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AT FOOT 0F THE 'WALL.

the end of Exery epocli, and when ail are gone will be the end of
the worid. Satan once destroyed ail but three and a haif which
stili remain.

"This magnificent building," says Prof. Soccin, " produced a wonderful
impression on the Franks of the Middle Ages, and àt was popularly believed
to be the v'eritab1e temple of Solomon. The tsociety of knights founded
h;re was accordingly called the Order of the Temple, and they adopted
the dome of the Sacred Rock as a part of their armorial bearings. The
Templars, moreover, carried the plani of the building to distant parts of
Europe, and London, Laon, Metz, and sev'eral other towns stili possess
churches in this style. The polygonal outline of this mosque is eveil to be
seen in the background of Raphael's famous Spczcdizio in the Brera at
Milan."'

In the paved area rire a number of paviliors, fountains, ýand
-an elegant Saracen pulpit,'from which a sermon is preaehed every
Friday during the. month of Ramadan. Beneath the«pavement are
a number of. cisterns or reservoirs-one being upwards of 40 feet
in depth and 246 yards in circumference. -1. companion of Omar,
having let his pitdher faîl into a cistern, descended to recover it
and discovered a gate which led to orchards. Tbere lie plucked
a leaf iwhiph lie brought back to bis friends. The leaf came from
paradise and neyer faded. Others, however, who attempted to
discover the elysian orchards were unable to find them. One of
these fountains, according to tradition, occupies the site of the
brazen laver of Solomon.

The otiier great structure of this sacred inclosure is the Mosque
EI-Aksa, a vast and complex pile. Originally a basilica, buit
by the Ji,'mperor Justinian, it lias been enlarged and altered into
a greac iosque, 90 yards long and 60 yards wide. Like maniy
Moslem structures it is buiît from the spoils of carlier churches
and temples. The columns, bases and capitals exhibit inueh
variety and yet have an odd kind of harmony of their own.


