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NORTHERN MESSENGER.

THE CHEMIST'S DREAM. -

The afternoon was sultry, and in the op-
pressive air of the class-room our professor’s
voice fell somewhat monotonously on inat-
tentive ears, .My thoughts wandered
away to sylvan shades and grottoes of re-
freshing coolneas, till Iseemed to be explor-
ing anarrow passage, which presently led
me into & vast cave, where noblecolumns of
sparkling stalactite supported an arched
roof of purest crystal. I stood in one of
nature’s noblest halls, but not alone. A
strange company had gatheted there,
#Black spirits and white, blue epirits and
gray,” were before me. A festive occasion
had agsembled, in joyous mood and holiday
attire, the first-born of creation—the ele-
ments of things, )

1 was about to apologize for my intrusion
and withdraw, but received an earnest in-
vitation to remain as a guest at a picnic
dinner-party* about to take place, and for
which fifty-six family invitations, I was
told, bad been issued. Sea and land had
been ransacked for delicacies, and everything
was put in reqaisition that could minister
to the splendor of the entertainment, or to
the enjoyment of the occasion,

Whilst awaiting the summons to the ban-
quet, I looked around on the interesting
party now rapidly assembling, And here
these children of nature were seen,not asin
the chemist’s laboratory, writhing in the
heated crucible, or pent up in glassy prisons,
or peering out of gasholder and Florence
flasks, but arrayed in their native beauty,
each free asair, and all acting as impulse
prompted. The Metals, the Gases, the
Salts, the Acids, the Alkalies, the Oxides,
all were there from the mine and the mint,
from the workship of the artisan, and even
from ocean’s depths, they had come, and
many of them, ecspecially the ladies, were
most tastefully attired.

Chlorine wore a beautiful greenish-yellow
robe, while the fair daughters of Chromium
appeared in gay dresses of the liveliest
golden yellow and orange-red, Jodine had
only justarrived, and wasnot yet disencum-
bered of an unpretending outer-garment of
steel gray, which enveloped her person, but
when the warmth of the apartwent com-
pelled her to throw this aside, she appeared
arrayed in- a vesture of thin gauze, of the
“loveliest violet color imaginable, Carbonic
Acid appeared in a glain dress of snowy
white, while her mother, Carbon, wore the
deepest sables, and a gloomy countenance ;
yet, not disdaining ornament, she exhibited
ear-rings of polished jet, and a circlet of
diamonds glittered on her brow, Nitrogen
was there with her graceful daughter,
Nitrous deid, airy in all her movements, and
clad magnificently in crimson.

Nor was the costume of some of the gen-
tlemen of the party less remarkable. Swul-
phur wore a yellow suit, and Phosphorus,
flesh-colored garments ; while Phosphureted
Hydrogen, or, as heis nick-named, * Will-of-
the-Wiap,” flitted amongst us in & robe o’
living flame—the dress in which the reckless
youngster is said to haunt churchyards and
marshy places, playing his pranks upon
poor, benighted travellers, Gold, the king
of metals, was of coursearrayed in gorgeous
apparel. His royal sister, Stlver, came, lean-
irg on his arm, If this bright.eyed maiden
had less of glitter, none that knew her failed
to acknowledge her sterling worth, Mer.
cury, that reckless being, was there, as lively
and versatile as ever; now by:the ther-
mometer noting the subterranean tempera-
ture; now by the barometer predicting a
storm in the regions overhead ; now arm in
arm with this metal, then with that; and
they all, by the way, save stern old Iron,
had hard work to shake him off, This
" strange character was nevertheless a philoso-
pher of uncommon powers of reflection,
and well versed in the art of healing.
Potassium, though decidedly a brilliant fel-
low, wanifested too much levity in his de-
portment to win respect, and was pro-
nounced by those who knew him best, to be
rather soft. In gravity, Platinum surpassed
all the company ; in natural brightness, Tin
was outshone by few. :

