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nearly free; tand in cities and towvns are, for the most atot to permit the legal exclusion of any portion of
part iii gond buildings, wvell furnished and taught by tlîem froin thc fuliest adviintages of f hat provision
able tencliers. without their ltaving the benefit of teachers equally

lJnder stick circumstances, it is extremely diffi- well qualified to tcnch as tbe teachers of the publie
cit to cotupel or persuade any considerable number, schools, and schools aud instruction equally efficient.
anuch less the whole, of' auy ciass of religionists to But while teachers of the public scbools have to be
separate thouiseives from stich schools, and erect se- examined aud iicensed by a county board according
parafe ones at greater expense aud iess efficient; and to a programme prepared by the council of pnhiic in-
titat, tipon the grotud, not that the public schools stratetion, the teachers of' separate sehools are subject
interfèere wvitl tîteir faitil or atternpt to prosclyte them, to no stick test of their qualifications, but are liceuscd
but that ilonttan catîtolies tassociate with Protestants by each s;et of trustees titat employ thent ; and from
and acquire persoual feelings of respect aud affection, te inferior qualifications of soine of the teachers

whichi precludes the opportuuity of' cousttaty itteul- employed iii them, aud whicli must be the caso more
cattittg, ai-d blunts the edge of te teachîug, that and more from their inadequate remuneration, sud
Proteetantism is s sjtecies of inlidelity, that Protest- from their exemption from te examinations rcquir*d
ants are a species of infidels, and should be loved, of othter teachers, it is to be fesred that many chiid-
aud pitied ani prayed for, not even as nominal Chris- ren set off aud assigned to the separate schonl suifer

tiss, utas ertie su ifidls-that auy other serions disadvantîiges in comparison withi other
feeling in regard to Protcstautism or P~rotestaants, is chiidren residiug in the saine neigibottrhood
dlangrerous " iidifercittism," ouly a shadaa better thau spart from tixe disadvantage of their isolation, the
infidelity iîseif,-taa1t, therefore, tce publie sehools salutarv influence of the emulation and euergy which
supported by Protestanits are infidel scîtool, and tce arisin-, frot pursuiug the -same stîîdies in coniaction
Whoie scîmool system, created under the auspices of' viLth te youth of other classes in the cotnnunity,
successive admninistrattions and parliaments, aud de- and with wltom àthey are to set and associate ait
vcloped and sust:aiued by the people of UpperCanada future life. 1 tddnk that adequate protection sud
witii îinîaraiieicd unaniinaity and liberality, is an infi- security are flot provided for the scitool education of
del system !Wc have ouly to read episcopal circo- the youtb separated frora thie public schools without
Itars and tîteir ucwspaper organs, to sec titat I have auy chuice sud responsibiiity of tîteir owii and iL
failient fîtt below te realify in thus epitomizing titis may yct be the duty of the legisîsatre to look care-
tiureign element wiie lias been imported into Upper f'ully ittto titis subject. Iu the mean tinte, 1 believe
Cantada since 18,50, aud which is tas foreigu to te thîcre are sotîte separate sebools in which full justice
Epirit sud f',ehitîgs that roman Catholics have int aIl is doue to the sectîlar branches of the education of
past limite ctzt:lia'aîîd sud cberishied, and whichi the thie pulails.
gre:at Majority of thitn stili cherisit, iii regard Lo thecir Tite provision perinittin, te establishmient of
felloav Stbjects sud tbe educational ittstitutions of ithese schools itn the School Acet of 1841, wasv donbt-
tîteir country, as i'. is alien to te spirit of tritît, and 'less dictsîed by Juterai and benevoleut intentions;
thte pî'ogress of Canadiau civiliftation. 1 have reason anud fr-u. 1841 to 1850, it was attended wvili no dis-
to bt'hieve tuai. i t is by extreme exertions of ecciesias- Jcord and little or no cvii, buit was scarcely eyer acted
tical attority tîtat tuany' Roman Cstholics can be upon ex-.ept in neigihour) ods where te imuorted
tmade to endorse suub teaaciitg agaîîast the eharateter Peelings of Lrausattlantic r;chgiouis bostility preventedl
and ciîcrisied intstitutions of tite great majority of Protestatats sud Roman Cetboiics from availiug thein-
the people of Upper Canada, sud assumte or %con'inue selves of te saune sehools. But since 1850, whist
the support of separate scîtools. lIence Lte effort to %vas before requested as a favor and acted upon as an
deprive thien of their exercise cf citoice, by not leav- excepution, lias been demttnded as a riglît and insisted
iug i t to tiieni to express their individual wishes upon as a system ; aud thaough te provisions of the
froan year to yesr, but endcavouring to itîcinde toeu iaN in regard to Separate Schools have bees exteud-
as a body, piscing tue pover of exemption from thte ed since 1850, evcry conîcession lias been foliowed by
public scitools in the bauds u)f trustees. Ilence aiso a new deniand, sud every demand bas bees accoua-
tue efflorts to miake mutnicipal counciis tue imposers panied by a proposed netasutre, essentially different
sud coliectors of rates for the support of separate froi te demand oat which it was professedlyfounded,
seitools on account of te reinctance of tnauy of te sud wlîici would, if ttcceeded to, (as 1 have shows in
rate paayers coîicerrned Lo psy te rates for the support my printad reports sud correspoudence of psst years)
of suci schools, atud iii order to avoid tue contact of hatve sualvea-ted our wiîoie systtm of comînon schtool
churcit sutiîority ivitix theni. Ilence, hikevise the instruaction. IIad even tue present, separate sebool,
efforts to get aîîportiotimenfs for te support of sepa- Act introdticed near te end of te session at
rate scitools, flot according to average attendatîce Quebec iu 1855t, been passed as ithsd been prepared,
(wiîich is t princile of spportionunent adopted lu our public scitool systeni wouid now be broken up.
regard to ail te public schoois) but accordiutg tu te Nor woutid te consequacuce be less fattal were the
p)oi>uiatiou ofs wltoie reigioui persuaision. It there- short Bill iuurodîîced into the Legislature Assemly
fore hecomes every friend of general edatoation sud titis session, sud cntitled, "Au Act to smend te
k9owiedge to proteot our systcm of public instruction Upper Caunada Separate Scîtool Act. of thc yrar
agittst these open sud covert attempts to weakeu 1855,"1 to become a law. Titis bill is still peuding ;
sud sibvert iL ; sud it becouxes cvcry frieud of reli- sud it is autitorittatively sîatcd that te ecclesiastical
gious aud civil iiherty to aid in protecting individuais atitoritie8 under vhiose auspices it was prepsred sud
froîn ail sbridgement or invasion of teir right of introduced, persist in demaanding the pzussing of iL
citoice aud action-an invasion wlîicb lias assailed tarder pain of the hîighest penalties thîey can iîtflict.
tite highaiest personages in tue legisisture for tue Under such circunistauces, it becomes my duty to
parliaînnury exercise of theirjudgmeur. sud for te notice titis bill, thiat ail parties may be aware of iLs
discitarge of titir dîtties as te responsibie advisers of citaracter and iendency before the nexi. session of thte
governwteut for te whîoie people-an invasion wvhicit legisîsture. Titis bihl consists of t.vo. section9, the
woatid prostrate tito govertient aud legisistion of first of whtich repesis the .1wClf1ia section of the
te country at te fect of bierarchical asstimptions. Separate School Act;-the section witiclt containis

As iL is te duty of tite state to itrovide for te the conditions oua wviiciî su pport(ers of separte sehools
education of al the yontit of the country, it ought iare exerupted frt te payanent cf municipal scitool
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