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‘Ebz FRHome and Forefgn Wecord,

Dec

of Faith, the Larger and Shorter Cate-
chisms, the Form of Presbyterian Church_
Government, the Dircctory for the Public
Worship of God, and the Second Book of
Discipline, arg the subordinate standards of
the charch.

“ The subordinate standards above enu-
merated are received with the following ex-
planations :—

“1. That, while the Confession of Faith
contains the creed to which, as to a confes-
sion of his own faith, every office-hearer in
the church must testify in solemn form his
personal adherence, and while the Cate.
chisms are sanctioned as directorics for cat-
echising the 1" irectory for Public Worship,
the Form of Church Government, and the
Second Book of Discipline are of the na-
ture of regulations rather than tests, and
are not to be imposed by subscription upon
ministers and elders.

“2, That in adopting these standards
this church is not to be held as countenan-
cing persecuting or intolerant principles, or
any denial or invasion of the rights of pri-
vate judgment. i

3. That, by Christ’s appointment, the
Church is spiritually independent, and is
not suhject in its own province, and in the
administration of its own aflairs, to the
jurisdiction or authoritative interference of
of the civil power.

“V. That the church asserts for itself
2 separate and independent position in rela-
tion to other charches; and that its highest
court shall possess supreme and fina} juris-
diction over its inferior judicatories; office-
bearers and members.

“VI. That this church shall receive mi-
nisters and probationers from other Presby-
terian churches applying for admission, on
their affording satisfactory evidence of their
qualifications and eligibility, and subseri-
bing the formula.”

The most recent, and the grandest Union,
was that effected at Pittsburg, in Novem-
ber, 1869, between the Old and New
“ Schools” in the United States. The Ba-
sis is short, and in admirable contrast with
the carlier attempts of the two Assemblics.
Here it is :—“ The Union shall be effected
on the doctrinal and ccclesiastical Basis of
our common standard ; the Seriptures of
the Old and New Testaments shall be ack-
nowledged to be the inspired Word of God,
and the only infallible rule of faith and
practice ; the Confession of Faith shall
continue to be sincerely received and adopt-
ed, as containing the system of doctrine
taught in the Holy Scriptures; and the
government.and discipline of the Presbyte-

rian Church in the United States shall be
approved as containing the principles and
rules of our polity.”

The Free, the United, and the Reformed
Presbyterian Churches of Scotland are now
discussing the propricty of uniting on the
Basis of tho ** Standards pure and simple.”

The following is the Basis proposed for
the four Churches that recently met by
their representatives at Montreal :—

1. That the Holy Seriptares of the Old
and New Testaments, being the infallible
Word of God, are the supreme standard of
faith and manners.

“II. Thatthe Westminster Confession of
Faith shall be the subordinate standard of
this Chareh, it being understood,—

“1. That {ull liherty of opinionin regard
to the power ard duty of the civil magis-
trate in matters of religion, as set forth in
said Confession, he allowed ;—aund

“2, That the usc of the Shorter Cate-

chism be enjoined as an authoritative expo-
sition of doctrine fr the instruction of the
people.
8. That this Church shall maintain fra-
ternal relations with Preshyterian Charches
holding the same doctrine, government aad
discipliny, and that ministers and proba-
tioners shall bo received into the Church
subject to the suchregulations as the church
may from time to time adopt.

These documents will be nseful for study
and reference during the coming year.

. o T
THE GOLLEGE LIBRARY. .

A month or two ago we published an
Appeal from the Lilrarian of the College
for aid in books or in money to buy books.
The matter was before the Synod, and the
Rev. John Forrest was authorized to issue
the appeal referred to, and it was hoped
that there would be aliberal response. We
arc sorry to say that hitherto the response
in money has been ail, and in books very
little better than nil.

Now, the matter requires to he looked
into, gravely and carnestly. Books are to
students what implements of husbaundry
are to the farmer. Qur young men must
have books ; and if they are to be abreast of
the age in which, God has placed them they
must have the Looks that are being now
pnblished. '

The Library is large and respectable, and,