When Oxygen arrived, with his clear, trans-
parent countenance and light elastic step, a
murmur of congratulation was heard, and
all arose to do him homage. He was a
patriarch among them, and literally a father
to many of the younger guests. His pres-
ence wasthe signal for adjournment to the
banqueting room, where, of right, he took
his seat at the head of the table. - The apart-
ment we had now entered was illuminated
with an arch of flame, of -dazzling bright-

ness, produced by a curiousapparatus which
Galvanism, who excels in these matters, had
contrived for the occasion, from materials
furnished by his friends, Zinc and Copper.
Festoons of evergreens and wreaths of roses
adorned this brilliant and fairy.like scene.
The preparation of the more substantial
part of the feast—the baking, boiling, roast-
ing, stewing etc., had been committed to
Culoric, of long experience in these matters.
The nobler metals brought costly services
of plate, and Carbon, united with fron, fur-
nished elegant steel cutlery. Aluming pro-
vided the finest china, and . Potash and Silex
jointly contributed glass of exquisite trans-
‘parency. Among these sons of nature there
18 no craving for artificial stimulants, so
Ouxygen and Hydrogen were commissioned to
find the drinkables, and the beverage they
provided was the best, the purest, and the
most refreshing that could be had, Cuardon,
with Ozygen and Hydrogen, found most of
the vegetables; and Nitrogen aided them
materially in procuring the meats abundant-
ly presented, Some individual offerings to.
the feast caught my attention; as for in-
stance, the oysters, which Carbonate of Lime
had sent in the shell ; the pyramids or ice-
creams prepared by the daughter of
Chlorine and Hydrogen ; but Hydrocyanic
Acid, the druggist, brought peaches and
nectarines from his own conservatory.

The feast way ready, but not begun till
the signal had been given by dfinity, a sort
of chaplain to the elements, having ofliciated
at the weddings of all the married ones of
the company. As usual, the conversation
did not become general till the dessert ap-
peared, when jokes were cracked as well as
nuts ; the toast and song were called for;
wit and innocent hilarity became the order
of the day. Even Ozygen, their dignified
president, relaxed from his sternness, and
told many a tale of his own mischievous
pranks in the days of old Father Chaos,
when Time and himeelf were young—how
he and Hydrogen would terrify the ichthyo-
sauri and megatheria of the ancient world
with earthquakes and ‘conflagrations:
Nitrous Oxide, too, that funniest of young-
sters, amused us with his drolleries ; Phos
phorus made a flaming speech, and Potash a
caustic one ; while Mercury proposed as a
toast, “ The medical profession, to whom we
say, ¢ Use us, but do not abuse us,”

+It chanced that I witnessed a curious little
by-scene—a flirtation that Platinum was
carrying on with Hydrogen, whom, to my
surprise, I saw seated among the metals,
and very much at home among them too,
Great indeed was the contrast between
Plgtinum, gray, heavy, and dull as he was,
and the light and buoyant creature at his
side ; but there was soon evidence of
mutual attraction. Platinum grew warm
in his attentions, and ere long quite a flame
was kindled between them. So passed the
festtve hour ; all went “merry as a marriage
bell,” till suddenly Sulphureted FlydrogeR, a
most disgraceful fellow, entered, with an
offensive air, In an instant all the metals,
to’ whom he is. particularly obnoxious,
changed "color. Lead grew even black in
the face with indignation ; Arsenicand Anii-
mony seemed jaundiced withrave ; Ammonia
to whom his presence recalled disagreeable
associations, in trying to avoid him precipi-
tated several metallic oxides to the floor ;
while Chlorine, with more self-command,
advanced to repel the intruder, Just at this
moment a strange sound, like the tramp-
ling of a mighty host, assailed my ears, Me-
thought. it was “an earthquake’s voice,”
and that now my fate .was sealed. The
arching grotto, the festive scene, faded
from before my eyes, which opened, to my
confusion, on the ' professor, who, having
concluded his lecture, was leaving his desk,
and on the empty forms, which thestudents
had just quitted, and in so doing had ruth-
lessly destroyed. my . * baseless fabric of a
vision,’’ leaving zlas, not *a wreck behind,”
—TIfrom Letsure Hour of 1858, .

———

IDLE JOACHIM.

