
~24 Nw Species of Stiddebacc.

Scapular bones not visible externally. Pectoral fin, broad, sepa-
rated by a rounded triangular sl)ace from the operculum, nearly
straight above, rounded belowv, composed of' eleven rays, the two
lower soft and simple. Ventrals, consisting each of a stout spine,
,with the base sheatlîic in the integurment. Pelvie bories, very
narrow and poiiited backwvard, tliickly covered by initegument.
Dorsal spines, 5 or 6 (in so far ns observedl, 15 in the female, 6 in
the maie) ; short, stout, and ivith broad, triangtilar membranes;
anterior spine sbortest ; spînes uisually only partially erected, and,
when depressedl, concealed in the dorsal groove; second dorsal
of ten rays, second and third longest; the others, rapidly diinin-
ishing towvard the posterior end of the fin. Anal fin witli one
detacel, curved, stout, membraned spine in front, in form silniilar
to dorsal, and with ten rays. Caudal fin, broad at base, even
posteriorly, of fourteen rays. First d1orsal spine, above flic inser-
tion of the pectoral fin ; last, qbove the beginningr of the anal fin.
Colour above, duil dark olive, with irregular daiker bloiches;
abdominal region and lower part .,f gili-covers, peaiïly gray.
«Whole body dotted with minute bla-ck points. Male darker thari
feniale.

This spccies is found plentifully ini most of the small streams
near Idontreal. Its food appears to consist principally of minute
worms and crustacea. Its armature of spines and quickness in
hiding enable it to inhabit with safety very shallow and exposed
places; but it is easily taken with a dip-net, and great numbers
are captured by young anglers for bait. It is easily k-ept in
aquaria, flnding its food in the ýminute inhabita-nts of the water,
if a few tufts of algoe are kept to shelter and feed them. It bas
however the bad character of attack-ing and destroying other smnall
fishes with its formidable spines.

I amn indlebted to Mr. Putnam, assistant to Prof. Agassiz in thie
Museum of' Comparative Anatomny at Ciambridge, for comparing
this species with specimens ini that collection or duscribed in the
United States. It is nearly allied to, G. millepunctatus of Ayres.

I arn indebted for the outline in Figure 1, to Mr. R. J. Fowler,
who bas been so successful in representing our larger Canadian
fishes.
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