v

st and second years, and that there is little gained
1t 102 Jand lie in clover more than two years.

tot clover, plaster of Paris makes a eapital top-
wessing. 1t has sometimes a marvellous effect. 100
> per acre will answer, It sbould be thrown on
e laud just before or after ran, or carly in the
vorning, while the dew is yet on the ground. A top-
1ressing of well-rotted manure has an excellent effect
sa the clover crop. A top-dressing ot plaster imme-
liatels after baying often secures a heavy aftermath.

Beans as a Field Crop.

Brass are too little cultivated in Canada. For
sears past they have been selling very Ingh; and at
all times they are most valuable #s tvod for man and
beast. Bean meal is said to be the very hnat food for
aitleh cows  Speaking of the cultivation of the whte
hean, the Jate Judge Buel wrote thus:—

Thbey are a valuable crop, and with good care are
as peofitable as a wheat crop.  They leave the snil in
wourd tidis T ocaltivated beans the last year in three
dalfercnt wags, viz.an ills, in Qri 18, and sowed
broadeas.. 1 need not describe the first. which is a
well huowi process. 1 had ap acre in drilis which
was the best crop 1ever saw. My management was
s . -Un the acre of light ground. where the clover
bad beca fruzen out the preceding winter I spread
wightloads of lung manure. and immediately ploughed
and harrowed the ground. Drills of furrowa were
then made wath a light prough, at the distance of two
and a half feet, and the beans thrown along the far-
s s about the 25th of May, by the hand at the rate
wl b least a bushiel on the acre. I then gaugeda
double mold-board plough, which was passed once
bhetween the rows, and was followed by u light one-
borse roller, which flattened the nidges. The crop
was twice cleaned of weeds by the hoe, but not
carthed. The produce was more than forty-eight
biushels by actual measurement.”

An wdea presails vers generally that the kinds of
bean sown in England as a field crop will not do in
this couutry. Our impression is that this is un mis-
taike  We bave heard that some old country tarmers
have had good snccess in raising them in Canada.
We shall be glad to hear from any of our readers who
have had experience in this direction

The Parmei’s_ Wood Lot.

Tuis ing the scason of the year when farmers
generally are cutting, or preparing to cut, their
vewr’s supply of firewood, a few suggestions will not
he out ot place.

Lappesing a farmer requires ten cords of woud a
ear to <upply his family fires. and depends entirely
on Ins wood-lot for it, his wood-lot should cousist of
about fitven acres. Taking into consideration the
amaunt of firewood ho will annually pick up from
other sources, like trimmings and old trees from the
wmehard, old fencing stnff, &c., &c., we think that
titteen aeres will be found ample for almost ~ny
farmer while a less amount will supply a large pro-
portion of them.

I then. a farmer basawaod lot of a size just about
. afiicient to furnish his fires, he should go about the
worh of entting his wood in a systematic manner 50
as to make the most of his supply. Let him hegin on
one <ide of the lot —say on the southerly side, if con-
venient, and cut clean as he goes, The young shoots
will then recerve the sun, and will grow rapidly and
evenly.  Supposing his ot to furnish thirty cords of
waoud to the aere, it will take lim forty five years to
an over the whole, and e may then go Lach to the
first one ent and again rut thirty Curds to the acre.
This 13, we think, a very moderate statement, because
upon ordinary land wood will grow thirts cards to
the acre sn abonut thirty years  We hace 1n our mind
a prece of fourteen acres which was cleared smved
torye, and then pastured a year or twa, and in
tweaty-seven years from the finst cleaning, 1t was
again cut over. when it yviclded at least thirty cords
tothe acre. Thegrowth was oak, chesnutandmaple.

But few of our farmers seem to be aware how
rapidly young wood will grow, under favourable
circumstances; and as there isap inereasing seareity
of wood in New England specially. we bave thought
it best to call attention to the importance of pursuing
some well-defined plan, g0 that the supply may be
equal to the ordinary demand.

We hardly need add that & wood-lot needs to be
fooked over occasionally, sometimes to be thinned
out more ot less. Qur farmer readers already know
this, and only nced to bo reminded of the importance

of kecping a sharp eye upon their family w .l lut

—Ploughkman. !

