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Woman is the unconscious legislator of th@ frontier.
The gentle restraints of the home circle, its calm, its
‘rest, its security form the unwritten code of which the
statute book is the written exponent.

The cross is emblazoned on the rude entablature
above the hearth-stone of the cabin, and where wo-
man is, there is the holy rest of the blessed sabbath.
She, who is the child’s instructor in the truths of re-
vealed religion, is also the father’s guide and mentor
in the same ways. Faith and hope in these doctrines
as cherished by woman are the sheet anchors of our
unknit civilizations. )

Law is established because woman’s presence ren-
ders more desirable, life, property, and the other objects
for which laws are made.

Religion pumﬁes and sanctifies the frontler home
because she is the repository and early instructress in
its Holy Creeds.

The influence that woman exerts on man is one that
exalts: while she educates her child she elevates and
ennobles the entire circle of the family.

If we cast our eyes back over the vast procession of
actors and events which have composed the migrations
of our race across the continent, from ocean to ocean,
we are first struck by the bolder features of the march.
We see the battles, the feats of courage and daring,
the deeds of high enterprise in which woman is the
heroine, standing shoulder to shoulder beside her hero-
mate. Again-we look and see the wife and mother
worn with toils.and hardships, and wasted with suffer-
ing which she endures with unshaken heart—a mira- *
cle of fortitude and patience. Then we behold heras
the comforter and the guardian of the household amid




