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OUKNAL AND SPORTING TIMES

"L Learded sons of Nunrod thetnselves.
I ¢ of w8 that T was never prono 1o bu cap-
Laated by prowess such ag this g and huve
«ven had the bad taste to think  that theso
boromen would have been iufinitely more
faseinating sithog at howe with thor feot
upon the fender and {;erpetrntmg worsted-
work, ay. even alt ough 1t should en-
tail the very counting of tne stitchos them-

selves (o B
No Diana of tho
n;t‘:ﬂmd s bay umrg that sho thooght and
En-liwod perfection, for whoso prowees che
ontertaiped the greatest respect and admura-
tion, not unmingled with fear ; and, tmt‘h to
say. the bay mare wasa good-looking animal
vnough, and with her mgstrcss.on her baok,
completed o very charming pair 5 and along-
gide of this bay mare it was my greatest
pleasuro to saunter, regardless of tho good
Colonel, who occapted the other flank, and
who was sure to pick up soms old friend or
compoaion-n-arms, with whom he inter-
chauged o consideruble amonnt of twaddle,
wilxt Flora and 1 rode on in that swect
eommunion of kindred spints  which is evon
moro dehghtfal, when tempered with do-
greo of doubt nnd uncertanty, that wLen
tho fatal worda, once spoken, havo given to
tno relation existing between the twain a de-
cided character and a name. L
¢ There 13 that bhorrid woman agaio,
woald Flura say to mc, 88 wo paced up and
down the crowded *rids, and in rach oft re-
peated turn encountered the rounded form of
Mre. Mag-trap, un bier showy steed. What
nakes ber stare so 2 sould add my  geutle
companion, a8 tae bold vyve and suucy emile
would greet te with a meamng nod. 1 felt
wstmetively, I know not why, that I had
made an enemy, and ever atter, receviog
and returuin,? the salute of my crvdevant
goddess, 1 felt o creoping sensation of -
pending evil that was uaaccountable as it
seewed absurd.

Graduslly, as thesy nides went on, and I
became o more aud more fomiliar gaest at
the house of Cuwnel Belmont, I found my-
gelf relapsing 1u society mto the grade of an
* cngaged man, and conscquently of less
and lcss account amongst the ball-giving
dawsels of my acquamtance, Feople began
to nod to mo with a meaning smilo , and one
or two mtimate friends of my own had al-
ready 1the profaue and coufirmed bache:
lors 1) * hoped 1t wasn't true,” and begzed to
kuow when I was to be turned off.  And yet
1 had never spoken a word that could be
o very sorce of the old chawpion s 1ate, | construed mto a proposal by Miss Belmont,
Lot Gis descendant but an aneouscivus jor moted my intentions to the good vld Col-
washine of frand aud disgrace 2 Avd yet tojoacl.  However, 1 had thouglit & guud deal
NUCh SBUEs QY T 8¢ Say be diven te nobiest avomt 1t mysett, and had mado ap wy mund
ot ths land, 1y @ bad educativn and the C3i- | tuat 1t was absolutely essenual for Floras
sy of 4 false poartion. Iappin: gs as for e, that wo should spend

Urtve oty stated te facts ol e 430 ax | lize Ioat ofoue hives tugethicr a8 mnn and %,
they may e comve nuder the observation | tus autatoation being the moro confirmed by,
olment ot use Lat Waser fierds bun uoe iy oWn Toatiessness and discomfort, when
propese thn teme dy. e aliness of & oear T lative  cecasoned the

