A Tngedy ﬂa
Far ,Norﬂl.

Wd Mm iete by
Vett from the ofl flelds abopt Fort
Norman on the Mackendla River, s
Fort MePhersen, an eold pest of the
Royal Norfhwest Meunted Pelles, nOW
¥nown as {he Reyal Canadian, It
staads on the Peel River, a tributary
ot the MacKensie, At the fort is A
gmall garrisem, maiataining erder R
their sab-Aretic*beat,” and suceerting
hunters and Iadians who may have
fallen om-evil days ameng the wind-
gwept hills of this Far Nerthland,

About 200 miles te the southwest of
Fort McPhersen i Dawsen Oity, the
gapital of The Yuken and the centre of
fhe fameus Klondike goldfields. At
Pawsen i ansther pest of the Police.
Between Fort MePherson and Dawson
there 45a youte of travel used in win-
ter by huntefs and Indians, and by
meaps-of whieh communication is
maintained with {he far northern out~
pest. It i known as the Dawson Tradl,
and each winter a pelice patrol is sent
aver it frem Fert MePherson to Daw-
gon,

Nearly eleven years ago there oc-~'
enrred on the Dawson Trail a tragedy
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record of the guardians of our West 50
and North. -
The Patrol Set Out.

Shortly after winter had set in to-
warde the close of the year 1910, the
Dawson patrol set out from Fort Mec-
HBherson. It comprised Inspector Fitz-
gerald, Constable Taylor, Constable
Kinney, and Special Constable Carter,
with three dog trains of five dogs each.
The patrol was under orders to follow
the trail through to Dawson City, about
two hundred miles distant.

Along that trail there did not exist
a single permanent habitation of white
man or Indian. The trail ran through
a wild, broken country, in the relent-
less grip of an Arctic winter.

It was known at Dawson that the
patrol had set out from Fort McPher-
son, and when more than a month had
passed without it arriving, the police
officers at Dawson became anxious. In-
dians had come in from the Peel River
district, and from them it was learned
that the Patrol had been at Mountain
Creek on January 1. Mountain Creek
is only twenty days’ march distant
from Dawson. It was then the end of
February and the patrol had not come
in. A relief patrol was, therefore, or-
ganized at Dawson and sent out to lo-
cate the whereabout of Inspector Fitz-
gerald and his men.

Corporal Dempster was placed in
aharge of the relief patrol, and with
7im were Constable Fyfe and ex-Con-
gtable Turner, and an Indian called
“Jtewart, the party having three dog
trains of five dogs each. The party set
out from Dawson on February 28, and
“h March 20 they had arrived at a point
aithin sixty miles of Fort McPherson.
Here th¢y came upon a rude and some-
what dilapidated cabin, and in this cab-
in they found the first trace of the lost
patrol—Inspector Fitzgerald’s des-
patch bag and the bag of mail carried
by the dog train. Corporal Dempster
did not think that his discovery meant
the worst. “I thought,” writers Demp-
ster in his report, “that Fitzgerald had
been somewhat hard pressed and had
put off everything possible to make the
party’s load light.”

The Fafal Spot.

The relief patrol pushed on with all
possible speed, and soon it came upon
the scene of the tragedy, only ten miles
beyond the .cabin -where the despatch
bag and thd mail bag were found. The
fatal spot was reached on the morning
following the discovery of the cabim.
As the relief natrel marched on east-
ward towards Fort McPherson, it came
first upon a tent and stove standing
beside the trail, and ten miles farther
on were found a toboggan and two sets
of dog-harness with the rawhide lash-
ing all cut out.

And now let Corporal Dempster tell
in his own words. what he found on
that blac. sub-Arctic trail that wound
over the barren hills of the Peel River
district,

“Tied to a wmow on-the bank,”
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writes Corporal Dempgter, “was a blue
handkerchief, the trail leading towards
it, I went over and climbed the bank,
and back through a fringe of willo—
inte the timber, and here I for
small open camp, and I found tw.

ieg, one of whom I recognized as that
of Constaple Kinney, and I believed
the other to be that of Constable Tay-
ler, which belief was afterwards con-
firmed. ;

