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greator part of their owa living, If fod grain, it will be a
benefit to them. Duaoklings should uot be allowed free ncoess
to tho ponds or runs of water until threo weeks old. except
when hatoned later, say in Juue or July—the time when
hatched in their wild state. Althoagh in their natural state
ducka got a sreat deal of animal flesh, no kinds of poiltry
will do without with less inconvenience.

GeoRGE GLEN, in Field and River.

Eerly History of the Guernseys. |

The origin of the breeds of cattle so widely known as
Chaanel Island, seers to he uncertain. They have long been
the race they now are, and the memory of man runueth not
to the time when they were now to the islands. Mr. Geo.
Torode, who is familiar with the traditions of bis people, says
his father supposed they came, originally, from the adjacent
Prench coast, from near Issigny, 2 place still famous in Nor-
mandy for remarkable -butter, and your correspondent was
disappointed in not finding time to visit that part of Fraunece,
1o ses if a corresponding breed existed there,

At Rouen, we saw a steer of remarkable beauty iz a drove,
self-colored, with a look something akin to.the island breeds,
bt we were unable to ‘find from what province he came or
what stock he represented,

A writer ip the valnable work * The Cattle of Great
Britain,” states with grest confidence that no cattle of the-
Alderney (asall cattle of the kind are misnamed jn-England) (1)
character are to be found in Normandy, and he gives the
authority of the late Fisher Hobbs for believing, on compari-
son with a vast collection of cattle at the International Exhi-
bitien in Paris, in 1855, that they have been bred-from some
of the Swiss mountsin cattle.

Per contra, Mr. Torode’s partoer exhibited a Quernsey cow |

at this fair,and won a superb geld medal, now an heir Joom,.
and fifty guineas with her in the dairy competition ; and she
wss purchased by the Emperor Louis Napoleon, for fifty
* guineas. He had, of course, the opportunity of secing the
cattle ecxamined by Mr. Hobbs, but seems nat to have changed
his own opioion regarding the origin of his own breed.

Tbhe cattle now on-Mr. Torode's farm are descended from
the fumous cow alluded to, 2nd are of her lineal descéndants,
and & wortby one has come recently to Ameriea, Mr. Torode ]
wishing to havo the strain in the country whencs he antioi-
Ppates a great demand on the island herds.

A very elaborate series of volumes oo domestic 2nimals was
issued in Eingland in 1841, and ilustrated at great cost by
large plates in calor Tt treats oll the Chaonel island cattlcas
Alderneys, but the two specimens illustrated are in color and
every characteristio Guernseys. :

A most interesting history aud acconnt of the island and
oattle-is given. showing that for over 900 years. the people
have been remarkably protected in thir ancient customs and
conservatism’; vetainiog to ap unusual degree their own laws,
25d managing. as they stll do, their owo concerns in-a very’
independent way, although, despite their French tongue and
associations, they are amoug the most devotedly 103:3 of all:
England's possessions
B Among ~ther deviations from English ideas, the inheritance
by primee riture does act hold, but in accordance with the
Norman laws of succession, property is equally divided among
children, and thig-has been adhered to until the farms and
fields have been subdivided to their present minute areas.

Among otbet legislation peculiar to the island, many laws

{1, This may have been true, forty years ago. bat thirty years ego,
1 imported Guernsry heifers, and 1 ean answer for it the superiority of
them:in sizo and jorm to tho Jeraeys was then well understood, the

genrie name  Aldernoys® may havo been ia use, among inland people,
oren later.

‘have bedn enaotéd ‘havivg ii view the -perpétualion of the
purity of the breeds of cattle, aud most sturdily have these-
regulations becu enforced. oven when temporary advantages
offered-very great temptations to permit evasions. :

In 1789 2 law was passed by the insular legislature for-
bidding the importation of any ** cow, heifer, bull or calf,”
under a penalty of 200 lyres and the forfeiture of thé hoat
and tackle which should brig them, and a further penalty of
50 livres on any sailor on board who should not inform-of the
importation, :

Theso lawa were from time to time amended, and always in
the direction of more severe isolation from mixed breeds. Re-
turning;to & paper on the ¢ Cattle of Great Britain,” we quoté:
“We have said at the beginning of our article that Guern-
seymen will not'tolerateadmixtura ‘into their breed of cattle,
even from tho neighboring island. Tn this respect the Guern-
sey people are much more oxclusive then the inhabitants of
the larger island of Jersey ; and it is this ozclusiveness which
ig their-boast and pride. It may be,and indeed.is. the caso
that the breeds of the.other islands derive advantage from
their mixtare with Guernseys; for iustance the old-and well-
known breed: of Alderneys, which is now nearing extinotion,
has by this means become agsimilated to the Guernsey.. But,
like-the Arabs.with théit horses; Guernsey has-ever kept, and
boasts of hér determination still to keep, her ‘breed .of emtle
distinct and separate, and henge-the law is imade equally
binding on the importation of cattle from the sister islands as
fromm foreign p?u:ts.” .

Thus writes an authority, and there is no question that
frotn whdtever source the valuable traits of these oattle have
been derived, they have been képt puze and made fixed by the
persistent care they hava had from Guernseymen

The volumes iesued in-1841, conclude in yveferring. to these
cattle by saying that the Guernsey has great affinity to--the
races of Norrandy, snd the Aldérney to certain bresds of
Norway, leading to the conclusion-that the intéréourse with
the north which followed' the subjugation of Normandy, in-
troduced Scandinavian:eattle, Itwill be scen that suthorities
differ, and as centuries havé involved the questions in obscn-
tity that traditions have evjdenily not survived, it is not
likely that more will be known of the origin of thg best pro-
tected cattls in existence. . |

All the care of the island cattle usually is coufided to the
women of the families. and their gentle hands make-affectio-
unate avimals, They move their tether-stakes four or five times
a-day, lead -them to water, aod milk them three times a.day.
The wilk is set in stoneware jars about one foot 1n dizmeter,
and the same depth. Xt remains 1o those jars untit it i3 sour
and neaily solid, and then the cream =aad sour milk are

1 churned together, and golden butter resnlts,but the best butter

made- in -especial cases s by varvieg this treatment to the
extent of skimming the oream and churning it alone. The
leaves. of .tho huge Guernsey cabbage are used for wrappers
for the prints; and nothing can be more beautiful than the
brillant yellow pats uestling i the deep green leaves, when
‘they aré brought to thestone market-hoase 1n St. Peter's Port,
wheYe asmany good things are offered as in any favored city
by any sea. — Fernwood. in Country:Genllenan.

CORRESPONDENCE.
My dear Jenner Fust,

The enclosed is the list of.potatoea I planted this-year; guantity
planted in:the first column, yield in the next,and ratio of yicld to
smouat planted, in third columa.

Al were planted.in tho same ;(;-mgnd,—a light ssndy loam, and all
were manared in o precisely similar manner in the forrow, and were
sllowed to.remsin unti: ripe. T'he Englich sorts which T imgorted
were from Sutton & Sons, Reading ; they did not réach motill late in




