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ECHOES OF THE SESSION.

The session which has just been brought 
to a close was in some respects note 
worthy. The number of Acts passed 
was eighty-four and some of them are of 
very considerable importance. Auiong 
them we may mention the Railway Facil
ity Act, the Act in amendment of the 
law relating to County Courts, the Act 
increasing the jurisdiction of Commis
sioners of Parish Courts, the Act in 
reference to the duties of Constables, the 
Act relating to Garnishee and the Act 
relating to the qualification of members 
to serve in the Assembly. The session 
Leing the last of the present legislature 
was necessarily characterized by very 
long discussions, out of which, however, 
considerable good has come. It was a 
happy thought on the part of the Oppo
sition to assign to Mr. Black the province 
of criticizing the financial statement of 
the Provincial Secretary, a duty which 
he discharged in a manner which cannot 
be without its effect on the future 
management of the finances of the 
country. He showed, beyond any ques
tion, that the system of keeping the 
public accounts was such that no one 
could ascertain from them the real con
dition of the Provincial finances and his 
analysis of the balance sheet submitted 
by the Receiver General proved that the 
return was far from correct. Even if the 
elections which are at hand do not lead 
to an entire change of Government it will 
scarcely be possible for any future ad
ministration to continue the unsatisfac
tory system of keeping the public 
accounts which has been pursued here
tofore. Mr. Blair’s exposure of the 
improper practices of the Government 
in respect to the fees received in the 
office of the Clerk of the Pleas, although 
it failed to secure, a vote of the House 
adverse to the Government, has had the 
effect of preventing a repetition of such 
irregularities 'as have been continued 
from year to year. No man has yet been 
found in or out of the House who would 
attempt to justify the course «of the 
Government in the premises. Their 
violation of the positive law of the land 
was too glaring to be denied. The con
stituencies will be asked to pronounce 
upon an administration of affairs which 
permits the illegal payment if large 
sums of money year by year and the 
suppression of accounts and the deliber
ate falsification of the financial statement 
in order to conceal the misappropreation. 
The Railway Facility Bill is one which 
ought not to have been submitted to the 
House. We agr -e with Mr. Ritchie that 
the proper course for the Government to 
take was to have submitted each road 
by itself and not to have tied the hands 
of more than half the House by the in
ti oduction of a general measure. We 
also agree with Mr. Black that in view of 
the burdens upon the revenue contem
plated by this Act it is the bounden duty 
of the Government to submit a measure 
for the remodelling of the whole system 
of local government. There were some 
who thought the remarks of the member 
for Westmorland upon this subject un
timely ; but we have no hesitation in 
saying that they appeared to us to be 
entirely in keeping with the subject 
under discussion at the lime and that 
we hope the idea embodied in them will 
form a plank in the platform of every 
gentleman who shall offer as a candidate 
in opposition to the Local Government.

The position taken by the Opposition 
in respect to the Crown Lands is one 
which ought to commend itself to the 
approval of the electors generally. The 
policy of selling these lands cannot be 
justified and we are glad to know that 
the party in local politics which is almost 
certain to have control of affairs within a 
year is committed to the proper conser
vation of the public domain.

The necessity for a change in adminis
tration is admitted by all independent 
observers of the events of the last session. 
If for no other reason than that persons 
may be in charge of the public depart
ments, whose interest it will be to close 
up all old acounts and strike a balance 
which shall be reliable, it is desirable that 
new men should come into powar. For 
twelve years or more the public have had 
just such information as the Government 
saw fit to give them, or as conld be drag
ged out by the slow process of an address, 
or the slower one of a committee of 
investigation. Great irregularities have 
been brought to light ; but it by no means 
follows that all which is irregular has been 
detected. The Government organs take 
great credit to their patrons, because none 
of them have been detected in any crimi
nal misappropriation of money. Rejoicing 
because of such a state of things indicates 
a low state of morality, because it presup
poses the possibility of such criminality. 
We entirely dissent from that sort of

