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which miake thé unwilling tilling to pay thelr supends, but by and.by.
it becomes & scorpion even umong, themselves. - SN
+ But-the-canstitution of the kingdom.of the Saviour is;the New:Testa:
ment, and this alone i adapted to the ex’stenge of us .lingdom .in .the
world.  To resiore-the ancient order of things.thismust be,recogmzed,
us the only constiustion of this kingdom. And in receiyingciyjzens thay
must:be receivéd into the kingdorm, just as they were received by.the
apostles into it, when.they were in the employment.of setung it-up:
And here let us asky How did they receive them 2. Did they praposa
any arlicles of religions opinions > Did they impose any; inferential
principles, or require the acknozuledgment of apy dogmas whatever?
Not-one- - The acknowfedgment of the king’s supremacy, in.one propos
silion expressive-of a fatt, and not an opinjon,. and a pramise of allegi-
winnce expressed in the aét of naturalization, were ,every item.yequisite
‘o -all the privileges of citigenship. As:this is o fundamental point, ey
'shall-be more-particular in detail. L - .
When any person desired admission into the, kingtio,m,,lxp was only,
asked-what he thought of the king. * Do you believe in your heastihat
Jesus: of NazarethTis the Messinh, the Lord of ali,” was the whola
amount_ of “the apostolic requirement. If the eandidate for admisviont
teplied in the afficmative—if’ he declared his hearty conxiction ,of-this,
fact—no other--interrogation was proposed. ‘Thev, took, him -on.his-
sulemn Jeclaration of this belief, whether Jew,or Geniile, vithout.nn
single demur. He was.forthwith naturalized, and formally.declared.to.
be a-citizef of the kingdom of Messinh. In the act of .naturalization
which: was then performed by means of water, he abjured or rengunced
spiritual -allegiance to any other prince, potentate, poniifiy or, prophet;
than Jesus the Lord.  He was then treated by the citizens-as..a, fellow:
citizen of the saints, and invited to the religious festivals of thebrother:
hwood. And whether he went to Rome, Aatioch, or Ephesus, he.was
received and tfeated by all the subjects of the Grear King as a brother
and-feltow:citizen  If heever exhibited any instances of disloyalty,.he
was affectionately reprimanded ; but il he was guiliy of treason against
the king, he was simply excluded from ihe kingdom. But we are-now
speaking of the constitatidnal ddmission of citizens inio the kingdom,af
desus Christ. and notof any thing subsequent thereto. The declaration;
of the belref of one-fact, expressed in one plain propositior., and therons
actof naturilization, ‘constituted a free citizen of this kingdom. Such
‘wasthe ancientorder of things, s il must confess,  Why, then, shiguld
we adopt a new plan, «of our own devising, which; too, is.as. i,r{a{‘rgngl‘a‘s?
unconstitatiopal.-r v - ey - R RS S AN
*-Let mo'hereask thé valy people in our foud who scem to amderstuntt
the constitution of*our Kifgdam and the laws of cur King inithess, &
spects, Why- do you, my Bapiist Brethren, in receiving.applicants.inio.
the kingdom, ask them so'many questiona about mattess aod things.which
the apostles neveridreathed-of, before 'you will prermit thenr 1o be ety
ralized-?  Although'-6b S’ dof, [ie/somhe  dihars, yresent 8108k’ To¢
their acknowtedginent, you do that which is qiiite as paauthorized and
43 uncobstitutional, . ., . ey s kb ey
Your applicant-is:itvportined: in-the-presincd 10{*a-Songregdtionwho:



