as he began to discuss the question of the
young folks’ marringa. Finding his host
firmly ipsisting on giving his daugh.or
only the dowry ho had belore mentivned,
Master Woerden made bus a feigoed re-
monstranze o thise terms, and in th2 end
conceded the disputed po:nt. It was th:u
decidad Abat the marriage should take
place in oight days.

As they voturned to Amsterdamn th2 next
2ay, William ventured to ask his father
why he had thus agreed to Master Van
Elberg’s terms.

‘*My son,” replied Magter Woerden,
gravely, * do no: disturb me about trifles.
The contract for herring is a serious mat-
ter aud requires all my thonel.s.!

Ouce more in his own house; Master
Woerden xhut himself up for hours in his
own room, and whau he at length came
forilk lie gave his servant a larg: pack-
age ‘of letters to mail.

Three days later th2 old man, with his
wrinkled face alight with triumph, whis-
pered to his soh:

‘“ Ak, William, I have your dowry all
ready ‘for you.”

On ‘the day appointed for the wedding
Woerden and his son return:d to Brock.
This time they were rece.ved with great
cerewony. The wide folding doors that
are ouly opened for christen:ngs, wadd.ngs
aud funerals 'were drawn apart, and a
large party assembled.

The master of the house, however, came
to meet them with so pale and troubled
4 countenunce that William feared he had
sume bad mews to make kuown. Mastbr
Woerden did no: share his son’s alarm,
for he knew only 'too surely the cause of
hus host’s distress.

** What troubles you, dear friend 2* he
sa.d, with a hypocritical smile. * You
look anxious and worried.”

“Ahl 1 am cruclly cmbarrassed. I must
speak with ‘you at onze.”

“Can it be this marriage that displeases
you? Do you wish to rstract your con-
sent 27
©“Oh, uol”

* Well, then, 1ot us go on with the cere-
mony ; ‘when that is over and our friends
are amusing ‘themselves wo can speak at
our ease of other matters.”

Master Van Elberg hesitated. H:would
gladly put all else aside until his distress
of mind wa3 explained; but sexing also
how imuch wiser it would be to take the
advice thus given him, he gave thy signal
for Ake marriage t0.go on. -

A few moments later thy wadded pair
were Lnecling at thy altar o receive the
church’s blessing on “their union, and im-
mediately on th2 return of th: party to
the house, Master Van Elberg hurried his
guest into his private room.

* My friend,” h2 said anxiously, as eoon
as h> had closed the door, “I have en-
gaged to deliver 400,000 horring to you
in 15 days, and I have noV yet succe:d:d
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in getting a single ome. Thxy arz all
sold.”

«“ Of course they arel' cried Master
Woerden, 4vith & burst of laughter; “I
have myself bought them 1"

“Ahl” cried Van Elberg, after star-
ing & moment at his companion in utter
pma.zement “What ‘then do you ex-
pect——"

“ That you will fulfill your engagement|
Listen to me, my friend. You will one
day leave your daugher & large fortuns,
and T shall do ag muck for my son. That
is all very well for the future, but for
to-day Kkhey are not on ggual terms. I
ghall give my son & share in my business,
but you give your daughter only 4,000
ducate. I have mot wished to disappoint
our children’s hopes, but I have planned
¢o compel you to be more just in jrour ar-
rangements.”’

. While Master Woerden thus spuke his
companion wWos becoming more and more
bewildered.

“ This is what I have done,” continued
the ‘merchant of Armsterdam ; “ you have
engaged ‘to sell me thise herring at tem
florins & ‘thousand, but I already have
them. You can only retrieve your honor
by buying them from me. I1.will sell them
to you for 60 florins‘a thousand.Thus you
will pay me 16,000 florins, and wo are
quits.”

“It is well,"” replied Van EIberg, w’bo
had mow regmned control of his scatter:q
bave caught me finely.” )

He bowed ceremoniously to his com-
panion, turned to his desk and dxew up &
chack for the required sum, which by
banded to Master Woe“dﬂn thh another
bow.

The two fathers then returnrd to the
parlor 'to _partake in the weddlng iestlv~
ities.

Eight days lo.ber the merchant o! Bro=k
came to visit hls daughter, who now lived
with her husband at Amsterdam.He found
Master Woerden in great tribulation. -




