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.ESSON IN READI'NG.

i r is a good thing to introduce the day
pleasurablyu ith cheery song. Miss W.itney
recognires this, an! acts accordingly. The
%inging was delightful, the young voiceç
blending harmoniously. In the claas-room
exercise, reading was witnessed. The class
had just been promoted (rom the sixth to the
tifth grade.

Readers were distrnbuted and opened at
page 19. The more difficult words were
first pronounced and spelled in order that
the reading might proceed tnore under.
standingly thereafter. Among these were :
lark, bark, form, sly, fast, new, lie, what,

tie, stay.
Each word having been pronounced and

spelled once or twice, the teacher began to
analyze the picture in the Reader illustrative
or the story:

" Tell me what that is behind the barrel
in the picture." "A fox." "Who stand
in front of the barrel ?" " Two little boys."
" Look at the lesson, and see if you can find
the names of the two boys." "John."
"Spell John. Spel the larger boy's name."
" N-e-d-Ned." " Annie, read what John
sys : "' Do you see the new dog, Ned ?'"
" Alice, what does Ned say." "' It is not
a dog, John, it is a fox.' " " Then what
says John ? " " ' But hark, lie can bark as a
dog.'""' Yes, but he has not the form of
a dog.'" "'May I go to him and pat
him ?'" "' No, he will hurt you if you do;
he is so sly. Ie bit Tom in the hand just
now.'" " What as the word before 'now '?"

"'Just."' "Speil just; pronouncejust. What
did John ask Ned ? " " ' fow did Tom get
him?"' " Whatdid Nedanswer?" "' The
man at the mill got him in a trap, and he let
Tom have him.'" "' What will Tom do
with him?' " " ' He will tie up the fox and
let him lie on the litter in that tub.' "

" What doe 'litter' mean ?" "A lot ofttraw
or grase." " Spell itter. Who can tell the
very hard word in the next verse ? " " Li.

erty." " We will write it on the board.
Who knows what it means ?" " It meanr
to (o as we like." "Spel liberty. Now
read the line." "' Will he run off if he à, set
at liberty?'" "'Yes, and hecan run swiftly.
lie will get off to the dell if he can, but he
may go to the shed.'" " What would tjt

fox go to the shed for?" "To get the
chickens."

Thus the reading lessen was continue!
It was not a mere repetition of words. for the
sense of the tesson was made of first impor.
tance, although the pronunciation of the
words was not neglected. (In the interva
which ensued between this study and the
next, it was noted that the children were
allowed freedom of movement that they might
rest themselves.)

CARELESSNESS IN SPEECII.

Soiv. one writes as follows in the Chmr.
tian ai Work, concerning the dreadful nis-
pronunciation and careless modes of speak-
ing now common among boys. We think
that this satire might be directed against
those of a larger growth than boys, for the
faults of slipshod pronunciation and inac.
curate articulation are very common among
Americans, even those who are by no means
illiterate, nor altogether unreined :

Among the common errors in the use of
language are these : The mispronunciation
of unaccented syllables, as terruhle for
terrible ; the omission of a letter or shoit
syllable, as goin' for going and ev'ry for
every ; and the running of words together
without giving to every one a separate and
distinct pronunciation.

I know a boy who says, " Don't wanter"
when he means "I d( n't want to,"
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