W—W

186

THE CATH

From tho Cathoke Adrocato,
HISTORY

Of the life, works and doctrine of Cal.
vin, by Mr. Audin, Knight of the or-
der of St. Gregory the Great, member
of the Academy and literary circle of
Lyons, of the Z%berine Academy of
Rome, v’ the Academy of the Calkolic
Religion of the same city, §c. Now
edition, revised and coriected. Paris.
1843
THEIAPOSTOLIC LADIES.—CONTINUED.
¢¢ In the meantime, all this noise of wo-

men, preachers, colporteurs, reached even
to Paris.  The Sorbonne grew angry,
and 'ureatencd to end this business by a
decree.  The king who wished to shield
the honorof Margaret, his darling, orders
her to come to Paris.  ‘The Queen ar-
rives, attended by the Lord de Buri, go-,
vernor of Guyenne, and do Roussel, her
almoner ; an interview took place ; it was
stormy. Margaret laments, cries, prays;
she desires that de Roussel, Coraud and
Berthaud should be hieard,for they preachs
ed the true doctrine. The king is melted,
and conseats to listen to the preachers,
Roussel, Coraud, and Berthaud, by tarns
preach before the king and the Sorborne :
Bérthaud and Coraud on leaving the
church, are arrested and thrown into
prison. Berthaud, effects his escape, and
in his flight comes across a churoh, into
which he enters, and there he weeps and
repents; Coraud goes to Switzerland,
there meets with Farel, seduces a young
gitl and becomes a minister : Roussel
saves himself at Nerec, because Liente-
nant Morin has recejved orders to allow
him to escape.  Roussel took with him
his Vicar General, Aimerici, a religious
of the order of St. Rencdict, who sfier
the'death of his bishop, threw off his gown,
and married an old woman, who caused
him to die of ennui.”

When ladies take any matter in hand,
they do not give up casily, consequenily,
the advocaltes of the mass of seven points
labored hard for the conversion of the
king.

«They wished to trouble the king’s
conscience ; and lcad him gently todoubt;
th:n tley would have left him 1 quict
uniil doub: threw him into heresy. This
was a skilful manauvre.”

They succeeded to involve the king in
a correspondence with Melancihon, and
even to induce tho monarch to give to
Luther’s bosom friend an invitation to
France. Melancthon wrote a long wnd
cautious answer, and scemed rather to
delay accepting tho iavitation, than to re-
fuse it.  With this letter he transmitted a
treatise in Latin, dc morandis controver-
siis religionis ad Gallos, wherein he
frankly recognized the Pope’s supremacy,
and the necessity of a spirituul authnrity,
ever living for the government and discis
pline of the church.

The ladics had great expectations from
the expected visit of Melancthon, and
doubted not that with his science, he would
soon confound the Catholic Bishops.

 Buta red robo, on a sudden, appear-
2d, to brealk off these contemplated negos
t iations.”

11536, was not the first, and that one appeared

4 Cardinal do Tournon, archbishop of
Lyous, one day entered into tho king's
presenco with a book under his arm.

“+You haven fine book, my Lo-d,’
said the prince, casting his cyes on the
gilded clasps of tho book.

“ ¢ Sire, you have rightly called it,’ re«
pliod the Archbishop, * it is one of your
first Bishops in the church of Lyons.
By good fortune, I have come across this
passoge, which is in tho third book. I
nougrelates, that he heard from St. P
carp,.that his master St. John, the Ap
tle, on'n time going into the baths,
the hefetic,Cerinthus, and suddenly h
withdrew, saying, **let us fy ; for fea
we be sullied, and defiled by the wate
where bathes thatenemy of truth.””®

The monarch understood the applicns
tion, and countermanded the passport,
which the Chancellor was about to erpes
dito to Melancthon.

