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Pusoyism and High Churchism
at Choltenham.

Weo havo received a letter from Mr.
Berington [containing somo interesting
particulars as to the spiritual condition
of this town), from which we make the
following oxtracts

“0Of Mr. Close, in conjunction with
B+Neil, Stowell, and  O'Beirne, you have
doubtless heard much. For several years
past Lo has lost no opportunity, either in
tho pulpit or on the plarform, of misre-
preseating and villifying our holy religion,
and his constant cndeavour has been to
make his classes believe that Catholicism
ond infidelity are synonymous. Under
tus patronage M¢‘Neil thundered away at
tho Assembly Rooms, the apostate Crotty
bullied at St. Mary's, and at his invitation
O'Boirne delivercd his stock of lies and
indecencies (so indecent were the pretend-
ed disclosures he made, that none but mar-
ried men were allowed by his patron to be
present at the recital of them). At Bible
and missionary meotings which hero are
neither few nor far between, hie never
fails to have a collection, to enable him,as
he says, *10 make inroads on the strong-
hold of popery,” and not content with all
this polemical warfure and religious con-
tention, he has, for the last three years,
fixed upon *Cecil’s Holiday® as the most
fitting one for * brawling and stirring up
strife.  On the Sth of November, 1839,
he held up the Catholics as murderers and
idolaters, and concluded by cailing on his
hearers to support Tory candidates as the
grand means by which Popery must be an-
nibilated. .

s fn 1840, he lamented the increase of
Catholicism, talked about ‘pulling the ems
of tho Popish privy councillors, and
‘blowing up the Papists;’ entrcating his
congregation ©to contribute largely, and
outvie in zeal the deluded Papists,who Lo
saw with sorrow, in cvery part of the
kingdom, were raising stately edifices for
the worship of Satan and ertor.” But the
bubble has at last well nigh burst, and the
5th of November 1841, sawv him mount
the pulpitzo deliver his * gunpowder plot’
discoursing to an auditory whick had
‘grown small by degrees, und beautifully
less, But on that occasion no denuncia-
tion of *Popery? was heard from his chari-
table tips. No; he had been crying ‘wolfl®
when thero was no wolf; and now that
the wolf had cffected an euntrance, there
was none to heed him ! Mr. Closo de-
clared *that it could no longer be con-
cealed, that there was an enemy much
more formidable than Popery now to con-
terd with, in her twin sister Tractarian-
ism, whick had already ealen into the
very core of DProtestantismé  After la-
menting over ‘“the apostacy of the Rev.
Mr. Sibthorp, whom he was oace in treaty
witn 10 serve St. Paul’s church in this
town, but whom he would have soon turn-
ed out, forhis chapel at Ryde had been
for some timo desccrated with Popish or
namoeats and lraditionary rubbish,’ he
declaimed against Puseyism and its follow-
ors, and concluded by giving the Catholics
the gratifying intelligence that ¢ the minis-
1ers of the Church of England in these

days never met a clerical brother after
a few wecks' scparation, without express-