When Luther was one day asked for a
contribution to some important Christian
object, he found himself penniless, After
a moment’s thought he remembered that
among his most valued possessions was a
beautiful medal of Joachim, Elector of
Brandenburg. Going to the drawer which
contained it he said: “ What art thou
doing there, Joachim? Dost thou not see
how idle thou art?. Come out and make
thyself useful ;”.and he gave the medal to

the object for which he had been solicited.
How many of us.have idle Joachims hoarded

among our treasures, which, if made useful,
would go far to lessen the misery, enlighten
the ignorance, and promeote the happiness
of our fellows? . _

: Question Coi'ner.—-No. 3

BIBLE QUESTIONS.

EXERCISE ON BIBLE ANIMALS,

L. “ The righteous are bold as s —.*
2. “The — and ‘the —— shall feed to-

3

gether,”
3. *The — shall eat ‘straw like the —.”
4. “ And they brought the — to Jesus.”

i 5, ¢ T!m poor man had nothing, save one lit-
g —.”
6. ' To obey is better than sacrifice,, and to

hearken than the fat of —” M. B

MISSING SORIETURE WORD.

. .**The statutes of the Lord are —,”
* Wye to them that are at —— in Zion.”
. *“To be carnally minded is —.”
. Out of the —— came forth meat, and out
of the strong came forth sweetness,”
. “Thou — my lot.” -
6. ‘* They that be whole need not
they that ave sick,”
7. ** Mine eyes have seen —— salvation.”
" 8. "“He ehall redeem —— from all his iniqui-
ies. i
9. *Who is & rack save — God I
10. **The fifth to ——, he, his sons, and his
brethren, were twelve,”
The initials of the words to be filled in form.
the whole, Pléase name, and give Scripture re-
ference.

P oonars

ii.—, but

i BIBLE QUESTIONS.

"L, What city of Syria now in existence was
contemporary with Sodom and Gomorrah?
LZé,,Whut city was spared to afford shelter for

0t ?

3. In whatcity did the Israelites bury Joseph.
ANSWERS TO BIBLE QUESTIONS NO. 2

1. 1 Kings 16: 18,
2. 1 Kings 18: 40,
1 Kings17:3,
2King-5:12,
1+ liron 5: 26.
Eze,1:1.
Jurdan.,

OUR PREMIU BOOKS

Our clerks are, busy with the lists sent in
by canvassers for subscriftions to this paper,
and the FIRST BATCH of BOOKS will be
despatched from this office in o few days to
the various persons who will be found to be
entitled to them.

Wo repeat the list of the books, and the
conditions on which they arc obtainable :—
To him or her who sends us FIVE NEW
SUngRIPTIONS, or ten rencwa's, at the
regular price of 30c per copy, we will give,
either
* Jessica's First Prayer' (Hesba Stretton),
“The Pillar of Fire; or Israel in Bondage”
(Ingraham),
¢ 4 The Prince of the House of David ” (Ingrahawm),
Bunyan’s ** Pilgrim's Progress, " colored illustra-
tions,

3.
4.
b.
[
7,

or
Foxe's ** Book of Martyis,” colored illustrations

To the person sending us TEN NEW
SUBSCRIPTIONS, or twenty renewals, af
80¢ each, we give the choice of

*¢ Uncle Remus, his Songs and Sayings,”
’ # Little Women" (Louisa M. Alcott),
* % The Last Days of Pompeii” (Lytton),
or
“Ben Hur; or the Days of the Messiah,”

Tor FIFTEEN NE\V SUBSCRIPTIONS,
or thirty renewals, at 30c each, we will send
one of the following :—

“ Barriers Burned Away,” illustrated (Rev,
E. P. Roe), i

** From Jest to Earnest,” illustrated (Rev.
E. P. Roe), .

¢ Robinson Crusoe,” illustrated, .

 The Swiss Family Robinson,” illustrated,

A Reference Bible,
or

“ Glimpses of South America,” illustrated.

