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and to examine the I'reasurer’s books und vouchens
after the affains of the year ate closed in Muy, nud
report thereon fully and responsibly to the Synod.

16, Presbytery clesks shull be enjoned to for-
ward to the I'rensuter of the Fund, withi
days after the fint mecting of the Presbytery, in
the yeuran wlieh the scheme comes anto opera-
tion,—u list of ull the Mimsters und Profescors
within the bownds, with the smount of their re-
spective rates, and therr condition, whether mursicd
or unmarried, us ulso the nunther and ages of their
children.  And ut the same period of each year
thezeafter, all changes wade amony the same by
births, deaths, and mamages, or additions through
extension of the ehureh  “L'he expence of ull cor-
respondence possibly counected with ascertaining
the same to be borne by the members individually
concerned,

16. ‘Ihe Synod <hall see that the operations of
the Seheme be carefully mvestigated every seven
vears ; and ift rause appear for any alteration, it
shall be competent for them to alter and adjust the
proportionate payments us eaperience may dictate,
snd the maintenance of the stability of the Fund
Ay requise.

1R, I case any difference or dispute shall arise
in relation to the Fund or its affairs, or with respect
to the true import and meaning of those rules and
segulations, brtween the Comnnittee of Manage-
ment and the Annuitants, or any party or parties
connected, or claiming to he connected therewith,
or interested therein, every such difference or dis-
pute shall br determuned by the Synod, with the
advice of such counsel s they may choose 1o calt
in, and their determination shall be final and con-
clusive: it being hereby declared a conditionof the
claim of any purty as widow or child under any
departinent of the scheme, (subject te which con-
dition alone such claim shall be competent)s that in
the event of any such difference or dispute, the
cluimant shall acquicsce in such determination.

CIHALMERS.

The following interesting incidents in the life of
Chalners are from the Southern Presbyterian
Review:— .

Wo cannot realize the change in Dz, Chalmers
better than by perusing the following extract from
his first publication—longe since out of print—in
which he repelled the opinon of Professor Playfair,
that Clergyanen had not tune to become adepts in
science. It is pluin from the whole tone and bear-
ing of this first pamphlet, that when it was written
and published Chaliners had no notion that any
dictinction that he might attam to in the world
would ever be derived {rom, or connected with, his
clerical ciaracter.

o ¢The author of this pamphlet,’—~Chalmers
here writes with the honesty and intrepidity which
were part of his being,—* the author of this pam-
phict can assert from what to lim is the highest of
2l authority, the authority of his own experience,
that, after the satisfactory discharye of his parish
duties, & minister may cnjoy five day's in the week
of uninterrupted leisure, for tho prosccution of any
scictice in which his taste may dispose him to en-
gage.  In as far, then, as the commaud of time is
cancemicd, 1t will be difficult to find a situation in
the country more favorable to the free and unin-
termipted exercise of the understanding.  Mr.
Playiair inay smile contempt when 1 say that 2
clergyman is more favorably situated for the suc-
cessful prosccution of the mathematies than a
wmathematical professor.  For one half of the year
" the professor has three differcnt classes to attend to,

and we apprchiend that the fatigues and the prepa-
rations of teaching will be found to leave little ime
aud less energy for theso higher excrcises of his
mind which arc to add to the stock of his informa-
tion, and to raisc him above the level of his present
scquirements, A minister has five days in the
week for his own free and independent cexertions.”

¢ And then he cxpatiates for 8 couple of pages
ore upon the  almost no consumption of intellec-
tual effort’ which there i in the peculiar employ-
ments of a parish minister™

Subseguently to this period Dz, Chalmers wareo

far smitten with the warlike spirit that prevailed
us to enrol in a volunteer corps, and u very curivus
attecdote 15 told, of the astonishment created on one
veeasion by tus rapid trunsition from his clerical to
s imilitary character, on a Sabbath day.

Such way Chalmers in his spiritual character ut
Fthe age of twenty-five, and us the minister of
Kihaaoy.

‘Twenty years after this, when at the height of
his influence us an evangelical leader, he was
twitted in the General Assembly with a reference
teo his former views and habits. ¢ It was,” suys
Mr McKeuzie, “in n debate on the question of
piuralities, or union of a pasoral charge with an
aciademical chair, in the General Assembly of May,
1825, in which Dr. Chalmers wannly espoused the
negative side, that a clergyman of the opposite
party, in order to convict him of inconsistency,
charged hitn with the authorship of this pamphlet,
and quoted the above, along with other sentences
from it. Every eyo in the crowded house and
overtlowing gallery was fixed upon De. Chaliners,
who sat ummoved till his assailant had concluded
his harangue.  As soon as he had ended, he arese,
and for a few moments the silence or intense ex-
pretation suspended the gazing audience. In his
reply, which was instant and overflowing, Dr.
Chalmers acknowledgred that it was Lis production §
and after explaining the circumstances which had
called it forth, ho said iv reference to the sentunent
thercin expressed, ¢ Alas! sir, so I thought in my
ignorance wund pride. I have now no reserve in
declaring that the sentiment was wrong, and that
in giving utterance to it I penned what was most
outrageously wrong. Strangely blinded that 1
was! What, sir, is the object of mathematical
science? Maguitude, and the proportions of mag-
nitude. But, then sir, T had forgrotten two tnagni-
tudes. 1 thought not of the littleness of tine, I
recklessly thonght not of the greatuess of eternity I

¢ It was,” suys the writer in Frazer's Magazine,
“ humbly yet profoundly spoken, for the speaker
felt, while the words fell from his lips, that he was
acquitting himself nobly, and lifting himself to an
immeasurablo height, cven while thus assuming
the tone and attitude of sorrow and self-condemna-
tion, above his humiliated zssailant.  We never
witnessed any effect of cloquencelike that produced
by those few solemn sentences, thus finnly and
dignifiedly pronounced, in circumstances that would
have covered most men with abashment and con-
fusion. ‘I'hey were followed by an universalstorm
of applause, in the midst of which the ashamed
and mortificd blunderer, whose vulgar abuse had
been so manfully encountered and so splendidly
repelled, endeavoured in vain to make himself
heard, cven i apology for the lucklessonset.  Iis
voice, repeatedly raised, was so often drowned in
an outery of aversion and disgust.”

