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THE SYSTEM.

In another column of the Graphic
is published a statement from Hon.
Wm.  Currie fully setting forth his
position as regards the criticism of
certain papers, in reference to his
connection with stumpage matters.
Restigouche electors very generall
who, better than the St. John news
papers referred to, understand the
system under which stumpage is
sessed, (we used the word “assesse
advisably) have always consid®ed
that a grave injustice has been done
Hon. Mr. Currie, and a careful peru-
al of his statement will convince ev-
ey independant reader that he has
done neither the people he represents
or the province any wrong. .

It has always appeared to us that
if Hon. Mr. Currie was guilty of a
wrong every lumberman in the legis-
lature and every lumberman in the
province was equally guilty. Let us
be reasonable in this matter and
stand behind the government in its
action of changing the “system” se
that in future a dishonest scaler can-
not be instrumental in defrauding the
government.

Hon. Mr. Currie's statement is not
that of a man laboring under a dis-
honest action, and we think he makes
it clear his position in the matter.

No doubt there will be partizans
whe will still cry “away with him”
but we are sure they will not be
many and these few are the ones who
are still trying to convince-the public
that their was nothing wrong in the
“patriotic potato” and other steals of
the late local government.

AR
TO® GET THEIR PAY.

In a labored editional the St. John
Standard in a recent issue ende: ed

ers are entitled to both government
and district pay for any time during
 which the schools Lave been closed"by
order of the Board of Health, not ex-
ceeding three months.”

The Standard; which has been al-
| Yeging that the Board of Education
;’ha«’ refused to pay the Resiigouche
i teachers for time when the schools
{ were closed by provintial ‘authority
! should publish the Superintendent's
{Yetter, even though by doing se it will
| nec: rily eonvict itself of deliberate
| misrepresentation  and something
worse.

HIGil PRICES.
The question’is frequently asked
| why is it that prices in Campbellton
|are so high. We look at Moncton,
; St. Joha and Fredericton market pric-
| es and note the difference and wonder
why, -
| The following are the prices quoted
1in Saturday’s warket at Fredericton
! Beef, 12 to 15" cents.

Lamb, 20 to 23 cents.

Chicken, 30 cents.

Pork, 14 to 16 cents.

Geese, $2.50 each.

Potatoes, $3 per barrel.

Turnips, 70 cents per bairel.

Apples, $4 to $6 per:barrel.

The above prices are wholesal
but even at thut are our producer
justified in asking 20ec. to 28c. for
beef; 28c. to 35¢. for lamb, 25¢. to
28¢. for pork.

—R—

SOLDIERS’ PENSIONS.

Thé matter of granting adeguate
pensions to our returned wounded
men is a very important one, yet one
which necly ta be carefully handled,
so that all may be dealt with j
The pension board no doubt ha:
heavy task before it, but if it would

dealing with individual cases, neo
doubt much friction would h~ over-
come and meetings such as that held
at Montreal last Friday cvening when
Major E. L. Buchanan was hooteil off
the platform, would be a thing of the
past.

In our estimation pensions cannot
be adequately fixed by hard and fast
legislation. The pension board should
be given authority to investigate
cases personally or by duly qualified
deputies and grant pensions accord-
ing to such information. The case
of the Campbellton boy who through
wounds is unable to earn his living
and is only getting $7.00 a month is
4 case in point:

—a—
SOLPIERS’ COMMUNITY
SETTLEMENT.

The Returned Veterans of Resti-
gouche are asking the local govern-
ment, through Premier Foster for a
grant of a block of land at Whites
Brook to be laid cut as a community
settlement for returned soldiers.

to censur the local government for
not. payimg the teachers of Resti-
gouche, and we presume other count-
ies as well, during the few wecks
that the schools were closed because
of the influenza epidemic. 'The fol-
lowing from the St. John Telegraph
answers the Standard’s article.

lomg ago as October 29 the
Chief Superintendent of Educstiion
wrote to the secretary of the board
of school trustees of Campbelllon, in
reply te an inquiry, saying:

he ¢ ity settlement idea is
1 good one and from reports of the
suitability of the land for farming
Jurpose, which are very favorable,
his should be a good thing for Camp-
seliton and should receive every en-
rouragement.

