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it be made tafatal letter,

the pictmi 
other plai 
told upon 
spoken of her IMS, If »h# could have 
eased1er heart by a flow of passion­
ate tears, It would have been better. 
But there was no inch reliefs It was 
all speechless, dark, unchanging eer- 

i -row. Great, silent woe looked out of 
> the dark eyes.

“I wonder," she said to herself, "if 
Ï, have accurately .measured my 
strength."

All the arrangements were made for 
the journey; the Duke and Duchess of 
Roaeden# were awaiting anxiously the 
arrival of the sisters, when a com­
plication arose. The member for the 

: county had died suddenly, and this 
, brought about the very opening for 

which Sir Basil had longer. He was 
'. determined to content the election, to 

; secure his seat in Parliament, and 
r then to make for himself fame,and the 

name Of a statesman. He "was born for 
" it; politics were hie vocation. This 

was an opportunity not to be lost. 
With some exertion, and the help of 
Sir Arthur Hatton, he felt sure of 
success. Of coarse he could not aé- 

1 company the sisters, as had been ar­
ranged, to France, so It was decided 
that Sir Arthur should take them 

1 thither and remain for a day or two,
1 and then rdturii at once to help with 

his canvass. . ,
The news affected the sister dif­

ferently. .. Hettle. had dreaded the 
Journey with Sir .Basil, yet had not 
liked to raise any objection. Leah had 
told herself that ehe should take her 

’ last look at his beloved'face on Eng­
lish soil. She made no remark when 

' Sir Arthur told her of the change in 
their plans; and he was blind enough 
to think that her silence arose from 
some little resentment against her? 

Ibver—so little -idea had any one of 
the true facts of the case. They | 

thought Leah very quiet for some days j 
after that. Who could guess that in : 
her own mind she was bidding adieu 
to the place ehe leved so/Well?

Once she asked Sir Arthur to drive 
her over to Glen—Sir Basil had gone 
to London on business. - The general, 
was delighted at the request; he re­
joiced to think that Leah took so' 
great an interest in the improvements.

As he drove her along the road he 
Jeeted with her and teased her, he did 

i not notice that ehe lay by hie side, 
cold and pale as a marble statue with 1 
such an expression of bitter pain on , 
her face as would have startled even 
a stranger. She was going to say good- 
by to the beautiful house that would 
never be her home now. She wanted 
to look once more on the lavish dec­
orations, at the rooms prepared for 
her, which she would never nee. She 
tried to picture Hettie there—Hettle, 
with her sweet face and golden hair, i 
who: would be so well suited to this 
dainty, picturesque home; and she 
wondered as she went through the
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The Broken
jdfen she refused to hear of thé mar­
riage taking place, as had been set­
tled, in the spring. ,

"Delayed marriages are always un­
lucky, Leah,” he said to her.

“Mine will not be so,” she replied; 
and he wondered at the strange smile 
on her face. r.

He had thought a great deal lately 
about his favorite niece—she was so 
terribly changed.. He tried to believe 
that it was due to.her anxiety con­
cerning Hettie; but that was.hardly 
possible. She had such a strange ex­
pression on her fabe. He could not un­
derstand it, though he watched her 
keenly. One thing In particular struck 
him. She never spoke of the future, 
and iter interest in everything seemed 
dead. She laughed and talked; but, to 
his eyes, there was always more or 
less of effort when she did so. Her 
face would blush, and the light In her 
eyes was too bright.

Hettie noticed nothing; her one 
great relief and source of gratitude 
wa? that she would not have to fto 
through the trial of seeing Sir Basil 
again. The doctor had said that she 
muet gO to MSantone as s^on as 'poi-.j 

Bible, and that in the meantime ehe 
must be kept perfectly free, from all 
excitement and must see no one.

Sir Basil and Hettie could never 
suspect that their secret was known 
to Martin Ray; much less could they 
imagine that it hàd been revealed to 
Leah by her father. Whatever she.

promo as a
comvlimont to anCHAPTER LI.

"I will Judée him myself,” ehe said; 
and then slowly In her own mind she 
went over the past, beginning with the 
first hour that she had met him and 
ending with, the previous evening, 
when he had parted fr6m:her with a 
pale, worn face, as though life had 
little brightness tor him. Not one cir­
cumstance escaped her memory. She 
recalled thé little incident at the 
Royal Academy, when, referring to the 
face thot she had thought like Hettie’s, 
he had said, “It has the tenderness 
that yours lacks.” Time went by un­
heeded. She forgot everything in the 
world but the task she had set her­
self ; and each fact, each 'memory, as 
it came home to her, brought with It 
confirmation of the truth.

At last, with white, tearless face 
and with clinched hands, she fell upon 
her knees with a bitter cry. '

"It is all true,” she moaned; “every 
word is true!” .

How long she knelt in'the glare of 
the firelight she never knew; but It 
was the sound of the dressing-bell 
that at length aroused her. She stood 
Up then, with a spared look on her 
ttiee.

"I must live- through it!” she said. 
1 must meet my uncle, and smile, as 
though- nothing were wrong; I must 
dress, talk, meet him who was my 
laver; I must go to see Hettie, with 
this sharp, bitter pain at my heart."
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GIFTS THAT LAST

i CHAPTER LIL
A month had elapsed since the fatal 

day on which Leah had read her 
father's letter. She had made up her 
mind now bow to act. The doctors had 
agreed that Hettie would not recover 
until ehe had had change of air, and 
It was arranged that, when the first 
breath of warm weather came, the 
family were- to go to thÿ south of 
France. The Duke and Duchess of 
Hosed cite were already settled there, 
so that there would be a "home party” 
after all. There had been some men­
tion of the wedding. Leah's beautiful 
lace had paled, and a wistful look had , 
come into her eyes. She said that! 

the wedding must be delayed; there 
could be no thought of mandate when 
Hettie was In such a fragile state of 
health. She spoke calmly, and smiled
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upon a scene that ehe wee never to 
see again; and, as she drove back, 
she felt that the pain at her heart 
could néver be sharper.
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