TWENTY NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS, or
forty renewals, at 30c each, entitle the sender
to

A Revised Bible,
 “Pllgrim's Progress” oud ‘The Holy War”
combined, 080 pages, fully illustrated,
“ The Saint and his Saviour” (S8purgeon),
¢ Longfellow’s Poems,” illustrated, * red-line

edition,"”
or

¢ The Coral Island,” illustrated (Ballantyne).
For FORTY NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS, or
eighty renewals, at 30c each, we offer the
choice of ’

4 The World at Home,’f beautifully illustrated,
¢ The Land aud the Book,” illustrated (Thowm-
son), . .o ’
¢ Uncle Remus, his Sayings and Doings,” with
full page illustrations, | A
* Little Lord Fauntleroy,” large duirto, beausti-
fully illustrated (F. H. Burnett), ¢
: or . .
¢ The Sunday at Home " for 1886,
Those who send us FIFTY NEW SUB-
SCRIPTIONS, or one hundred. renewals,
at 30c each, may choose one of the following

splendid books— :
'* Canadiay Pictures” (Marquis of Lorne).

Mrs. Beeton's *‘ Book ot H hold Management,'
profusely illustrated (the best cookery book
ever published), ’

bk

Shakespeare’y, Buing', Hemans', Moore's or
Scott's complete works, bound in alligator,
and each containing nearly a thon;and
pages.

As will be seen, two renewals count as one
new subscription. ACH LIST sent in must be
marked with the words “For Premium.” No
person will be entitled to a prize for less than
five new subscriptions or ten renewals, butall
names need not necessarily be sent in at one
time. * State, when you have sent in all the
subscriptions you can obtain, which book you.
would prefer,

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS IN THE
UNITED STATES.

Our subscribers throughout the United
States who cannot procure the international
Post Office orders at their Post Office, can
get, instead, a Post Office order, payable at
Rouse’s Point, N. Y., which will prevent
much inconvenience both to ourselves and
to subscribers,

CLUB RATES,
Tre CLus Rares for the “)MpsseNerr,”
when sent to one address, are as follows ;=

1 copy, . s e s 30 ¢ents
10 copies <« « = =§ 250
Z5copies< 22 - - 600
50 copies- « « < + 1150

< U100 copies « - 5w me 2200 5
1,000 coples- . - = - 200 00

Jou~ DovaaLL & Son,
Publishers, Montreal,

—_— i
MonTREAL DAILY Wrtness, $3.00 a year,
post-paid. MONTREAL WEEKLY WITNESS,
$1.00 a year, post-paid. WEEKLY MESSEN.
GER, 50 cents ; 5 copics to one address, $2.00,
JorN DougaLn & SoN, Publishers,Montreal,

Que.

Truk MERIT APPREOIATED.—BROWN'S BRON-
onial TROCHKS are world-renowned as a Rimple
yet effective remedy for Coughs and Throat
Troubles, :

In o letter from the HMoN, Mers. PEry, Castle
Grey, Limerick, Ireland, they are thus referred
0:—

** Having brought your ¢ BRoNoBIAL TROCHES,’
with me when I came to reside here, I found
that, after I had given them away to those I
considered required thém, the poor people will
walk for miles to get a few.” °

EPPS’S

. ARATEFUL-COMFORTING,

COCOA

.BABY’S BIRTHDAY.
v b, A Beautiful Imported Birthday Card sent
: to any baby whose mother will send s the
names of two or more other babies, and their
parents’ addresses _Also & handsome Dia-
mond Dye Sample Card to the mother and
- much valuable information.
Wells, Ricbhardson & Co,, Montreal,

- Mention this Paper, .

| To introduce them, we

BIG OFFER. will GIVE AwWAY 1,000

Sell-Operating Washing Machines. If you want

one send us your name, P.O, snd exgeess office at

once. THE NATIONAL CO., 23 Deyst., N.Y.

OUR 25c 8ample Package of rich and iva Cards,

only 10¢, with name on, or  MEMORIES oF MY

MoIRER” and 113 other new Songs, words and music, 15¢,
Cards and Music, 22c. Address

) EUREKA CARD CO., Belton, Que.

THE NORTHERN MESSENGER is printed and pub-
lished every fortnight at Nos. 321 and 323 St. James
streot, Montreal, by John Dougall & Bon, com-
Soaed of John Redpath Do of Montreal, and

smes Duncan Dougall, of New York. -

e