A community settlement with a lit-
le co-gperation idea should be a
great success.

AN EXPERT BAKER.
H. P. Doyle has secured the ser-

“In accordance with the provisions
of Section 122, School Manual, teach-

vices of an expert bread maker, Mr.
M. H. Banks.

Obituary . Ful dat

use a little ordinary common sensc in

li(;n. Wllllam Currie -
States His Case

(Continued from page 1.) |
all about twenty-five. Mr. McIntosh
of Northumberland County succeeded
Mr. Barker. During their.tenure of
office, though Mr. Barker and Mr.
McIntosh worked hard, and got as
good results, perhaps, for the money
expended, as have been obtained at
any time under the system, there was
no proper survey of the lumber cut
ton Crown Lands. These inspectors,

ge it. The same judgment in fair-'
ness should be accorded the lumber- |
men. The fault was clearly with the
system, and the \nly remedy was to
change it. |
The foregoing presents a frank
statement of the situatipn as it has |
existed for approximately thil?'
years. I now want to speak more
particularly about my own action in
the matter. Mr. Friel states that
it was my duty as a member of the
House to see that the province was
not defrauded. 1Tn the first place my
duty as Speaker of the Houa;e has

after the other scalers had visited
the camps, usually made a tour of the ‘
camps thémselves, saw as many of |
the logs as possible, counted the dip- |
pers in the camps, the stalls in lhv‘
hovels, sizedup the situation and es-
timated the cut. Sometimes, no
Jdoulxl, the . estimate was ex(‘,essivv,lI
sometimes not up. to the mark, huti
there was, in no case, any statement |
required by law, from the operator.
Neither did the curveyor ask for any
| statement. . The lumberman who did
not attempt to conceal his Jogs or his
landings, and ‘old no lies about his
cut to the scaler, to put the latter off
the rack, nor offered any bribe to
the scaler to reduce his report, was
honest man, and he himself con-
ered that he was doing his whole
| duty and all that the law required of
him.
After the overthrow of the Robin-
| son administration in 1908 the new
| government appointed Mr. Berry as
(chief scaler. He was given many as-
sistants; there were chief scalers, in-
i spectors of scalers, scalers, counters,
and also special men to count and
measure the stumps. Their name was
Legion. Still there was no change
in the system, and no attempt to
make a thorough survey of the cut.
The law still required no statement
from the operator, and in a great
many cases, with the exception of the
larger companies, there was no sur-
vey of their own camps made by
them. They simply put the logs in
as cheaply as they could, saving the
expense of a scaler, content if the
government officials did not exact too
great a toll on their operations. In
| practice, the position of the lumber-
(man was parallel with that of a tax-
payer under the ordinary assessment
law. The assessors make their as-
sessment, that is their business, and
the only thing a property-holder is
concerned with is that in his case his
assessment is no: too high. So long
as there is no collusion between as-
sessor and property holder, no blame |
can be attached to the latter if his
assessment is too low. Would any
one accuse him of being a robber be- E
cause the assessor was either igmor- |
ant or incapable of performing his
duties?  Would not the only course
be that of replacing the official or of
amending the system of assessment
itself? _ This is most recently illus-
trated in the new St. John assessment
law, which comes into force this
year. Property owners will have to
give a sworn statement as to the val-
ue of the property they own. Now
it is quite possihle that in, many cases
it will be discovered that men have
been under-assessed in the past, but
as the law stood in the past the new
system would not condemn them and
mark them as dishonest. The cit-
izens of St. John will not be branded
as robbers becduse the former system
did not obtain the highest amount of
revenue for municipal purposes; the
fault was clearly with the system,
and the authorities set about to chan-

SALE OF SAMPLE BOOTS

368 pairs of Sample Boots for Ladies, Misses\and Children, in patent, vici kid
and gun metal, laced or buttoned, high or low cuts; all this season’s samples from one
of the leading shoe manufacturers which we bought at a big discount and will turn
same over to our customers for less than the manufacturers original price.

