir exploits.  Pulling tho channel or steering
sby of a bridge, cslla for as much cara and cool-
noss of nerve as any other cffort put forth by
the raftemon. The forward ewceps had to be

CRE¥ DX CUININE

worked with groat skill, as tho slightest error ot
jadgment or misapolication of strength might
pruve fatal to the raftor and iojuclous to the
The co k waa ths cagonized saot of thy

B

{leat.

THE LAST LOG,

party. ‘The eound of his dinner goog was swest
sod wolcome to the raftemen’s ear, and it always
got a kiod greoting from an overwhelmog
appetito, The cuok’s but, with its V shape, its
smokiog «tave-pipe and bough-tritnmed spex—
tho terple in which about the only swurship the
raftors knew ook place. Xiorethey worshipped
threo times o day regulurly. The culinary high
pricst took p +asure io tickling the palates of
his devotees, snd when st work, whothor peeling
potatees on the abady side of his hut, or etirring
tho huge puts of boiling meat, kept theie fadic
vidual nnid o Mective tastes in view, sud tried to
ako i meals aud meal houra pleasuravle to
all.  lho tinne preeed a0 sgresably that it was
roally tolt tv be » woment of sadness when
“hreaking-up™ came and the rafts were picked
to precer, to La piled away fn the lunber yards,
Then there came the partiogs for awhile, often
for ever, fur 10 the carly daya rattamen were us
human as men wre now snd had their frailties,
Whisky often brought on fights, and then the
knife and piotol came {nto play. Meny a rafter
died a viotett voath, aud tho story of bis taking
off furmshed gossip on fature trips for thoso who
had known aud assoctated with the unforionate
fellow.

THE LUMBER BUSINESS IN T4dE OT-

TAWA VALLEY.
Enormous Output of Square Timber and
sawn Lumber. R

Qur oxcellent cuntewp.rary the Uttawa Free
Presy, bas tbe following exbaustivo atlicle
oo theluwber industzy of the Ottawa Valloy :—
The leading commercitet industry of o3
Ottawa district is of courso the making of
aquare tiwber and the taking out and maou-
factuning of lumber ot ull kiods, A moderaw
astimats ot the capital invested {n the
lumbornog basiness throughout the watershed
of the Uttawa places the figure at eixty wllion
dollate, though suine practical authorities place
it na hixh as sovensy aad seventy-tive millions,
It may eafely be satd that the amvuat of cupital
invested i tbe lumbening indusics 1n the
Uttawa valley, 13 almost if not quite equal to
the wholo of the capital invested in wapufac-
tom g 1o the Dowiusion,  Tase pricctpsl propar-
t108 or fegat8 of the tivins cngaged in lombering
are timbor limitsa—~that is areas of natoral or
siarnding wood, suw mulls, improvements on
rivers and stcounms to facilitate log driviog,
atocks of lumber oa band, piling grouads, and
mschirery, Tho ares of timber limits nnder
licenee o the Ottawa and 1its tributaries ia
Quebec province is 9,732 equars wiles und in
Oatario 7,153 rquere wilos. Lhedaesupoa thesy
limita payabdle to the provincial goveroments of
Qatario and Qaeb-c ure collocted at the C-own
timber office,”the district tributary to that offive
inctuding the counties of Ottawa und Pontise
Quebec, and all the territory »itusted in Ontatly,
drainod by otreatns falling into the Ottawa, Q.
the Ontario limits within this territory, there
woro cat, during tho season of 1335, saw logs to
the amount of 241,000,050 feot broad mu4surs
which with about 235,000,000 feet feour the
provinoo of Quobec furnished material for the
viployment of some thourands of men aud
toams in the woods and #aw mille and on the
nvers. In sddition tothesawlogs abouttwenty



