TO THE

. K I N G °

SIR,

A I ESTEEM myfelf highly honoured in
being permitted to dedicate and prefent
the  Life of Ca¥rain James Coox to
Your Majefty. It was owing to Your
Majefty’s Royal patronage and bounty,

. that this illuftrious Navigator was enabled
0 execute thofe vaft undertakings, and
to make thofe extraordinary difcoveries,
which have contributed fo much to the

; reputation of the British empire, and

have refleted fuch peculiar glory on

Your Majefty’s reign. ~Without Your .

_ Majefty’s munificence and encourage-

* ment, the world would have remained

' deftitute of that immenfe light which has

been thrown on geography, navigation,
and the moft important fciences. To

Your Majefty, therefore, a Narrative of

a s




