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who imagine that the least doubt throivni
uipon the accuracy of any one passage in
the New~ Testament is a blow aimcnd at
the trustworthiness of the whole, that iev
nay, sec that doubting the accuracy of

a passage is somnetimes the lesser of two
evils. If, to thcm, this cloubt, in the least
cntertained, is to be at sea concorning ail
scripture, thon for them it is oniy a choicc
betwcon the dcvil and the deep sea. The
consideration of this one passage oughit, in
our judgment, to dismissý forever this
absurd thoughit from their minds.

But wve have a fact stated in this narra-
tive which is conflrmed by other testimony,
viz., that there %vere at this time many of the
*j2ivish converts to Christianity wvho retain-
ed much, if not aIl, their former zeal foi-
J udaism, and w~ho evidently clung to the
opinion that Christianity did flot nîe.an the
dcath of the ceremonial laws of Moses. Is
this evidence tlîat the teaching of Christ
concemning obedience to, the Spirit %vas
misunderstood by theso bis folloivers ?

We answer that it might be evidence to
that effcct, or it might tiot, but to answver
intelliaently and correctly, further details
of the fact must be known.

The instructions of Clirist to bis disciples
wére to the cffect that the Holy Ghost
wvould teach them ahl things and guide
thern into ail truth. But lie gave, as wc
have seen, no intimations as to the manner
or outward resuits. Ronce, it %vould flot
necessariiy militate against the teachingy of
Christ if thc Spirit should tell the bulk of
the Jewvish converts to, reirnain zoalous for-
the law duringy Éhe flrst *ycears of their
christian life.

To practice any formn of leglality at tho
cornmand of the Spirit, and to practice tho
same because it was; found iii the bible or
taught by tho church arc two diverse
mattors. For, the one doing so at the
command of the Spirit is prepared to
change in any direction or totally abandon
any legalistic practice at the command of
the same Supreme 'leacher. But,ý the

other is flot so prepared, for, as his author
ity is the bible or the church, hoe canniot be
led to modif), bis legaiistic practices in
any direction or abandon them altogether
at the simple command of the Spirit.

Hence, w'e infer, that it is quite p)ossible
that this multitude of Jcwish converts
wvere sanctioned in thocir zoal for the law~
bY the Holy Ghiost.

And yet, it is possible also, that many of
them, yes, even the groeat majority, hadi
adopted Christianity after a legalistie pat-
tern and ivere flot willîng, to give up this
zeal for Moses and his institutes at the sole
command of the Spirit.

This Jatter class are fuliy described by
Pauil in bis letter to the Ga!atians-thcy
hiad begun in tho Spirit but w'erc already
fallen from grace.

But we search in vain in this saine book
of the Acts of the Apostles to find a clear
antidote pr-eached against such legalistic
tondencies. T lat the absence of sucli
teaching from the narrative does not prove
its absence from the toaching of the church,
goos %vithout saving ; but this is tanta-
moun t to saying that as far as these records
are concerned ive cannot determine ho%%
clearly tic gospel of Jesus 'vas apprehen-
cd by bis discip!es, or rather, liîow long
after Pontecost they rctainied a clear under-
standing of the tcachings and life of their
Master, whilst, in the incidents ive hiave
noted there is somne indication that already
some înists t-cre gathering around the
minds of the vcry first preachers of the
gospel, as to its truc attitude to lcgalism,
unless wc take refuge iii the probable fact,
that the ncxt generations of christians
w~ere able te, tlina soi-ne of their erros into
Luke's wvritings.

Hoivever, in closing thiese our investi
gations of this book of T/e Aces w'c re
mark, that iii ail likelihood wC iill refer
to it again and again, whilst examining, the
episties, and thon group it %vith ail thç
other books of the Newv Testament in our
final conclusions.