ing their mutunl doubts and fears that some
change, evmo new doclrine, or a wish fo
relurn to Rome, had not taken possession
of their mind!' Hero then, we havo the
sdmission of this dotermined oppenent of
Catholicity that the Law Church is really
in denger; that *the house is divided
againstitself;* that nono of jts guides knew
what to beliove; and that tho portion of
them whom the ‘reformution plundes’ has
enriched are fearful; that tho majority of
their brethren are about to return to the
‘one Holy and Apostolic Church,’ and de-
prive them ofthe spoil.  So that in spite
of all tho rev. gentleman’s assertions, and
the labours of Stowell, M'Neil, &c.,
Catholicizm is likely to become sgain uni-
versal in this country, after two centuries
of persecution, defamation, snd calumny.
"Tho affairs of *his household® now require
attontion, and the 5th of November will in
future pass by unheeded and destitute of
tho eloquence of a Close!” Mr. Being-
ton then iuiroduces us to anotlier kind of
Clergyman, “the Rev. A. Watson, M.
A., formorly of Lieeds, and now minister of
St. John’s Cheltenham, a gentleman, to
whom, in ecclesiastical knowledge, argu-
mentative powers, and simple eloquence,
Mr. Close must be content to give the
palm,for,indeed, *comparisons are odious.’
Mr. Watson has for some time been set
down as a Puseyite, and having announced
that it was his intention to deliver * a lec-
ture on the orrors of Romanism,’ on the
cevening of the 5th inst.,I felt great anxiety
to hear him, and accordingly attended.
“The rev. gentleman commenced by
condemning *political parsons’ and ‘plat
form orators,” and those of his brethren
who endeavor to make the transaction
commemorated that day a pretext for de-
nunciation and uncharitableness. e de-
clainied against those who thought thew-
selves qualified to interpret Scripture and
defend religion without being appointed 10
do so, contending that such a doctrino was
erroneovs, and that the pastors of the
church alone had that authusity, and were
specially empowered to do so. He said,
*ho had no sympathy with those of his
clerical brethren who abused a portion of
the clergy for going as far towards Rome
as they themselves had towards Geneva .’
(Mr. Close, in the morning, cxtolled the
piety and learaing of Calvin,whom ho sty-
led the great doctor of Geneva,” and in
fact, he is little elsc than a Calvinist, com-
pletely denying the necessity or mesit of
good works.” Mr. Watson said, ‘heagreed
with Deun Field, who said the Church of
Rome was *very ecclesia, sed non vera
gcclesia,” and Archbishop Laud who de-
clared she was ‘vera ecclesia, sed non recta
ecelesia ;’ and he also belicved 'she was a
branch of the true church.?  The rev.
gentieman then went through tho 39 arii-
cles; and though my limits will sotuilow
mo to follow him through his discourse, 1
conscientiously declare, in common with
many others who heard him, that his ser-
mon throughout was rather a vindication
of the doctrines of the Catholic Clurch

than a denuaciation of them.

“0n the following Sunday he delivered
a discourse on *Transubstantintion,’ when
he quoted the very words from the holy
gospels which a Catholic would in defence

of that doctrino ; and though he did not
admit, neither did ho deny, the real pres
sence, but exhorted his hearers *to believe
with the eye of fuith,’ and not to quostion
100 far, lest they should approach the al-
tar, ‘not discerning the body of the Lord.'
Both theso discoursos gavo tho greatest
dissatisfuction and uneasiness to thoe Closc-
ites, ‘meking them quake for fear.’ Thus
you see, sir, that the Jdoctrines tavght by
tho Rev. F, Close and A, Watson ore
widely differont, which shows at least that
tho Church of England, having no real
head, no unity, and being as Cobbett justly
saig, ‘engendered in beastly lust, and’
brought forth in perfidy and plunder,’
1s now divided with contentions, and “toss-
ed about by every wind of doctrine,’ so
that in this very town five minutes' walk
will enable you to attend two clurches,
having pastors ostensibly belonging to,
and sworn to believe in the same croed,
but yet teaching directly opposite doc-
teines."*— Z'ablet,

THE PUSEYITES.

