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Cultivation of Oranburries.

(T the Edutor of the Caxsva Faruen.)

Sin:—I saw in your pap.r of last month an
article on eranberrivs. 1 have a prece of ground 1
think swmtable tor them, beirs wmx or cight acres of
beaver meadow, with a spring roek running through
it. I tried in various quarteis to obtan mtormation
about them, but have recancl vo answers to my
inquiries.  You would coufer ¢ g eub tu.or on me,
and no doubt on many of your ntuv. subscribers, by
giving an article telimg where the pi ats can be got,
the beat kird, and thu proper mo.s of culture.~

F. 1L

Tharo is no reason why cranberries ghould not be
successiully cultivated amongus  1Tiey grow wild i
many places ; in truth, there are sy acres now
lying wholly neglected—covered with rusaes, coarse
grasses, stunted bushes, and these otten wtermngled
with vines of the cranberry—which arve well suted to
its cultivation, and which, by a prop.r expenditure oi
labor and capital, might be made tu 31 Id a handsome
revenue.

Cranberry plantations hiave been found to yicld an
average crop of ene hundred bustels to # o acre,
taking one year with another, though ¢ is no un-
common thing to gather two hundred and thiee
hundred bushels to the acre. At present th- frut
brings high prices in all the cities of this Continent,
selling readily at from cight to ten dollars per barrel.
Should it happen that the supply exceeds the
American demand, the fruit could be put up in barrels
and shipped with perfect safety across the Atlantie.

The cranberry isone of our mosthardy f.uit-bearing
vines, very prolific, and requiring but little care after
bein,, onco fully established, It will remain without
renewal on the same ground, and coniinue to bear
abundantly for an indefinite length of time. The
fruit is much esteemed, always finding a ready sale,
when properly handled, it will keep frezh for a
twelvemonth, and bear transportation without injury

In selecting a location for a cranberry plantation it
i3 very important to avoid tho.e places where the
waler is stagnant. Such soil 13 sodden and cold,
and the roots will rot init. 1If it cannot beso drained
that the water will be at Ieast onc foot below the
surface of the soi, it is unfit for cranberry culture,
Yet we haveno confidence in an upland plantation,
The cranberry is a scmi-aquatic plant, requiring a
constant supply of water; hence 1t 18 necessary tu
select a place where 1t can be abunduntly furmshed.

It is also very desirable in our chmate that the
beds should be well sheltered from cold, raw winds ;
and if they can have a southern exposure, so much
the better. It will also be of great advantage to
securo, if posmble, a prece of ground that can be
overflowed at pleasure, having in reserve a suflicient
body of water at a higher elevation that can be used
for this purpose. Such a body of water may be often
securcd by erecting two dams, one above the cran-
berry beds, the other below, By me.ans of the upper
dam a body of water may be kept always at hand,
which can be let on to the cranberry plants at
pleasure; and by means of the lower dam, with
properly arranged gates, the water can Ve kept on
tho beds at any desired level. ITaving these appli-
ances, the plants can be protected from late spring
frosts that would kill tho blossoms, or from very
early autumn frosts that would injure the fruit before
it is fully ripe.

Daring the winter the water should be kept so
deep that it will .ot bo frozen through to the ground,
and thus protect the plants from too great & degreo of
cold. During tho summer the water should be
drawn off to about one foot below tho surface of the

beds, thus enabling tho roots to find moisture all
through the summer, while yet the soil abovo is not
filled with stagnant water, The water also should
not be too colld.  Some locations that are in many
respects favorablo to the growth of this plant are
vendered unsuitable by reason of springs of very cold
water which furnish the chicf source of supply. This
difficulty may sometimes bo remed.ed by cutting a
ditch along the border, and draining off the cold, icy
spring water, or gathering it into a reservoir, where
1t will be warmed by the sun and air before it reaches
the plantation,

The sml musé not ho too rich. The vines may
grow in rich alluvial seils, but they will not bear
trwt,  Clay and marl are wholly unsaitable, and
heavy souls 1n general are not adapted to the growth
of this plant. Auwr, water and pure sand supply 1t
with foud, and where theso can be had in smitable
combination it will thrive best. Cranberry cultiva.
torssay that the best soil is drack sand. Thsis the
sl of the celebrated Cape Coderanberry iiantations,
cither naturally or supplied artificially.  Tho sand 1
hght and porous, admutting air and moizture freely
to tho roofs of the vines, while weeds and grasses
which would choke them, cannot grow m it.  Wherc
beach sand cannot be had, any ¢lean sand—tho nuorc
iree from all mixture of vegetable matter the better
—may be used. Some have found pure gravel—the
cleanest is the best—to be a good substitute for sand
Nexs to beach sand is peat, and this is almost always
present in wet grounds.,  The peat requires some pre
paratton before it is fitted for cranberry culture. ‘The
top turf requires to be taken off to a depth suflicient
to remove all roots of grass and weeds, and the bared
surface left exposed to the action of the frost and
weather for a whole year. This treatment will mak.
it light and porous, preventing that caking an’
cracking which is sure death to the cranberry
Where the soilis not naturaily in thesand or peats
and the location scems otherwise to be well suited to
the cultivation of the cranberry, 1t may be possible
to supply pure sand, or, as the next best, pure giavel.
After taking the turf off from the beds to a depta
that will remove all the roots of grass and weeds, the
bare surface may be covered with sand to the depth
of four or five inches, or with gravel to about half
that depth.