Do not Miss this opportunity to get good Boots at such low prices.

LADEES' BOOTS
$3.50 to 4.50 value for $Z.98
$50010700 , 398

MISSES™ BOOTS
3.00 and 3.50 value for §1 98
4.00 and 4.50 value for 2 98

SKATING BOOTS

30 pairs only size | to 5
$3.00 to 3.50. valuefor $2 49

We still have a lot of Winter Goods which were damaged by water in our
basement, but are in perfect condition now, and will sell at a big reduction.

Bargains

Men's Overcoats
Regular $12.00 for § 890

s 15.50 for 10.90

¢ 20.00 for 15.25

Boys’ Overcoats
Regular $ 6.75 for $4.90

2 8.00 for $6.00
10.00 for $7.50

Woolen Underwear

Shirts and Sweaters for
Men and Boys which we
carried over from last season and
selling same as last seasons prices

T Ladies’ Coats

A lot of last season’s coats
in good quality at sacrifice
prices.

Ladies’ Furs
We have many bargains
_in some Muffs and Stoles
carried over from last year

Ladies” Wool Scarfs
Present value 1.75 for $1.19
Present value 2.50 for $1.79

We canry a large assortment of first quality Rubbers, for Men, Ladies,
and Children to fit all makes of boots and are selling them at reasonable prices.

DO NOT MISS THE PLACE
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\was my honest intention, and I ask,

-

nothinz whatever to do with outside
matters. It is simply to preside
over the meetings of the Legislature,
and to see to it that the business of
the House is condueted in accordance
with parliamentary procedure I
consider m) oR- as representa

tive of the people ‘my highest duty,
and it certainly is my duty as such to
see that the provinee is not defrauded
in so far as T am able to prevent if.

To make my position clear, let me !
first discuss my commection with the
Continental Lumber Company’s sturm-
rage.  As has beeh shown clearly in
evidence. 1 did not gettle the stump- '
age! that was a matter which rested
solely in the hands of the President,
Mr. Daniel Richards. My position
was and is manofacturing manager.‘
and though I own twelve per cent of
the capital stock of the Company, l‘
did not have, nor have at the present |
time, any control over the business |
management of the Continental Lum-
ber Co. A great deal has been made
of the fact that I signed the cheque
that paid the stumpage bill, but this
could have been done by the Presid-
f'nt, if [ had had any thought of fraud
in the matter, and is, I submit, in
itself, clear proof of the absence of
fraudulent intent on my part. 1 had
no means of knowing that the Gov-
ernment scaler’s estimate had ever
been larger than that upon which
stumpage was being paid; the amount
“ad been determined by said Govern-
ment officials without reference to me
the Company received the account
from the Department, and the bill
was paid in the ordinary way.

It remains now for me to give an
account of my attitudc towards this
whole stumpage question, as a re-
presentative of the pcople. The first
session of the mew parliament to
which I was elected met in May,
1917. © An improved lumber policy
was one of the planks in the plat-
form of the party to which I was at-
tached. ~When the Government at
its first meeting had this matter un-
der its consideration, I gave them
whatever information I had, not with
the idea of branding the lumbermen
as a lot of timber thieves, but to
show that under the system the Gov-
ernment was not getting the best re-
sults from their timber lands. That

was that not doing my part as a re-
presentative of the people to bring
about a change for the better? And
what was the result? A new sys-
tem was inaugurated under which
lumbérmen are compelled to take
sworn affidavit as to the amount of
timber cut by them on Crown-Lands.
Thus, the Continental Lumber Com-
pany as well as every other lumber
company in the province must hence-
forth establish upon oath the amount
upon which they will be called to paw.
Is this not doing something? Has
not the system beem bucked? ° And
am I not entitled to share in the cred-
it of having so bucked it? Mr. Friel
maintained that I should have taken
the side of the people; I assert that
I have done that very thing, and
have done it in the only effective
way. As their representative I did
my utmost to bring about this
change, and I leave it to them to de-
cide whether I have merited the crit-
icism I have received.
Thanking you Mr, Editor, for the
courtesy of publication, \
1 remain,
Faithfully yours,
‘WM. CURRIE.
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XMAS 1S ALMOST HERE

\

" It is Time to be Gelting Ready.
Do your shépping q;ly and get
better satisfaction, '

We will stere your purchdses
and deliver when wanted. :

We are showing a much larger
and better selection of Holiday Goods

. than ever.