Lt i e turn o Flora, as I now foand my- | temporary av-cnee ot Lelmonts from Londoa.
M caung ler n oy .ln\\-dn-nms. tho st- {1 begar fertonsly tumnk of mhmg into
Las i i ~pra g up sindst o awse fod atimeny, «aa woth iawing wysdf from
Wbt b e To vae W, KTUE aud flourashs ta e dn:ﬁ:lli'shuua aad fuies ol the world ’
v ke woendey atwosphiere of a0 Loudoy jLor whicnn I aeaerved the Joas erodit, a« the
Tan tanvadnd Man ‘\L‘“u“l' v i owad 'L\:lnlvn aLitavls Wie uw mp.J) A\\hu-n‘u“
o lun sl B as te Cotiang, aud e ploats aeses | eon W icading o tabouas aad
tirst tuge I raw lor agun, pireielting as a jmanly kind of hfe, dcpvndmg upon my
supinde 0 her voeauwon, she studioualy | brothur offic. rs £ ¢ ~oen ty, and «ntenng ar
weee s g lowatds wmy boX, aod ~uew- jdentid auto an thuse vigotors  sports  and
ot e snichiiabion Lo Fenew out otrange ace
qesptaneestup. I wont less to Crockford »,
art Wie  tnerc, rhanned the httie roow , |
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we o purened with vou h,l
to whem the cleun and silky
wmother's milk 9—or
tton. whose ap-
salnu

huesiaus was Flora. She

Muet
ooadde g port, ‘
¢ ante at Marguuy i
sttt b s10YL Upol rogt U v
petate s been Intherto appeased with
{. lecasnes ’ X
* .., vou cannot break through tho habits
.t & Lif-tupe with ap offort ; you cannot v
A 10 the engle whose untamed youth lias
weatier- 4 in hig Infry eyrie, and lare him to
t Lke a sparrow-bawk ; ueither can
wet that the yenng partrician, whose
{ Lan bren undiseiphned and uneon-
wnddenly assnme with manhaod
tl.  principha ol babits wineb b costa
v it « § v if-denial to aequire.  Ho will go
" w hehas begun, ond when hopelessly
an leed, and wretnevably roined, 1t will be
we it of he confine himself to preying ujon
the unotfending tradvsman, and do not osrry
he s pr dations 1nte tue class of fuciety to
whieh be belongs.

Wi are apt to attack o certamn degroo of
crehit to the expresston, * hving by one's
wit * anid rather respect the wmdividael who
+ ovts g bong o very clever fellow 5 bat
i w.  consider for ono moment to what
o~p b profosion we apply the term, we
thy 1o tvmat n less enviable distinetion.
What 14 the man who lives by s wats, 1n
tact. batone who trudis upon the want of
thes © Bentials 1o another 2—who mwakes use
o s own goeater destenty, better wforma
11y, or more faverable Tuck, to ill his poch-
et~ it the expense of his friends and - asso.
clate < 2—=whu loses no opportumty of getting
the o tter of the very man whose roof shel-
tor. hun. aod whose bread e eats 2 And
w thee s worthy o capation for the well-born
wetan of o long I of cluvalrous ancestors 2
— 1w this g tittng ~tation for one mn whose
vems the pure old Normaun blood course:
ity ned 2 When tie maild grasp of Ins
warhike wire closed but upen the kmgatly
lanes. suall s drgenerate fingers wacld
onty Ui covetous peucil of o betting-book ?
Sbah the noble steed, e gencronsausibary,
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othierrs ot bagade .
1t was our groatest d hght on those fhine

Gt b it d & Rend dead atColonet Bettnont s | summe r o rutngs to msh down o the mar-
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ed parer ot the 1 Hose—an hifice, afas !
flo U =% plaway by e ddespafang wanch of
; Nu meore sball the
P bV KBID P tseudde, Waoes LAY ) vind crew, beapang from thear sbaliop, rush
; : enarge, aud damolisn a

sl bl wn e twcnnet e wy ady | broabfast, sadh as tose aone dae o face
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oven vu doen it behovo the well-tr
to throw the whole vigor of {heir
shonldurs and lithe, athletic firms,
concluding cffrts that are to sit
quivering bark to the shore, aid, J
Euwery, tho best of follows and most skilled
of watermen, + alls it, ¢ bring her hand.!
gome.' Willingly do we bond to tho task,.
and just ag wo are epecding along at our best
and are thinking, sowme of us, that lungs and+
mauscle will not last forever,
* eagy * poises overy oar above t
as though arr sted 11 nid-stroks by s charm,
< and rowed of all’  fallowed by the rattling
of the thole-pins, sud the immediate loosen-
ang of every tonsu:
too short of breath to &p
taper oars aro shipped, an
grates agninst tue shingle of the
port. Out jumps the bow-err, arme
boat-hook, an (
araongst the eavages, and leaving -ur careful
watorman to securo the boat, we rush tum-
ultuoualy in o breakiast.