THE CANADAN FARMER

Agricultural Progress in Berwickshivo,

Mr. Wison, of Edington Mains, thwe reports the
improvement he has witnessed during the past thirty-
four years :-—

« When I began farming, exastly thirky-four veara
ago, the application of bonc-dest as a manure for
turnipe was ju-t getting into genersl use in shus
district. and the slicing of turnips for huggeds was
theh unpraetised among us.  In IR30 or 1841 I bap
pened to procure o turpip-slicing maghine froin ene
of the midland counties of England, whickh—so far as
1 have been able to find out—was the first that was
used hy a tenant farmer in this county. Inun very fuw

1 yearaatter that date the universal use of bone-manure

caused an immense increase ot the acreage annually
under turnips, and also of the weght ot produce per
acre  The general auuption ot the practice of shang
turpips for hoggets suvon after, ehunged our whoele
eystem of sheep management.  Uur hogsets began o
be sent to marhet as soont as they were shorn, sav at
15 wonths old, in~tead of bung kept unul about two
years old, as had been the previous practiee.  The
uge of bune manwe produced nearly as great an
improvement upun the seeds as upon the turnip erop
to which it was disccily applicd.  Tins wmerease ot
the green crep and easlier marketng of the hogpets
produced, of coucse, a greatty-inereased demand for
lambs, and thus led tu correrpunding changes of prac-
tice on the upland sbeep farms, from whiah the xup

plies of store sheep weredrawn. Instead 6t an annual
crop of tno or three years old wedders of the pure
Cheviot or Blackfuced breeds, they began to cross
their ewes with Leicester rams, and sold these cross-
Lred lambs at weaning time to wie Low country
farmers  The command of portable maaures has
enabled the vecupiers of these uplying farms to bring
much additional land under tllage.  This process is
steadily extending, and asat does so, the command
uf green crups thus obtamed 13 aegularly accom-
panicd by a change tu a sheepsstock of a more valu-
able class.  All these pragtices date earlier than
twenty years ago; but they have been greatly
extended and developed gince then.  The introduc

tion of pipe-tiles for draining, and of guano, nitvate
of soda, and bones in the form of superphosphate as
manures, has supplied great additional facilitics for
all thiz. Until thirty years ago, linseed-cake may be
said to have been unknown in this district.  About
that time it began to beused in the rearing of ealves,
and gradually a good many farmers began to give a
little of it to their fattening bullocks for a short time
before sending thew to market. Now cakes of various
kinds and other farinadeous feeding stuffs are in
general nse for the fattening Lotk of sheep and cattle.
The trade in these articles and portable manure has
here as elsewhere grown to an important branch of
bueiness. Thorough draining, portable manures,
artificial feeding stuffs, are now trite expressions :
but when it cap hereported of a district or county
that all of theny are included less or move— in the
cultivation o1 very nearly the whole of its farms, it is
superflnous to add that a very great inercase of
produce bus been the result. It bas been snd that
every cwi. of guano applied to our farngis eqnivalent
to the impo=tation of n sack of wheat. Whether this
be a strictly accurate statement or no, there can be
no doubt that green crops, live stosk, dung, eorn,
is u true sequence in agriculture, and that an ingrease
of the first item really means au increase of all the
rest.”

¢ Fixing  Maztre.—An English gardener lays
great siress on what he calls ¢ Fiuing Manure. e
means breaking up the lumps, teariug in pieces the
long, strawy parts, and bringing it all into such a fine
state that it can be thoroughly mixed with the par-
ticles of the svil. Haviog brekeu it up. he mixes it
with ashes, leaves, sawdust, tonbark, and all the
refusc of his garden, laying it up in thin layers
When it has hecome partly decomposed. he everhaals
it, turning it over with the shovel, and making it one
homageorous mass  After the heap has lain a few
wonths, 1t gets another working,when it is thoroughly
“fined * and ready for use anywhere. Heis a very
sureewafil gardener, and ascribes no small part of
his success to this careful preparation of Lis manuve.
Farmers and others may loarn o hint from his ex-
ample. It is plain that coarse, lumpy manure cannot
benefit land as much as that which is broken up and
finely diffused through it  One reason why Hquid
manure and guano act so efficaciously, is because
they are so minutely divided among the soil.

Tax Bars.—Fresh tan bark is »ot of any mapurial
value, yet afier years of decay and decomposition it
becomes fair vegetable mould. The waste hmo from
the vats will cxert a Lerefieial effect on any aoil
whichreguires lime, ar where slaked lime is vatuable
fur az apphiation. Iair is a highly eoncenirated
and valuable manure

.

f'us. 1>

Failuro of the Spring Wheat Crop.

