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~Mection, honor, and worship, whichare due to him.
alone, and to place them on the most unworthy of |
i30d’s creatures,  'This, in my opinion, is the most!
dangerous kind of idolatry, the most univcrsnlly]
. ractised, both by bad Cathalics and bad Protest-|
ants @ it isthus the idolatry of the Pagans chict!yi
-riginated  never would altars have been erected
1 Bacchus, or to Venus, had not corrupted man:
bestowed his heart and passions on the infamous
« bjects of his passions.

Ab, sir, permit me to say it, this is not onc of
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drag willions of soulsinte the gulph of perdition;
to raiso the huc aml cry against Popish pictures,!
Popish idolatry, to sound the trumpet of nlarm}
i;om the rising tothe setting of the sun, and to at |
*acl the pious practice of keeping crucifines and
scligious pictures, with the sharp and poisonous
&aafts of low ribaldry and sarcasms. I say, thisis
not one of theleast of Satan’s infernal stratagemns,
snorder to divert the attention of corrupted man,
t:om the far more dungerous idolatry i which s
mnheart is engaged, having bestowed att his at-
<cption, his affection, his devotion, on the unworthy
objects of his criminal passions, and fecling for
&iis God nothing but tho most perfect indifference.
That tbe gentlemen who call themselves ministers
of Christ, who pretendto no inconsiderable share of
fearning, and who are, or mght be, well acquant-
«d with the doctrine and practices of the Catholic
«lurch m regard to crucifixes aud pictures, shoutd
Juinin this work of destruction, should wilfully
miscepresent this pious and edifying doctrine and
practice, and thatthey should with unabated zeal,
attack this prefended Popish idolatry, a mere
phantom, instead of directing their united efforts
against that real idolatry, which is driving millions
oftouls into the gulf of perdition, is truly astonish-
éng, and affords an additional proof of whatI bave
already advanced : that sinful man, if he should
&decame so presumptious as to attempt reforming
the most holy, the most perfect of all the works of|
od, the church, will, in just punishment for his
sacrilegious presumpton, be deprived of the
teavenly light of God’s grace : with sceing eyes be
will not eee, he will call right wrong, aud wrong
cight, and < blaspheming what he does not know,
&2 will parish in bis oywmcorruption.” 2 Pet. ii. 12.
With regard (6 relics or remaius of saints, we hon-
or themin the same way as e dp scligious images,
accprding to the practice of antiquity. If this
@-aclice scandalizes you, siy, why do you permit
your Protestant Licarers to show honor and respect;
17 the remains or relicsof their deceased friends?
Are not the remaias or relics of your deceased
Protestants honored with decent burials, accompa-
aied with many ceremonies ? Ave not their tombs
decorated with costly monuments? Are not the
gemains or relics of many Protestants embalmed at
vty great expense, ang scmelimes even with great
labor gud expensg, conyeyed many thousang miles
%o the covntry of their pativity, to be deposited with
¢Xeat pomp and ceremony in thebyrying ground of
the family 1 Xanot this paying respect and honor
fq:qmgim angd relics 1 Such respect and honor axc
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the least of Satan’s infernal stratagems, in order to lcommouly too late, repentance of the agonizing

frequently shown by both Catholics and  Protest-j: sanctified again by the pregence of the llopy Ghost
ants withoutincurring the guilt of supevstition 5 and !'anu the anointing of the holy Chrism.
shown to the remains or relics of men, often noto-I! By means of hat body we cat the flesh of
rivus for their impiety ! to the remains or relics of.' Christ, who thus communicates himself to the soul,
men, who, though entitled Ly their services to the;, Thus a body, nothing but clay, and by the sin of
gratitude of their counfry, yetin al} their lifc-time, t| Adaw, nothing but corruption, becomes, through
uever secined to remember theiv Saviour, only toi the merits of the Redeciner, a sanctified body, the
blaspheme his holy name ; and who have left us;'(cmple of the Ioly Ghost, (1 Cor. vi, 19,) the
(to say the very best) mthe most cruel unccrmin-:-mnnsiou of Christ, destined tobecome at the gen
ty with regard to ther future aud everlasting destiny, |: cral resurrection a spiritval body, a glorified body,
g nothing o found our Lopes on, but the lalc,i resplendent with light and glory for ever, 1 Corxs ,
113,44,
Is it superststion, dear sir, to show great respect
Nowsir, if such honour andrespect may be shown |, and vencration to those remeins or relics which
to the relics of men, whose svuls have reccived! God himself is pleased to honour so highly?  But
that sentence which their deeds deserved, and arej;you have been told, or you have read somewhere,
actually a prey to God’s eternel vengeance, why fithat Catholics worship relics! Of thisl do not
shall it bo a sin, why superstition, to shew honour|, doubt, for I have been tald so repeatedly, and have
and respect to the relics of men, who, baving been read itin several Protestant books; yet, although 1
the best among the good, the holiest among the|llived fifteen years in a Catholic country, and have
holy, are now enjoying in the bosom of God the| been acquainted with numbers of Catholics, Loth ot
fruits of their penance and charity, sanctified by 'lhe Clorgy and Laity from alnost every Catholic
the merits of their Saviour? Why shall 1t be super-|; country in urope, I knever new one so stupid 2s to
stition tn venerate aud honour the relicsor remansjjworship relics.  According to the custom of vener-
of the Apostles, whose sacred bodies underwent (| abl antiquity, those precious relics are kept in cos-
such great futigucs, labours, and sufferings, in or-||tly shrines, under and about the altars, and highly
der to administer salvation {o the different natiohsj| venerated, as having been even in their corruptible