We copy the following interesting article from
¢ the Presbyterian of thr West”:—

From Rev. Henry Venn's Memoirs.

The following paper was drawn up by Mr. Venn,
for tho usc of his son, about the year 1792, It was
entitled:

THE MISTAKES INTO WHICH YOUNG
MINISTERS ARE APT TO FALL.

T have too much reason to think the success of
my ministry was much impcded from the following
causes:

1. Scveral bad consequences, I judgze, might
have been prevented entirely, or in & great mea-
sure, among my people, had I taken care frequently
to let them know how greatly. I stood in need of
their pravers, that the Spitit of God might be given
to tcach me %0 to preach 2s to do them good, and
to make me fecl more love for their souls If X
had also often pressed them to consider how great
a charge was laid upon me, and what a solemm
account I was to give of the doctrine 1 delivered
to them, and of the awful relation there was be-
tween them and mysclf.  These things 1 did often
allude to, and even bricfly mention. 1t would have
been better had T dwelt often upon theee subitets;

becaune the flock listen, with peculiar attention,

when their pastor proves the care and affection
which he owes themj and when hie solicits thour
prayers, that nothing may be wanting, on his part,
which may promote their present and eternal wel.
fare. At the same time, u full eaplanation of tho
duty of o pastor towands Ius fluck, is the means of
raising their esteem for him, und 2 more carnest
attention to his word.

2. I should have set before my people the coms’
mand, addreseed to nll believers, ¢ to esteem very
liighly i love™ thore who lubor amony them in tho
word and doctrine, ¢ for their work’s sake " and
have shown them what they owe to them, us the
instruments, i the hand of God, by wlhich ther
souls are saved ; und proved from hence, that they
would po dircctly contrary to thair duty, if they
should slight thair munstry 3 much more should
they forsake it.

1 did not choose to treat on these subjects, from
an apprehension that I should be thought to aim at
pre-eminence, and al bnngmg them mto subjecuon
to mysclf.  But there would have been no dificulty
in proving the good which would follow from a just
esteem of the munster of Chnst—thic wisc ends for
which he had required ity and a behaviour voud of
all arrogance and self-exultation would have shewan
plainly 1o them, thut I mmed at nothing but their
profit and salvation.

3. After my hearers began to taste the good
word of God, und the powers of the world to come,
I neglected to point out to them the several ways
in which spintual pnde aud self-conceit will begn
to work—Uliow ready they will be to conclude they
have much grace, when it 1s not certam they have
any ; how highly they will think of their own gifts,
if they can pray with ferves and fluency, and
speak with great readiness of wicrance ; how soon
they are tempted to behave themscelves unseemly,
by aboundmg i their own sense of things—obsti-
nately contending for their own opinion, and their
own way in every thing, in opposition to old disci-
ples, and their own teacher, who have had so much
more experience 3 with what a hasty and unchar-
itable spirit they will censure this or that person, for
any thing they happen to dishke in thein; whilst
they are little humbled for all the evil they have
done, or the munifold corruptions of their own
hiearts.  If T had particularly poiunted out these
things, they might have been stirred up to watch
and guard agamst them 3 aud others would have
perccived the wrong apitit workwig in them, when,
as novices, puffed up by their fleshly mind, they
were speaking to corrupt others.

4. I'was no less to blame for not pointing out,
how men enlightened, but not converted, are
always the first to create disturbatces about things
of no importance, instead of confining their aticu-
tion to the grand and fundamental doctrines of
Christ, and the fruits they are to produce. I
should have proved that it 1s sloth, and love of sin,
and a dislike to take pains in tho mortification of
every corrupt temper, which really, though imper-
cepibly, lcad men to mako trifles appear great
matters.  ‘Thus, the points in difference between
us and Dissenters—whether a Form of prayer in
public worship always the same, or onc left to the
minister—whether persons are to be admitted to the
the Lord’s Supper without giving in their experi-
ence, or not—are made subjects of debate, which
unsettle men in their judgments, draw off the at-
tention from the evil of sin, the salvation of Christ,
and the nccessity of holiness; make inen captious
in their spirit, so that they lose their love for cach
other, and the concern they began to fecl to walk
worthy of the gospel of Christ. 1 should have
marked the nse and progress of this bad spirit, as
the cffeet of pride, and the devico of Satan; and
appealed to their own conscience, whether thise
things did not hinder their communion with God,
and destroy their peace.

5. Ineglected to be large and full in describag
the Jamentable consequences of division and sepa-
ration, amongst a people awakened, 2nd called to
the knowledge of Christ, hy His minister—how
separation and division lead wmen to concludo no
one can certainly determine what the faith of Christ
is; and that they serve no bétter purpose than to
cause variances and janglings without end—than
to perplex and stumble the weak in feith—and