Then the reformation, baflled in it
lady nuxiliarics, had recourse to placard
and abusive tirades against the most sa
cred dogmas and mysteries of Catholic
faith. These wero written with great ace
rimony,interlarded with frequent extracts
from scripture, and replete with the vilest”
and lowest slang against the ministry, dis-
cipline, and obscrvances of the Catholic;
church. {

So many of these were writtenin 1535,
that the year in consequence, was desigs
nated and known, as **the year ofthe
placards.”? 5

THE CHRISTI4N INSTITUTIONS.

¢¢ In the month of March, 1536, Tho’s.
Platter and Balihasar lasius, concluded
at Bale the printing of ¢ The Christion

s

Institutions,”’tundoubiedly the finest book |

i
which has come [rom the haads of Cals;
vin. A poetof that time places it immne-. sun

diately after the Apostolic writings.

* Prater Apostolicat post Christi tempora chartae
Haic peperese Libro s.ccula nulh parern.”3

« Ttis the work. for which the scholar
of Noyon began to collect materials at
Bourges und Orleans, and at which he
laboured, while travelling hither and ihis
ther through France. The reformation
waited for its appearance with great
expectation. . Sonic fragmeats, read by
the author to his {riends, had been retain-
ed, transcribed and circulated at the court
of Margarct. Desperriers, Marot, Rous-
sel, nil the boon companions of the Queen,
declared that the institutions were destin-
cd to change the face of the Caiholic
world. It was known that Calvin had
undertaken this work in order 1o prove
that the reformation bad found a theoio-
gian and an author.  The book firstap-
peared in Latin.  In front, Calvin had
placed a dedication to Francis the First,
which he translated into French, as he
did many years later the book iiself. The
dedication is ono of the first monuments

* Florimond de Remond,

1 * Chnistiam Rehigioms Institutio : Joanne
Calvino, Noniodunensi autore, Basilew.
MDXXXVI. Some pretend that the cdition of

in1535. Mr. Audin says that it such edition
of 1535 cxisted, no copy has reached our

times.

anguage ; it wants ncither
eloquonce,  When it aps
iterati declared that ¢ It was
worthy of a great king, n pors
tico worthy of a suporb edifico. composi-
tion which might bo ranked hy the side of
De Thou’s introduction 1o his Universal
History, or that rof Cassaubon, to his
Polybius.”

Inthe pages of Protestant writors, wo
{ no more eloquent manifesto, as
ho principle of the reformation,
hristian [ngtitutions.  Bossuet,
genius, has not, in ono sense,
than Calvic. Behold here o
nt study, destined to destroy
to change 1 Erance the re-
tate ; and to seduce Francis
hey hope that it will ruin
aith of our fathers, which
\heo iuon of so many execcus
h has urmounted the wick-
of so many innovatora; and
in the designs of providence,
ety baok, is the most terrible
w“h the reformation could have
;,.nsl its own existence. If Cals
B, in"xnis exomologesis, have told the
truth, it is necessary to burn the books of
the other reformers ; if he be the Apostle
sent by God, the Protestants of Germany
are no more than teachers of falsehood ;
if the Institntions were written under tae
inspirations of eternal wisdom, Luthers
Captivity of Babylon,Melancthon’s Augss
burg Confession, the book of Zuinghus
De vera et falsa religione and the de cana
of (Ecolampadius, should be cast into the
fire. For the doctrines taught by Cal.
vin in his institutions are not those taught
by the German innovators. The word
of the one no more resembles the word
of the others, than shade resembles the
If- God robed with his cloud the
Israclites of Noyon, he must have left
the doctors of Germany in darkoess. Let
the reformation itsell inform vs.

1« We say,” that it is Calvin who
speaks, ** wesay that the Roman chureh
is not the daughter of Christ, that her
popes have profaned her by their impie~
tics, have poisoncd her and put herto

death,®
« And [, says Luther, I reply, that the

church is with the papists, because they
have bapiism,and absolution, and the gos-
pel "t

« And hie adds, in another place, they
have the Eucharistic sac rament, the keys
of conscicnce, preaching, the catechism,
the Holy Ghst &c.'§

«*The University of Helmstadt,consulis
ed in the 18th ceatury. concerning the
marriage of Elzabeth, princess'of Bruns-
wick-}\"olfcnbuucl, with the Archduke
of Austria, ndds—that the Catholics have
the foundation and principle of faith, that
the Roman Catholic Church is & true
Church, which hears the word of God,

* Inst. Chret. p. 774,

+ Ets: fatemur apud cos essc ecclesiam quis:
habent baptismun, absolutionen, textum evan.
geh.  Luth, in. cap. 28. fol.-698. .