To the Edites of Tur Canaba Fanses

S.R. s you inviwe communications on subjeets o
importauce to farmers, I beg to draw attention to !
partial failure of tbe spring wheat crop of Middleco:
daring the past svason. The loss to the farmers of M}
s 5 fi .00 thimsvaree was heavy,ns a great breadt o
lar I was tilled for spring wheat, and the yield was
inferior both iu quantaty and sample, not exceodin,
ten bushels per aere as an averago while the fleld-
produced swaw cuvurh for twenty-five bushe!s per
acre and gave prouvs of that yield at midsummer

wd just hefore harvest.  Various opinions have beer
expresacd ag to the cause of the fuilure. Some farmers
think that a sort of blight struch the wheat abont
the time it was in Llossom, caused by (0o much ran
in sprang and tue suad ko heat and sun=tine just before
harvest  Others allsun (hat the seed bas run out, and
that n fresh impo.iation of seed irom foregn parts
wontd prodice an old fusluuned crop of twenty-five
ar thirvty bushels pur acie. Uthers say o too congtant
enrtisatinn of whial wilkous a proper rotation of
green 01 Toot Goopy Las eabawsted the properties of
the goil necessary for the preduction of wheat. The
sabject was discuss:l at the 1ecent Annual Meating
of the West MMdlosen Agaculaaral soctety, and the
majority of the Loant uf Iticectors, without ignaring
the foregoing canscs as acconnuing 1o some extent for
the failure, attithuie the greatest shato of damage
to the depredations of the Aptus or Plant [ ouse
which almost blackhened every fiekd, and 1 mam
instances £o cumpletiy covered the stem just helow
the wheat head. us not o leave room tor the insertion
of a pin point. aud as the insect must subsist on the
juice or Bap cuntaindd in the stalh or shuw, the uin
mense numbers tv be found ou every stalk must have
bad o tealency o alwivel the berry and reduce the

ield.
y In 1859 the fros<t so injured the fall wheat of Middle-
gex as to deter many farmess from sowing it, 80 that
«pring wheat became the staple crop and main de-
}wmh-uoo The failure of that in 1563 has set the
armers fiereabouts to thinking how they may avowd
arecurrence of the disaster  Therefore, itany of yous
contributors will ventilate this subject, and enlighten
s as to the true cruse of the failure throughou
Western Canada, it will much oblige,

Yours truly,

County CreRR> OrricE,

Londou, Febraary 2nd, 1>04. I’

JsuEs KERFER

Experiment in Ilaz-Growing

To the Eltlor of Tt Canapa Farsern.

Siw, -QObserving an ably-written article on tka
cultivation of flax in the Gt number of your exces
et periodical, I am induced to send you a sample
of flux grown in this neighbourhood the past seazon.
The grower, Mr. Wm. Blair, a flax-grower for thirty
years in the North of Ireland, settled here, in North
Oriblia, in the Fall of 1862. Hec says he never san
in Trelapd flax in it8 raw state so clear and bright 1
colour ; and but for bis having leRR it a day too long
in tho water—Dby svhich it is rendered too soft—he
doubts whether he evergrew a better sample infibre
The mistake in the time of soaking occurred {rom the
fast, that in Ircland 1t reguires to be in the water
from cight to ticelve days: whereas, in this case it
only remnined scven, that being a day too much. Mr
Blair 13 not prepared to account for the diferenee
whether 1t be an the water, the elimate or from any
uiber cause, but in the saving of time, it must be
admitted to be a greatadvantagein favonr of Canada
He is fully satisfi d with lus experiment, and, assoun
as hus furm will adinit of it, wili cultivate flax for the
market Had the sample been * scutched,” it would
of course have had a far better appearanee, but it
wag only Land-worked. Mr Blair has seat twe
samples to Ireland for inspection, and should any
thing arisc out of it worth communicating, I will d¢
so with pleasure.

1 may add, that hoth Sax anad tobacco bave beea
grown n the new setflement of Muskoka with equai
success, and are much used as domestic articles,

R. J. OLIVER

Qrillia, 29th Januvary, 1864.

[Nore ny Ep. € F —The sample of flax sent 1y
oar correspondent has been duly received,and secins
to be an cxcellent one.  We shall preserve it 1.1
examipation by any parties who take an joterestn
the cultivation of an article which is destined yo! to
rank high among (he produ °s of Canada}