Overllowing the beds can be very casily cffected,
if the arrangementsin the way of dams already sug-
sested have been provided.  About the end of Qcto-
ber is the proper time to let on sufficient water to
overflow the plantation to such a depth that the
water will not be frozen through to the ground at any
time during the winter. The water should be al.
lowed to remain until such tiweo in the spring, usually
in May, as the weather becomes mild and  vegetation
commences, when it should do drawn off just to the
tops of the wvies. This will give the plants the
beneit of the inereased warmth of the weather. yet
at the same time protect them from frosts. The
water can be allowed to remain at this point until
the scason has become so far advanced that the
danger from frosis is passed, and then it should Le
drawn off entirely. 'The neccessity for this arises
from the extremo senitiveness of the blossoms—and
the samo is true of the unripe fruit—to frosts. If it
be possible to have a reservoir of water retained by a
damabove the beds with which to flood the plantation
at will, the water maybe drawnoff carlierinthe spring,
and a longer scason Ue thereby sceured than would
be safe without such an arrangement ; for if a frosty
night threatened after the water had been drawn
off, the plants counld be again covered with water
from the reservoir, and thus kept safe from the frost.
Again in autumn the unripe frait could be protected
from prematurc frosts, and sometimes the entire
crop preserved by letting on the water whenever
frost was apprehended at night, and afterwards
drawing it off in the morning., In this way also the
plants may somotimes bo presorved from the ravages

of insecta. They e liable to attacks from two
kinds of worns : ons of these destroys the vines, tio
other the fruit. 1y eubmerging the vines fora few
days assosnas the e begin to appear, they will be
drowned ottt aul *he plantation preserved.

Planting the « v nberry can be best done in the
latter part of .T.y or the beginning of Juno. The
roots are placev  tho suil, the vines spread out and
covered 80 a3 to leave only the tips of the branhes
out ; when set in this way, each branch will fo a s
plant. The closer they can bo set the sooner ey
will cover the ground. The cranberry will also grow
from cuttings. Some plantets run the viner
through a straw-cutter set to cut them in lengtlh of
about two inches, and then sow these picces b l-
cast over the ground.  Theso aro then well harrowed
i, when many of them soon root, spring up and
speedily cover the ground.  Others plant in dr-ls,
unt the method pursued is of iittle consoquence if the
sround has been so thoroughly prepared before plant.
ang that there wall be but few weeds to contend agrinst.
LE the ground 15 likely to befull of weeds and gr.:scs,
it will be necessary to plant the vines in such a wuy
:hat they may bo thoroughiy weeded out, for the
ranberry plants are not able during the first years te
‘hoke them, but, on the other hand, ave in grott
ianger of being choked by them.

The cultivation is confined chicfly to the three years
immediately after planting, and consists in Leepicg
il grass and weeds from getting & foothold.  1ke
sest method of doing this 15 not by hocing, butly
pulling up the grass and weeda with the hand, loosen-
‘ng the ground it necessary withadigg.eg fork, sotkw
the roots of tiie weeds may be wholly drasn eus
After the third sunmer the vines chould have so fu'
wovered the ground as to choke ont all grass a d
weeds, and requir: but, little attentior.

In sclecting plats to set care must ve taken to pro-
-ure frmtful plants, for there are plants which are
very fine-looking aud vigorous but which yield little
orno fruit. In gathering plants from our wearshes
some attention .uast be pad to this matter by noting
during the previons antuwnnthose which were fraitwl,
or labor and tune will be bothlost and great disappoint.
ment follow. There are many varieties of the cran.
berry, the diffurence being chicfly in the size and
shape ¢f e bersy  Those that are usua’ly culvivated
have received the names of Cherry, Bugle and Bell
cranberries, f1o. the peculiar form of the fruit, bt
the flavor is mucl the same in all.

Shade Trees —Apples for Shipping—Tears for
Marketine,

( To the Editor of the Caxaps FARMER.)

Sir :—Will you or some of your numerous readers
be kind caouga tv give mo some information about
trees. Is t..re any law to protect shade or other
trecs when planted on oar road-sides. 2. Whbat is
the proper distance ap~rt for standard apple trees.
3. What six vaneties of winter apples are the best
tor packng. 4. What six kinds of pears are best
wor fall mark ‘tisg. 5, What four sorts of winter
pears are best £ir packing and shipping. 6. What
kind of 2 hede would you recommenl asa farm
hedge.—I am, av., YouNG SUDSCRIBER,

[l. Suave Tr'zs.—There is no law applicable to
the whole Province for protecting shade-trees when
planted on the road-sides, but cach township coun-
cil 13 empowered to enact by-laws for the protection
of such trees.  Some township councils have enacted
such by-laws. Our correspondent can ascertain from
the township clerk whether any such by-law exists
in his own township.

2, Distasce Berweey ArpLe TREES IN AN
Orcitanp.—The usual distance is thirty-three feet
apart cach way. In very rich soils, where the trces
will attain & very large size, they should be set forty
feet apart each way. In the more northern parts-of
the Province observing cultivators think that some-
thing is gained in the way of mutnal protection Ly
setting tho trees closer together and training them




