s

. recommend them bemg closed up. at once, but I,mnst remarl; that :lt was not‘only for the_

T nntxcxpated cash profit’ on sales that these. Posts Were estabhshed, but as'a means to procare "

‘e graxn and’ conntry produce for the ]arge aem.ands of our Inland nnd Genenal Bnmness,i ,
“whxch in the absence of those I’osts would requu'e an onﬂay yearly of a. Iarge amonnt B
'.,;.uofmhv . '?“‘:‘; e : o

B To ’this“ ReporttheChxef CommisSionen replies as foIlows, nnden &ate Gth Febmary i-;

. « As regards the mmntena:nce of the Ontstahons on’ the Assme‘bme and at St Annes ‘

T st secure grain’ and. country produce for the general busmws you are aware that until

 last yeir we have had to import not only .Flour, bnt also Oats ever since. 1874, aIthoul,h
.“‘theyexxstedmfullforce. LR B B :

“ Perforce we will hnve to keep up our Estabh.hments at Portage la Prame and St ‘

¢ Anne’s until we ascertam the result of Outfit 187:, w'hxoh is alreaay nearly ended bnt my
mstruchons conveyed to you regnrdmg them - throufrh Mr. G. S. McTavise must not be

_+¢ deviuted - from, as I feel perfectly satisfied that oxders will be sent from London to close

. 46.both Stat:xons forthmth.

¢ The results nt Poplm: I’omv and thte Horse Plams nlthough apparently s‘nowm";
A | proﬁt dmndle into a loss when mterest is caIculated on the heavy stocks camed at
Y both plnccs :

“I need not repeat the remarks I have already made when referring to the St. Anne
“ Poqt a3 they- apply to it as well as to the Poxtage, but require its rectified nccount also.

RN ththst'mdm" \'our remarks that a consxdem'blo grain trade can be dome at this
"4 Post without carrying a heavy stock of "oods, I ﬁnd its Inventory 1st June last amounted
“to §31,592%; while that of Portage la Prairic’ was $45,485%; White Horse Plains
“.was 322,156‘” and Poplar Point was $30,900> ; in ail $130, 135, of which $86.397°
- * represents European Goods, and §$14,505°°, Cinadian and American ; ; showingin the former
© * case an increase of $20, ‘759"{°, and in the latter of $2,877%, and placing 2 heavy burden
“on the trade in consequence, whereas it was particularly desired that the Inventories
‘¢ ghould be much reduced. '

In a further Renort, dated 16th F. ebruary, 1878, Mr. McT,xfrsn sﬁatos T

‘ 1 agree with you that the Inventories at all our Outposts are far too large, and out.
" of proportion to the amount of business done in OQutfit 1876.

« Thc Indcnts for the Outfit requirements were- carcfully made out and bnsed on the
¢ largely mcreasm" business of the previous year, and we were far from antxcxpntm" such a
“ general stagnation of trade all over the country us followed.

¢ Since the close of 1876, the stocks at all the Red River Posts have been very much.
“ reduccd and apart from our assuming by the Depdt everything in excess of the immediate
- ¢ demands of the trade as mentioned in my last letter, the Inventories now being taken
‘*“will be found in a mnéh more sutisfactory state than in t.he previous year. -

S Thc position of the Estabhshments in Red River is very different from Inland Trndm"
"¢ Posts,’ and a very much heavier stock of goods is reqmrcd In the face of the many traders
« gnd shopkeepers in every line of business surroundmf* us, if we wish to get o fair share of-
o custom, we must at all scasons be ina posxhon to sapply oll the wants of those who deal
“ with us, as our stores arc supposed to contain a general stock of all the requirements of a
“ community, and. this ‘cannot be done by merely importing once a year, as we  have  hitherto
*¢ been domg, when with every precaution and forethoughr. it was impossible to avmd running
4 short of some articles and havmg an excess of others, and we sheuld be allowed to replenish
“ our stock 18 often as dxsposcd of, and the. oftener the' better if at a geod profit, m'espectlvo
« of the nnnount of our Iiident as limited by Council.”