Constable Taylor had ‘evidently com-
mitted suicide by blowing off the top
of his head with a& 80-30 rifie which he
gtill grasped in his feft hand: Both men
lay in bed aldoby-ﬁe.éi,nhdbm
at their feet; gach lay on his back;
they had threel Alaska sleeping bags,
one under and two over them; t.hm'.
was a frying pan, camp kettle, a small
tin wtthafswmu&uﬁ&mm
with a broken handle, axe ‘being very

blunt, The camp kettle was half full |

found a cheap witch and chain; “on
Constable Taylor’s person was ‘found
a small besdwork firebag m&inlnx
$32. Constable Kinney’s right toot m
bare and the toes has been badly, froz-
en and one toe appeared to have beon
gut, ol

We cut lome Imuh and oawnd ‘the
bodies and procoeded on towards the
Fort and T now concluded that Inspec-
tor Fitzgerald and Special Constable
Carter had left these two men in & des-
perate eﬂorttore‘chthe!‘art,md
would be found mwhm bctween
this point and McPherson. -

The Otl-' Two Vietims.

Onthoﬁoﬂowlngmnoutun
i towards the bax

ing, his léAtth hand on his breast and
right lying parallel with the body but

kettle and cup and a blunt axe with a
broken handle were near him. There
had been a little ‘tramping around
caused, I suppose; by getting firewood.
No effort of any kind had been made
in arranging any kind: dt a camp.

I discovered a: in a little
sack, suspended: ndund his neck. On
Cater's body I’ Mmﬂ ‘a"Department of

t‘lhmlh.lilntou -0,
hsveboentroun;nﬂhhﬂnxeﬂwm

slightly extended outwards. Two half- |
blankets were wrapped around him. A |

On the body‘ot Ialchtm‘ Fitzgerald |

Filheriel and l!a.rhe cheques for $50 |
uhnuhcw.wmm&‘

earthly help, the poor man’s thoughts |

Bandaged. Tho bodiss of il Toll were 1 Sprmed b hik/shifaer I R, othe 1S

‘wandering of the Dawson Patrol. . -
A Will in Charcoal.

In one of Inspector Fitzgerald's
;pockets was found a bit of paper whose
few words tell more ' forcibly than
‘elaborate deseription could possibly
.do the pathetic story of the lost patrol.
The bit of paper was Fitzgerald’s will
It ‘was written' with a bit of charred
wood and read: “All money in despatch
‘bag, and bank, clothes, etc.; I*leave to
my dearly beloved mother, Mrs. John
Ffltzgersld,.ﬂnlihx; God bless her.”

Dying of starvation and cold, and,

Indian'in a statetnent made several
months after the occurrence, also said

‘| that “Carter told me when I was leav-

ing them that he knew the trail, but I
do not thipk he did."My .reason for
thm_ldnx this is that he came’ over the
Dawson Trail some years ago, and the
country looks dl!!erent going the op-

’posite way.”. The Indinn meant that
Carter several years betore had gone .

over the’ trail tmemnc from Dn.wson
to Fort McPh n.OnthhtattJtrlp
he was going 1 ‘McPherson to Daw-.

son, agdu the I

Buried at Fort McPherson.

Commissioner Perry, who carefully
reviewed the whole case, is of the op-
inion that on the following day the
party began their return to Fort M-
Pherson then 264 miles distant.. Includ-
ing their wanderings while searching’
for a trail over the divide they lmd

velled over 340 miles.

The last entry in Inspector Fitzger-
ald’s diary is dated Fepruary 5, and it
reads: “Just after noon I broke
through the ice and had to make fire;
found ome foot slightly frozen. Killed
another dog to-night: have only five

o dounow. and can only go a few miles
dfa day. Everybody breaking out on the

body and skin peeling off.”
‘That was thg “Jast” record of the

| tragedy lett bebind by the victims. The,
3 mdroutmuthhndotthm-,_

‘relef to send back. This he was noty{"

A g
weak to' travel through and left them

all the ecamp equipment theéy had, and’|

with Carter, pushed on towards Fqgt
McPherson, with the hope of getting

fated to a.oemplhh. About ten
tirther on he'and ex-Constable &
yldded up their lives, Carter nccnmb-
ed first and -was laid out by L
Fitzgerald; wﬁo probably died shortl¥

'm. bodlu of the four victims of the
tragedy were carried back to Fort Mcx
Pherwn.ﬁ-mwhlchthom&mlm ot
out in"the precoding December. Th
were laid away in one wide grave and
there, at that outpost of the Far Noj

1and, repose the remains of the nl’e

whml!m“ntmimtdamne ]
‘;? nb-Arcttc Jmhﬂon oY
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