The University of Oxford is quite in a
ferment on the subject of thelate conver-
sions of clergymen of the Established
chureh to the religion of Rome. Many of
the students,it appears, are shortly expec-
ted (0 declare themselves Catholics ;-
while not a few of the professors are sus-
pected of having recently reconciled them-
selves 1o the Papal Sce. To every well
regulated mind nurtured io the principles
of the Reformation, such a s'ate of things
in an English Ubiversity must be s source
of sincere sorrow. Pityivg,as we Jdo, these
dupes of their own credulity, it is not our
intention to join issue with our cotem-
poraries in sbusing them,or calling in ques-
Yion the purity of their motives. The
agony of mind which tie sincere convert
to any cteed, if he be a good man, must
fecl before ho can vring himself to  re-
nounce tho religion of his fathers, of bis
chitchood, and of his country—before he
can, by implication, denounce us unhal-
lowed by true faith the temples in wh.ch be
worshipped—before hie can biing himsell
to gladden the heasts of his enenies, aud
fill vith sosrow the breosts of his fniends
by rtenouncivg his religious fellowship
wulr them ; is atleast deserving of Chns-
wuy forbearance, 3f not of pity. Nor s
such a man likely to be moved by revil-
wgs for having taken such a step. The
confiict through which he must have pass-
e must have rendered bim al:ogether in-
different to what the world thinks or says
upon the subject.  But while we aro for
avouding everything like o persecution of
Jie cunverts to Romamsm, 1t becomes a
s« tivus question how we sre to close ti
flo.d gates which admit the  poulent
stream into our Cniversities.  Unless pro-
per means be taken toarrestin time the
progiess of sho evil it actually threatens w
overflow this country. Some of the di-
vines at Osfo:d are assuming oli the func-
tionsof Ruman Catholic privste, without

guing through any form of conversion, s}

that there is a positive danger of the Estab-
Lslied church being oventhrown without

the people knowing anything sbout the

T

matter, ‘Thus for examplo, auricular con=
fession has been introduced into the Uni-
versity, and thoto are many porsons in
Oxford who can testify to such confessions
being made to, and absolutions for sina
given by,clergymen of the church of Eng-
land ! This may sound monstrously im-
probable, but we hare among others, the
tostimony of tho Rev. Baden Powoll, Sa-
vilian Professor of Geometry in the TUni-
versity of Oxford,that it is quite true,nev-
ertheless, This distinguished divioe, in
a sermon preached on Sunday, the 7th
instant, before tho mayor wnd corporation
of Oxlord, givesan account of the recent
doings of thoe Profevsors of Puseyism.—
London Sun.

PUSEYISM IN ENGLAND'

An article, which appears in another
column of the Sun, ,indicates the feeling,
with which thoe revolution silentiy but not
the less progressively and triumphanily,
working in Evgland in favour of the an-
cicnt faith, is regarded by a portion ofthe
English people. The conversion of the
Rev. Mr. Sibthorpe hns been followed by
maoy other ministers of the Establishment,
Fhe Cathalic colleges in Lancashire,Ches
shire and Staffordshire contain, at thie
moment, many postulants uadergoing pro~
bation previous to theic recepticninto the
bozom of the Catholic church, and the
groater number of those postulants are
‘clergymen ordaiued accordingto the Pro-
testant forinula. Auricular confession, it
appears, has been introduced into Oxford
—and the distinctions thet separate the
communion of Anglicism from Rome, are

daily dwindling,to the amazement of some
aud the horror of others. But why this

amazenent and horror 2 How can this
revolution,in this onward march,be stayed?
Is it anything more than a return to the old
and veperable ways, in which pexce and
charity, and the most exalted sentiment of
pure phitanthropy and unadulterated reli-
gion were found? The students at Oxford
had every inducement to remind them of
those days previous to the so called Re-
formation. Tley could not move without
mceting some object calculited to conjure
up the memory of the past  Their halls
were built with Catholic hands ; their en-
dowments were the contributions of Catho~
lic munificence 3 their very plate coutai-
ned the vames of Catholic donors, with
those wor's engraved—those words which
after all, tell so much of Catholicity—
«Pray for the souls of the givers.”  Weara
not surpiised at (ke progress made in Ox~
ford—nor should we be astonished ifyin tho
course of a few years more, the ductrines
of the reformation had givenplace to those
which they supplanted by visleuce, cou-
fiscation, spuinatwn aud bloed.— Limerick
Reporter. .

Maprip,Nov. 11.—A systematic perses
cution of the clergy appears to be orga-
nized. Several priests of Doreca have
been condemred to detention for various.
terms, without being ablo to find advocates,
1o take charge of their defence.  So greas
is the terror now substituted for justices
Correo Nacional,




