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as lie bgnn Io disCu3s the question of the
Young folk?' marriaga. Findins hie hast
firmly ineistlng on g.ving hi; daugh.er
anly the dowry ho had belore mu2tiud,
Mantor Woorden moide bu. a foigncd re-
moo.tranze to th2ec terni;, and ini th:'oend
ccoedi th.- disputed po:nt. It wus th.n
docidd 4hat the mnarriago should tairo
plaze ln oight daya.

As Uthy ooturued ta Amsterdam tha noxt
1.ay, WViiim vent.ured to a.sk bis father
why hoe jad thus agreed to Mal3ter Van
Elberg'a lerms.

IlMy ison," rcplied Magter Wocrilen,
gravcly, "ldo nu., disturb me about trille.
The contracI, for hierring is a serions mat.
ter aud requir*3 ail my to.!~.

Once more in h*s own hoe Maiter
Weerden ehut hiniseif up for houri in h:8
owu 2-oam, and whau hoe ab lengthi camne
forzh hoi gave «his ,,e-rvamb a larg., pack-
age 'of lettors to miail.

Thrce day'e later th3 aid man, with bis
wrinkled laze aligh,, with triumph, whils-
pored Io his son:

" Ah, William, 1 have your dowry all
ready 'for you.l'

On 'tho day appoinzèd for the weddlng
WV,erden and bis son returnd ta Brock.
This tiene thoy were roce:ved with great
coremouy. The -%vide folding dbars that
are auly opened for chrizten:ngs, ý%vedd.ngu
alnd funerals were drawn apar!, and a
large iparty assembled.

The ýna.3ter af the houso, however, came
tu umet thoin iith su pale and troubled
aé countennnco tiait William leared ho had
surne badl nowe tu make knowu. MasttLr
WVoerdon did nuo. share hie san's alarin,
for lie knew anly Itoo surely the cause of
bis bast's distrosa.

-Wbuit troubles you, dbar friend" hoe
sa.d, -%with a hypoz-ritical siule. "You
look aoriou anil worried."I

Ah 1 1 amn cruelly emharrasseil. 1 must
bpeak %YilLh .'ou ut onze.-

"Can 1't hoe thse marriage that dispieases
,Yau ? Do You wish ta retract vour con-
sent ?"I .

'a"h, b
"Weil, %lhen, let us go on with the cere-

nuony; 'when that ils ever a.nd aur friends
are amu3ing lhomselves waecan speak at
Our easqe cf o.her matters."»

Master Nen Elberg baeitaled. Hl would
gladly pu'. ail elce aeide until his distres
et 'mind umn explained; btb.eaing aise
how fmuch wlser it wa'ald be ta take the
advice thus given hlm, hie gava th S signal
for the marriage -to.go on.

A few xiomeute la!er thD w.'dded.p.air
wei'e kneeling at th3 altar lba ree:ve the
chujrch's blessing on lhoir union, and im-
modia:ely on tha return ef th-, party ta
th.- bouse, Ma3ter Van Elberg hurried bis
gucet into h:s priva-te room.

.I My triend," hae aid anxiansly, as ean
as hliaitn cloaed ?the door, IlI huý<ve en-
gaged te <cliver 400,000 hýrr*ng ta yen
ln là <lays, and 1 have net) yet succe.-ded
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iu gotting a sing:'e one. Thy ara ail
eold."1

Il Of 'courde they are 1"I cried Master
Woerden, swith a burat cf langhter; I
have enyself bought thoin 1 "

"lAh 1"I cried Van Elberg, af ter atar-
ing a marnent at bis campanian in.utter
îkmazement I "Wbha 'then do yen ex-

"That yen will fuUfill your engagemený
Listen 1t0 me, m>' frieni Yen will ane
d4y beave yanr dangh!br a large fortnne,
and 'I shall de sig mucl fer my son. Thati
1B ail very wehi for 'the future, but, fer
lto-day khey are net on @gual terms, I
phall givq my son a shrsre in my business,
but yen give your daughter oniy 4,000
ducate. I bave met wighed te disappoint
aur childrii'% bopes, M't I bave planneid
<te compel yen te lue more mest in :rour ar-
rangemext&"

'Wbile Master Woerden thus spîlce hie
companlan <vas becoming more and moere
bewlldered.

"This la what I have donc," continueil
tho inorchant cf Arm3terdam; "lyau bave
engaged 'to soU me th'se herring at tes
florins a 'thousand, but 1 already have
thom. Yen eau enly retrieve yeur hanor
by buying tham frein me. 1.will oeil them
f0 yen for 50 f tariùs 'a 'thousand.Thu3 yon
'will pay me 16,000 florins, auid we are

IlIt la weli," replied 'Vau Elberg, w16
bail mow regained con't)rel cf is scatterzd
have cauglit me fineby."

Ho ibowed ceremaniously te his cern-
panion, 'turnedl te hie desk aud d-e up a
chack for the required suin, wh*ch *hrj
handcd 'te Maister Waerdeu With- ànethz'
baw.

The two fathors then retnrnad te thîè
parler 'te partake in the 'wedding lestiv.
ities.

Eight daya later the merchant eil Broek
came 'te viait hMe dangluter, whe new lived
with ber hushand at Amsterdam.He taund
Master, Woerden ln great tribulaton. -