s aner!

of the globe? Why superstition to vespect and |
venerate the secred remainsof so many thousandsf:
of martyrs, whose souls and bodies were altogether
cmployed in promoting the glory of Ged, and the
salvation of their fellow mortals, and who died un-
der the mostexcruciating torments, victims of their|:
faith and charity!

How much Almighty God is pleased  with thoj
honaur rendered to the religs of his  decepsed sar-;
vantsand saints, he hasgepeatedly proved, by
making these ¥ery xelics instruments of mirac-
les.

The very touch of Eliseus’s bones raisgd & dgad
man to life. 4 Kings, xiii.2l.

The napkins and  handkeychiefs that had but
touched the body of 8t. Paul, cast out devils and
cured diseases.  Acts xix. 12.

Nay the very shadow of St. Peter cured diseases
in such ns honored it. Acts v. 15.

St. Aygustine, a holy father, respected br both
Protestants and Catholics, cestifiesthat at the relics
of St. Stephen there were so many miracles
wrought, that if all should bo recorded, they would
fill many volumes. Book 22 of the City of God,

WWhen wo consider, that the body of a Christian
is in a great measure made partaker of those bless-
ings, which by theholy sacraments of the Church
are conveyed to his soul, and that at the general
resurrection, it will likewise partalce of that dicine
glory, with which the mergy of God will reward
bis faith{ul seryants, wampst readijy confess, that
a great deal ofbonour, respect, and seneratiop, is
due to the remaing or relics of 2 samnt,

The water of regencration, administered in bap-
tism, sanctifies tho hody, ag. welles the soul, and
renders it gusceptible, thraugh the menits of Cluist
of etesnal glorys

In the holy sporfment of confirmation, it is
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statc, the Temple of the Holy Ghost, {1 Cor. vi,
19.) and a9 being intended fur eternal glory, when
re-united to the soul.

I ghall now dismiss the subject, trusung that I

Ilmvosaid more than enoygh to convince you and

your canlid bearers, that we are by no means guil-
ty of superstition, in respecting and honouring the
images and relics of saints. The principal arliclc
of importance left for me to explain, is what we
believe of

THE POPE.

We believe toat Jesus Christ, who would havé
hischurch tohe one, and solidly built upon unity,
hath instituted the primacy of 8t Peter, (o support
and to coment it.

To St. Peter alone, our blessed Saviour said,
thou art Poter, (arock) and upon this rock I wilt
build my church,” §c. Matt. xvi, 18,

T'o Peter alone our blessed Saviour said, ¢ will
give to thee the keysof the hingdom of heaven,”’
&e. ver. 19. .

To Pgter alone our blegsed Sayiour said, “Iimte
prayed for theo, that thy faith fail not: and thau be-
ing oncoconverted, confirin thy brethorn.”? Luke
xxii. 32. -

To Peter alone wur blessad Savjou} propused
three times the following question: “Simon, son of
John, lovest thou me?””  John xxi. ver 15’ 16, 17.
and upon Peter’s answer in the affirmative, he tells
him twice, “foed ty Jambg,” aod the third time,
“feed my sheep.”?. Finally,

Although Jesua Christ tells. all his apostles ¢ol-
lectively, ““whatever you shall bind- on carth, ghall
be bound also in heaven, and whatsoever you shail
loose upon earth. ehall be loosed also in heaven,”
Mait, xviii. v, 18, yet Reter1s the only one who
receives-the power-separeiely and individunily: “§
will give Co thee the keys of.fhe kingkom of hoaven



