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RIVER AND CITY 0F CANTON.

Wlhen tise E,îglish guns have once more startie
tise subject of tise "lOcleatial Empire," and wbe
those roenarkable specimens of lîumatxity known o
Il Britishs tars" have taugist thse Ilcisildren of tise Su
and Men" that %ve are not to bc triflnd with, Ohmn
and its cities and inhabîtants uigain assume, in thi
minds of the peuple of thia country, something lik
the importance whîch they possessed previons to th
Peace oi 1842.

Canton May be said to derîre from commerce thr
consideration which, it enjoys in tue eyes of tise civil
ized world. Sitaated oit tise Pearl river, sevent.
miles froni its inouth, in thse China sen, the city rauk
as the greatest emxporium of Asin, and boasts ofi
teeming population, estimated at a million. Alonj
boti saides o? thse river tise city stretches; and th
subunbs extendingr slong tise banks are almoat a
large as thse city itself. The most important part o
Canton, situated on tise left batik, ls a ut on a isilI
croivned by a fine tait pagoda.

This great comînnreii city, wich lias long beet
recogrnized ns "lo ne of tise richest and most importun
in the celestial empire," ia onclosed by a brick wall
on a foundatin oI red sandstone, some seven mile
in cîrcuinfèece, mounted in several places witl
cannon, and entercd by twelve gates. Another wall
witis four gatea, divided tise city into the old and nev
towns; the former of whicis contains tise publie ar
senals, aud the residences of tise great oliicers.

The city and suburbs of Canton are but and lak
eut after the saine fashioni. Thse narrow and crookec
streets are paved and flagged ; aIl of thein are close(
by gates; aud cacis of the thorongifares is appro.
priated to a trade. The city is intersected by severa
canals, wviici are crossed by stone bridges.

Tise temples in Canton are numerous. Upwardfi
of a isundred and tirer.ty are mnntioned in and aboui
tise city. Of these the principal is thse celebratei
Buddhist Temple oI lIo-nan, on a large island harcJ
by tise City. Witisin "ltise old town " are two othei
couaiderable temples, and a Mahometan mosqun, witl
a dome, and Minaret a hundred aud sixty lent ir
heigit. Canton boasta of a grand hall for examina-
tion of candidates for literas y honors, fourteen higli
schools, and about tisirty colleges, three of wisicis havc
in ail six hundred students.

The aspect whiich Canton presents te strangers is
one of cousiderable gaiety and animation.-The
bouses, gnnerally spenking, have only eue stery, tise
windows of wýisicis, in many cases, open on elegaut
baiconies and semetimea on teraces adorned witis
fiowers. Many oi tise bouses have sentences-no
doubt of aar oracular cisaraeter-inscrised on tiseir
entablature or- on a stone piaced between two of tise
windows; and many of tise balconies have columana
and trellises painted ia a variety of colora. It isas
been remarked, that "lthere results frein this dirersity
ôl colora a certain gaiety wisich gît-es te tise Chinese
towns mucii more animation tisan ours.13

The bsouses of the wealtisy inhabitants are built
witisin a walled court, and ricisly furnisisnd.-Thiose
of tise middle clasaes-st.ted. as one-tisird of tise
population-have ne courts, and are lesa maguificent.
Those o? tise pooreat ciasa, .wbich are numerous
aloug tise banka of tise canais, and in tise auburba,
ire the Most lyrntcied of hoeni; and a score of
human beiugs are frequently crowded into one apart-
muent. A very considerable part of tise population
have tiseir residence on the water, and f'or miles,

opposite thie City, both above and below, the river is
croivded >with vessels and rafts of every description.

On lancling nt Canton, thse stranger is forcibly
struck by the singular effect which the building. of

d the Ilhongs,1" or European factories, in the midat of
n Clinese *bouses, preduco on the eye. Thbe sfrict
allotted 4o thse F acte tes, consista of a strip of land

n reclaimed froni the river; and in front of each àa

a displayed the ational fiag. There are thirteéù

e Austrian, andother merchanta. Bach consista o
four or five honses ranged round aclosed Court. The

6English, 'I hong"l far sutrpasses thse others in eleganco
eand extent. These buildings, which front the south-

are built upon a fiat raised on piles, nnd separated
-froin thse river by a quay called IlRespendentia"l
Swalk. They have stairs by which thse merchandize fa

s shipped. Immense numbers of bouts are moored &Ml
Salong the shore hard isy.

About a mile froni the European factories, on at
esinail rocky isladnd, in tise centre of tise river which,
9from its situation, presents a formidable barrier to an
enemy approaching from thse sea, appears that fort
which thre Chmnese cali IlTse Dutch FCLly." This is
an oral enclosure, with embattled walls, above.which
are seen dragons .and dolphins, whichl surmount tbt
roofs of bouses standing under some fine trees.

9 The fort owes its naine to an attenilit made by thre
Dutcis te establisis theinselves on thse Chinese terri-
tory. At.a period wisen tisey cnrried on extensive

Strade witll China, they requested and obtained pot-
-session of thiý Little island. The suspicions of the
natives were aroused by the Ianding of a numbcr' of
boxes, and one being opened, was found to contalai

Swarlike stores. The Chinese immediateiy retract,,,
thse permission tisey had given ; and tise Dutch were

* cornpelled to abandon the island in mortification.
IThe IlDntcis Folly" was stormed and taken on théo
24th of October, by a party qf seamen and marines,
during A.dmiral Seymour's operatious ngrainst Canton.

t During thse bombardment, it was set apart for the
treception of tise wounded.

Two miles lower down tise river tisan the IlDntolb
*Folly,1" a little fort bas the reputation of iooking
wonderfully picturesque, from whatever side it la
viewed. Though flot erected by a Frencisman, tià

*is called thse IlFrench Folly," and like the Dnteh, ii
is oral and embattied, with some buildings. and a
square tower in tise middle.

Learing tise far-famed City of Canton, xnaking ou?
way througis tise junka, and descending the noble
river, with its numerous ramifications, in the inidsl
of mest picturesqun sceneis7, we arrive at the Bogue
Forts, which command tise entrance of thse river, and
xnostly oecupy steep hills rising froin thse baùks,
particularly on thse north aide.

These Bogue Forts forta an extensi% e fortification,
running along thse shore, and up the sides of tise steeb
bills. Since 1841, when they were taken by thé
Englisis, tbey have beeti fortified, and now mounit
such iseavy guns, tisat in thse bands of an enèmiy
versed ia military science, they would prove moàt
formidable. During tise recent affair, tbey weré
manned by the Chinese, and intended to destroy tbsè
fleet aI Admirai Seimour; before a few days passefi,
tise wisole of thèm wnre in possessiïon of the EngliÈb,
wbo lost one man in xnaking tise capture I

It is inside tise Bogue tisat the Canton river widezs
so as to prescrnt tise appearance of an inland sen. At
this point, thse riew is dnscribed as beautiful and pe-
culiary picturesqise, tise fiat cnltivated plan near thse
shsore formning a striking contrA.st to tise barren bills
on thse outside of thse forts; thse Mountains in tise


