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From a national point of view, moreover, we should 
be patriotic enough to be in a position to announce that 
we have similar societies in Canada, for certain y we a 
much to be proud of in the number of municipal works,

WhlCThTsuggested Canadian Institution of Municipal En
gineers, if formed, could occasionally pay an official, visit 
to a city across the line, just as the gas engineers visited 
Toronto last year, and the American Society o Cm 
Engineers visited Ottawa recently. This is a gracetu 

of recognizing the internationality of the engineer-

It is ofter the case, in other societies, that a free
fZd " p%«“«™ep,"a‘s-chndruï 

cou-sel *£* .rtrizo, or,hou°gh, and
broadens the m1^, enlarg ^ also educational to
developes the reasoning facul y, creates a healthy
both the speaker and audience a , standard Df ex- 
and generous rivalry, and establishes ,

si- re-eral'y.

SnÏ’âLnLr.o.he “cè.l.TàSii
^b,r vlrne rr=ffi=M Visit of the society, b». 
wS'is of even greater value, the town author*, would 
hear criticisms and obtain information useful for futu

deemed de

manner 
ing profession.

The writer does not know what are the views of the

free
Perhaps the editor will throw open 
journal for such purpose.

R. O. WYNNE-ROBERTS.
Regina, June 27th, i9I3-

* * * *
of Toronto and the Acquisition of the Toronto 

Railway.

Sir—There are several matters which it will ap
parently be well for the city council of Toronto Jo take 
into consideration in estimating the expenditure that will 
be necessary within the coming year or two, in order to 
bring the street railway and its equipment into such a 
condition that will provide a better service than is at pre
sent afforded to the citizens.

Gauge.—It must be remembered that the present 
eauge of the tracks is a special one, and one to which it 
will never pay any radial railway to construct its tracks. 
The gauge of four feet, ten and seven-eighths inches 
adopted in the first instance to permit vehicles of ordinary 
p-auge to run inside the elevated portion of the rail. Even 
at the outset this was a mistake, because it was always 
a difficult matter for a wheel running upon the lower por
tion of the rail to be lifted out over the elevated portion, 
and many a wheel tire was torn off in endeavoring to get 
away from the track. The accompanying figure shows 
the form of the original rail.

operations. .
Later on, the institution could, if it was sirabï organize examinations in the .theory and praC.ee 

of municipal engineering and in municipal law.
institution would tend to weld together the

mutual interest, efficiency, 
the of-

The City
Such an

because the
:n p-s would be conducive to
confidence, progress and esPrit-de-corPs among 
ficials.

Considering that 0f V"“S dïssesj

S? UCn^hT^ ZE2&, o, their worts 
and that so v blic health, public utilities, and

that active steps 
An official 

ideas—ploughing

in the direction of
public amenities, it might seem strange 
to combine had not long since been taken.

hind md d'eveloT'heïpbit andTetiimen’t of the proverbial 

cobbler who never went beyond the confines o is own 
little village.

Whilst in the early stages, it might perhaps, be 
found possible to form only provincial institutions the 
formation of a powerful Dominion institution should be 
advocated, for in union there is strength and in co-opera-

The aim and object of the pro
in the land

, was

own

tion there is prosperity.

the institution should carry weight and tend to create an 
appreciative public opinion of the inobstrusive work car
ried on by engineers in the Dominion. Such an institu
tion if rightly directed and loyally supported in its initial 
stages, would soon reach the position when its power and 
influence would be felt outside the circle of engineers.

It is necessary, therefore, for the city council to bear 
•m mind that the gauge should be changed now that there 
is an opportunity. It should never have been permitted 
to remain in use when the railway discontinued horse in
favor of electric traction. . ,

This change necessarily requires a certain amount ot 
alteration in the tracks, and while this is being done is 
a most opportune time for widening the space between , 
them, i.e., the devil strip. The necessity of this change 
has been so self-evident that new tracks and new diamond 
crossings have already been laid to a greater width than 
previously, in readiness for this contingency.

Wide Devil-Strip Necessary to Accommodate Cars 
0f Radial Railway.—The actual width between new tracks 
at present is not known to the writer, but from observa-

At present if any Canadian engineer desires to meet 
in conference, men of similar vocation, he has to cross 
the international boundary where, of course, he will see 

his advantage, and though he will certainly re
welcome and a great hospitality, he cannot 

of lonliness in the crowd. If, how
to make an official

much to 
ceive a warm 
help but feel a sense 
ever a representative society were 
XVto the same town the members would not only receive 
èv="g,«a«r welcome and more bountiful, hospitality, but 
they would also feel far from being lost in the multitude 
tout rather as if they were members of a great family.