" Toys! Toysl—

Rocking Horses, Sleighs, Dolls,
Games, Mechanical - Toys, Masks,
Toy Safes, Tree Dec?tations, Ete.

Handkerchiefs!—

Children’s from 3 for 25¢ up,
Ladies’,a nice selection at 10c each,
Fancy} Boxes and Calendars with
Handkerchiefs enclosed, 50c, 75¢
to $1.50.

. Kimonas!—

" A nice range of heavy Eider-
down, all prices and colorings.

Furs! Furs!—

Hudson Seal Coats, Mink, Red
Fox, Wolf, Lynx, Natural Wolf,
Ermine, Eté Neck-pieces, Capes
and Stoles.

" first

Blouses!—

A l-arge range of the latest styles
in Crepes, Stripes, Satin, Voiles, Etc.

Coats and Dresses—A big range at reasonable prices.

Sweater Coats, Wool Mitts and Glove, Silk Underskirts, Silk Hosiery,
Handbags, /Boudoir Caps, ' Latest Neckwear, Novelties, Etc., Ete.

GROCERY DEPARTMENT

Oranges, Grape Fruit, Lemons,
Grapes, Nuts, Rasins, Etc.

E. D. Smith’s Pure Jams and
Jellies. :
Christie’s Biscuits—Big range.

Moirs' and Ganong’s Creams,
Chocolates, Bon Bons, Etc., in
'Fancy Boxes, from 40c to $3.00.

MEAT AND FISH SECTION

Salt Mackeral, Large, Fat Shel
burn, Herring by the dozen and in
pails. it :

Cooked Ham, Lunch Tongue,
Small Hams, Shoulder Hams, Bol-
ogna, Fearman’s English cured
Breakfast Bacon.

s | Geo. G. McKenzie Co., Ltd.

- PHONE 267.

THE GIFT THAT OVER
ALL OTHERS —

PRICES
_ From $4950,$1200

NV AN

Gomasing Pathe produ r con &

A. E. ALEXANDER &

-Maritime Wholessle Distributors—
H: L. HEWSON & SON,

B

SHADOW

Limised, A
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/ Local Items

.’V'aw;y Notes of Touwn ai
? | ' Gathered by Gro

. POUGHNUTS NOW,
The 1estrictions now being off Jard
you can get doughnuts at “Doyle's
Bakery. Also all kinds of frosted

b
APPOINTED COUNTER. i
Harry S. Murray a returngd veter-
an has been appointed to the position
a8 a ter in aling of
cut from Crown-Lands.
SANTA CLAUS AT ATHOL.

At four e’clock on By noon
Santa Claus will  call ~at Athol an-
nouncing our Grand Xmas Display:

~ F. E.'SHEPHARD & C6.

i

YAFTERNOON TEA AND SALE.
-~ The Ladies Aid of the Methodist
Church inténd holding an afternoon
Tea and Sale of ' Fancy Work and
~Dec. 17th,
\

CORRECTED ' FIGURES.
The parish of Durhém which made
such a record in the Victory Loan has
done even better than the figures

4 published.” . The

are $118,200 not $110,

flags have arrived. t for the
county is & very large one, while the
ones for the town of Campbellton and
the different parishes are smaller.

LIEUT. GEO. HALLETT BACK.
Lieut. Hallett, now of Sussex, but
formerly of Dalbousie, arrived in
Fredericton last Friday and is at the
Military Hospital. Lieut. Hallett is
the New Brunswick boys

" te win recognition on the field, hav-
i istinguished hinself at Hill 70,
Milif

DECEMRBER CAME IN COLD.
December came in decidedly ?lldo
thermometer stered about 1
. above gero Sunday with a fifty mile
blowing. It continued cold
Tuesda)

ed
and