With copstant practice, under tho able
tuition of the * professional’ shove-men.
tioned, wo formed no despicable crew, for
amatenrs, at that time. Maltby, who was
always present with his regimont during the
gumuer, 1n order that lus leave might com-
nence 1 November, & month whoso sad-
dened bues and leafless copsis wero far dear-
¢r to the enthusiastio fox-hunter than all the
luxuriance of glorious June—Maltby took
the office of * atroke,’ und acquitted himselt
as so keen o spurit and stalwart & frame were
likely to do in that roesponsible situstion,
Hillingdon, with his calm, pale face. his
hthe frame, and 1wdomitable pluck, pulled
Nu. 2. My duty was to labor like a galley-
slave, with straining sinews and griening
countenance, at No. 8 ; whilst Tom Tuft, a
pocket heronles in trame, a dismounted Bac-
obus in hubits, wielded the bow-oar and
flourished the boat-hook with & vigor and 2
quaintness all his cwn.

Such & erew, in such training, were no un.
worthy fo 8 ~ven for the top-sawyers of the
Goosander Club ; and as it would bave bc:c«u
o sad pity thatso much energyand condition
should be thrown away, articles were entored
iute, at my wstigation, that wo shionld make
o match with o certain choson four of that
aquatio body, to coliven the dulls-asou of an
autumn n London, and turnish food for the
colunns ot the weekly sperting journals. My
old hubits were sufficiently strong within mo
to induce me to get, by every means ‘nmy
power, the b st information as to the paco of
our antagonists, and the time in  which thoy
Jid their suvoral distances ; on comparing
whicl with wur own, it appeared to me that
thueto was monoy tv be made out of the pro-
ceedings, nnd that if wo could only kecp
Tow Tait from the decanters and the beer
Larre], weo voght to make o protty goud cex
taiaty of winuwg. After a great leal of dis
cassiun, called by the vulgar chaff, time,
place, aad distance were arranged, and our
respective crows having decided upon the
colot of their Jerseys, and the ocapabilities of
their teerers, went into strong training
fortbwith. I cannot answer for th diet pro-
scribud to th m, or the particular regimen
adopted Ly Mcssra, Rafiles, Mallird, Stret
cher, and Bower, our four laborious adver-
sarieg, but I can only bear witness to the
pers: verance with which onr own crew dis-
cussed raw matton-cliops and porter at each
criold when exbaunsted natare required reo-
freshment. 1 bave ever since  loathed the
tasto of beer, and appreciat-d most heartily
the saentifio transformation of a skilfal cook.
Day ait.1 day wo fed uke canmbals, and
worked ke Helots,  Day after day, tho skin
ot cleart, tno mauscles harder, and the face
tuuuer, ! at last we boasted  that we wero
oot tu be bl wo by _paco or eshausted by
labut.  Qunec only Tom Tuft was granted g
dispinsation o Jm tue severity o1 odr Tuies,
aod atowdd to dinv vat witu a0 suut 1a Eaton
dyuare, wuovm ot worid have been mmpoite
to vffcud.  Lut the aunt possassed a store of
a ceriaa dry oid port, and by cress-exama-
tion of ter butler, av vibee 1 wok apon my-
suify I discovered that Master Tuvmas bad
druns tuereof two woole bottles to 13 own
cueck dunog the vary sport antor al that he
was Ioft atone e the dipma-room, whalst

ained erow
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the welcome|ROW on our
ho surface,jad

ias he bent to and fro with every je
Jdancing oraft, as though he, too, wexe help-

, that Las hitherto been!