§ Op. Lut. t. iv. Jen. Gerim. fol. 408,408 ;
and Nurem, fol. 320. t. 11 ; and Witt, Germ.

{ Paulus Thurlus,

fol. 273.1. iv., Alt. f0l. 275,

av——

and receives the Sacraments instituted by
Josus Clirise’§

*Calvin continues,~1{ mnintain that
the Pope of Romo is the hend and prince
of the cursed kingdom of Anti-Christ.?

¢ And the Augsburg Reformers rise up
to defend Anti-Christ, nnd sny :
ot Such is the Summary of our doctrino,
0 which it may seem that there is nothing
contrary to the Catholic Church, and to
the Roman Church.’

*So that, when Calvin so grossly ins
sults the See of Rome, beanold, tho church-
as ol Germany, nnd uts cenacle of Doc-
tors come forward to defend her boldly
against] the scholar of Noyon.’

* I wnaintain, says Calvin, that when-
ever they represent God by meaas of im-
ages, his glory is tarnished and degraded
by the imnpiety of falsehood ;* that all the
statues wliich they carve for him, and all
the pictures which they paint for him,
give him infinite displeasure, as so tany
outrages,and opprobriuss 3.”" §

* This same langunge was, at Wittem~
berg, nddressed by Carlstadt to the image-
breakers, when Luther, if you remember,
mounts the pulpit, vindicates Catholicity
against the toolish rapsodies of the Arch--
deacon,and causes the statues of the saints
1o be replaced, amid the applauso of all
the intelligent of Germany. Calvin ins
vented nothing: he derives all his argu~
ments against the use of images from the
books of Carlstadt, which the Saxon monk
visited with uasparing ridicule.

¢ Calvin goes- on :—Christian, when
they present you bread as a sign of the
body of Jesus Christ, do thou make this
comparison ¢ as bread sustaias the mate-
rial life of our body, so the body of Christ
should be the nourishment ol our spiritual
life. When they bring you wine, the
symbol of blood, think thatthe blood of
Christ shonld revifify you spiritually, as
wine-does your material body.f Ignorant
persons ! who add to the text their own
conceits, and to show 2ho subtlety. of
mind, imagine [ know not what reality,
and what substantiality, and that prodi-
gious transubstantiation, a folly of tho
brain, if there ever was one.” §

¢ The church of Wittemberg cries out,
blasphemy! the voice of her appstlo is
fult of wrath.

¢« [nbecile ! that thou art, who hast ne-
ver understood the scriptures : didst thou
understand the Greck, the text would
blind thee, it would leap into thy eyes:
read, then, simpleton ; in virtue of my
title of Doctor, 1 say tothee, that thouarnt
an ass.) :

* We have beheld Luther at Marbourg,
at the colloquy, imagined by Philip of

-Hesse, refuse to give the kirs of peaceto

tho sacramentariuns, whom Calvin repro-
sents, and devote them,  leaving Wit-
temberg, te the wrath of God and mnen.’

¢ Let the Hungarian Poet then sing the
Institotions,as thie most splendid gift-which
heaven has bestowed upon the Christian

1 worid since the Apostolictimes !

TO BE CONTINUED,

*Tnst. Chret. p. 51.
b

i Ib.

1 Christ. Relig. Insti. p. £33,

% 1b.240.

i Luihés's Tisch.-Redén, or Tablo-Talk:

b Mcemours pour servir a I'Histoiro Ecclesi-
astaque pendant le hutieme siccle, T. L.