d, bold as o Captam Cooky

tested rave by a length, 1 have but & vague
roapllootion of the ovents of tho watoh , it is
all confused and misty as the dun  percep-
tions of o dream, Thero was tho shovting
rush of our kool and tho npplo ot tne water
1n our wako, &eoping molodious time to the
roll of the onrs, us they feathered regularly
in ther rullooks ; sounds cohoed indistinetly
from the adversary, whioh, like some phan-
tom-boat, stall hovered near,—now alongsidoe,
track, now drawing elightly in
vance ;—thure was tho steorsman's cager
taco peering st times over Maltby's shoulder,
rk of tho
ing her along s—there wero tho swelling
muscles of Maltby's back and shounldors, ris

ing and [alling, as our stalwart captain bont
| gallantly to hi oar ; there was tho hot breath
1of the calm and judomitable Hillingdon fan-
ning my bare neck at regular intervals, as
i e Jmd g lengthy frame well forward to the
15weeping stroke ; there was my own blood
|boring with labor and excitement, and the
indiseribable exinlaration of spints, arising
from severe muscular exortion and the un-
failing deter miation to dio rathor than give
in. Onoe and unce was I only able to steal
a look at the other bont; it was towards
the oloso of the contest, and wo were slightly
ahend. There was but one word spoken by
any of our crew, and its cflect was clectrical.
¢ N;:)W I said Maltby, as with raloubled vig-
or he strained to the task ;—* Now I’ grasp-
ed Hillingdon, belund me, in a sepulchral
whisper through s gnodiog testb—and
*Now !' 1 repested, a: with desperate
cnergy, I tugged at my ressting oar.  The
monosyllable did 1t 1—3  know not how or
whep, but having pulled as I never
pulled before, and hope mover to
pull again, haviog outlasted by sheer ¢ con-
dition * tho unfair tax upon nature which
such offorts demand, I bad tho satisfaction
of hnowug that, after a svvere and well-con-
tested straggle, we beat our adversaries on
tho goal by a ehort boat's-length.

Let mo draw & veil over the tnamph, and
the dinner, composed of both crews, which
celebrated it. Tom Tuft took the chair. and
however many bottles ho owed himself for
his abstinerco and self-denial, I thunk he
roust bave paia them all up.

CHAPTER IX.

—

THE SHOOTING PARTY.

It was now about the middle of August,
and the excitoment of our boat-raco being
over, London began to get insufferably hot,
dusty, and stupid ; everybody liad lert town,
and the very waiters in the clubs were look-
ing forward to their little exoursion to the
sua-gide. St Heliorg bad been agbsent on
the Continent for the last six weeks, and
was the person { should have least ex-
Eected to meet, when, to my surprise, one
ot and lnoguid afternoon, us I sauniered
listlessly down St. James’s Street, I discover
cd that the only other individual occupying
th: pavemont of that once crowded resort
was St. Heliers himself —en route, a3 he im-
mediately intormed e, for tie best moor
and the most comfortable shooting-lodge in
the north of Scotland ; * where, Digdy, m;
boy,” adaed the good-natured peer, *af you
will come down with me, I gball be
happy to gve you lots of grouse, an
vccasional deer, and a goud deal of that old
clarct you go lughly approve.’” I jumped at
the offer, and having with little difficulty ob-
tained cufiicient leavo from my mlitary
daties, that very night saw me, w company
with_my noblo host, occupying & coupee ot
tho London and North-Westera Radway,
and 1n defiance of dircctors’ bye-laws, and
forty-shuling genaltxes. filing 1t with tho
fumes of the choicest and most fragrant of
cigars.  And now, I thunk I csnnot illus.
trate St. Hehers' views upon mun and
snd things, mcluding women, better than by
detasling a couversation whieh took place be-
tween as, a8 We £ped along northward at the
rato of forty miles an bour, and wluch he
opi ned by an observation on which he called
1the mustaken notivn of warryivg at mv time

|

1] eotlee was vvang prparcd up- doire. We al-jof lite. * Wh i
d ug o - 8 at 18 thus 1 e gby,’
1) hoWald o ol cunr ngalem at- tul the bear, ngby, eaid
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be, between the pufs of ns cagar, * about you
aud Miss Bdmont 2 Of coursw von  don't
= R

.

mizs & Dexby—but how will it do to oxehange
LavisL's drag niid the joility of lunchcon on
the coarse, for a drive in an upen carrin.e in
all wenthers as far as the turnpike und back,
moro particularly il Mrs. Grand should hap.
pen to be nervous, and, wha! is no unusual
. ffect, becomes oross when sheis frightencd ?
1 pass over all the minor annoyauces of
squalling childron (instead ot the opora, at
which I happen to know you are a pretty
constant attendant), squabbling gervants,
smoky chimneys, windows that let the water
run through them, and draing that do not;
noither will I dwell upon the petty details of
what bousekeepers call sunfrics, such as
wops, brooms, toothpicks, soap, soda, and
sand-paper, all of which somebody mnst look
into ; but I will only ask you calmly and dis-
passionately to reflect for an instant on the
galling restraing, tho intolerable discomfort
it would bo to a man of your habits and pur-
suits, to bo obliged to maintain a respeot-
ability of demeanor, and to behave himself
with prupricty on all occosions.’

Tie gravity with whiok my monitor pro-
pounded this last objection, as if it were -
deed 8 poser, was too much for both of us,
and bursts of laughter provented tue poss:-
bility of our carrying on the conversation
with the serionsness the subject demanded ;
but as I drew my travelling cap over my
brows, and composed mysalf to sleep in my
corner, I could not hei , thinking how thor-
oughly the man of the worid had exposed his
own character, his own intense regard for
self, 1n the matrimonsal lectare with which,
in really intended kindness, he treated me.
1 saw what he meant : I knew there wase
great deal to be given up—tbat if, in my po-
sition, I chose to marry, I must forego lux
uries, aud do without excitement ; of all
this I was aware, and fally conscious that
the sacrifice might cost me many a sigh ; but
still, I thought, thero are many pleasures en-
joyed by those who live for others rathey
than themselves, of which I am as yet
wholly ignorant. Man is not intended to
exert all his highest encrgies for his own
grotification—the refleoted happiness of
another should be tho grateful bhappiness to
ourselves, and we inorease our sources of
enjoyment as wo increnso our responsibilitics.
TVith all his wit, all his plausible arguments
end unsparing ridicule, my beiter nature
told mo that St.Heliers was wrong. And
yet—and yet, I pondered and hesitated,
marriazge was a eerions undertakwg; I
would put it off a little ; the present, as
usnal, was my first object. I had a delight-
fol gix weeks of spcrt to anticipate, and as
many a wiser man bas done on a far more
important sabject, I shrunk from cowing to
a final deoision ¢ill ¢ some more conveniont
season,’
In the meantime, wo soon arrived at St.
Heliors' gcturesquo lodge in & far north,
now, in these days of stepm, brought within
o comparitively eagy Ju: frpoo v Loeidon
onos a good fortnigetr: wiil, 4 -
rugged with its fru iy oroaanduy
boundless moors, and ... 1.7 st
83 if civilization ht ( 5 (vir . crrete
those fastnesres—th - L wun!s o b
cuck ana the mallars, .« - runy
the tameless caglo. .o v e n
met together to enj i
and tho most unde :1-tl
trumping and toiling,
rugged mountuin ana 2w ..,
assembled nightly € <26
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table, Jack Lavish. + ¢-.¢ .. = et
and the Iifo and o' = < ws prn. 0
Martingale, who 0OT: . o.s st hufie b
Norfolk atsclf eannot, .o i.-r, ol v v
over propared to bac . o o e G
¢ the grooves,’ the *. ... ' L.

rod,’ for any amoun: ¢ © i be 1
crcdulous might cho 1o Lo d N TR

mean anxlinyy ontt o, Lo lg oo
Ponion over the Mwiuawizy ; auu ldy wop
was ono of the svlect assanblage. My kind-
est fnend and favorite nssociate, the telented
and romantic Hillingdon, who, with all us
love of the picturesque and fondness for travel
bad nover been indScotland, was oxpeciod at
the end of the weck ; and with such com-
pautons, Highland sport, Highland reonery,
and, atove nll. Highland air, what mors
could morial man desire ? My first duy's
grour>-shooting, 1 company with our lost
bimself, will scrve as a specauen of the man-
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