politics which contemplates larceny as 
one of the possibilities of public life ; and 
therefore when we heard the Attorney 
General proclaim that he had not soiled 
his hands with public money and his 
organs laud the declaration, we feel in
clined to ask by what standard they 
judge public men. Mr. Fraser has been 
before the public for twenty years, and if 
his record is not such as to preclude the 
insinuation that he has stolen public 
money, his assertion that he has not done 
so will pass for very little. No one insinu
ated that Mr. Fraser had taken a dollar 
which did not belong to him, and the 
statement made and reiterated in and 
out of the House to the contrary are 
simple falsehoods, devised so that the 
Government might take refuge from de
feat behind Mr. Fraser's reputation for 
honesty. Such tactics are dishonorable, 
though they may tie temporarily success- 
fill. Nothing more was asserted in respect 
to Mr. Fraser than that his conduct in 
paying Mr. Bliss $200 a year out of his 
own pocket was extraordinary and sus
picious looking. And in spite of all the 
statements he may make, it still looks 
extraordinary and suspicious. It would 
be intelligible if he simply advanced the 
money expecting it to be recouped by 
the Province after the excitement con
cerning the appointment passed away; but 
that it should be a free gift, made without 
any hope of a return is, while we accept 
the statement of the Attorney General as 
literally true, such an extraordinary and 
unheard-of proceeding that not even Mr. 
Fraser’s well-known kindness of heart can 
account for it. We do not wish to insinu
ate that had Mr. Fraser asked to be re
couped the $1,800, or whatever sum it 
was that he paid Mr. Bliss, that he would 
have done anything wrong. The public 
money belongs to the people, their repre- 

1 sentatives in the Assembly can do as they 
please with it ; and the Province is not 
yet so poor that it is necessary for any 
man to pay the salary of a public officer 
out of his private means ; but we do claim 
it as extraordinary and suspicious that an 
officer should be receiving $200 illegally 
from from one fund and $200 from one 
of the members of the Government as a 
part of his salary for several years. The 
people will ask why were these sums paid 
in this way, and they will not be diverted 
from the enquiry, which is a legitimate 
and proper one, to pronounce upon the 
question of Mr. Fraser’s honesty, which we 
presume is all that can be claimed 
for it.

ELECTION imOl'IH.

As the local elections are very near at 
hand (some say they will be held in May, 
but we hope not as it is an unsuitable 
season), and the Dominion Parliament 
will probably be dissolved at an early 
day, the air is thick with rumors of who 
are to be candidates. From Madawaska 
we hear that Milton Dayton thinks of 
contending for the local seat with Mr. 
Theriault or whoever else may offer. Mr. 
Dayton is an excellent young man and 
would make a good representative ; but 
we imagine that Mr. Theriault’s hold on 
the constituency, though somewhat 
weakened by the fact of his non-resi
dence, will be too strong to be broken. 
A rumor says that the latter gentleman 
may oppose Mr. Costigan for the Domin
ion, but it is more probable that Dr. 
Bernier will be the candidate of the 
Liberals, unless an Englishman should be 
selected. In Victoria, Messrs. James 
Porter and George Baird are aspirants 
for Mr. Beveridge’s seat. Mr. Beveridge 
will not be a candidate again, we under
stand, but if he remains in New Bruns
wick, will take his father’s seat in the 
Legislative Council. He would fill such 
a position very well. The names of other 
candidates for TTictoria are mentioned 
but none have a» yet announced them
selves as in the field. In Carleton a 
rumor assigns Mr. Leighton the position 
of Liberal candidate for the Commons, 
with Dr. Ne vers as his opponent. The 
latter gentleman will probably be the 
Tory candidate, although Mr. White 
would like to be. It is doubtful, how
ever, if Mr. Leighton has any desire to 
supplant the present M. P., and alto- 
get aer likely that Mr. Irvine will be re
turned again. For the local House there 
is a large crop of candidates in Carleton. 
We have John R. Thompkins, a very ex
cellent and clever young man, but who 
has unfortunately allied himself with the 
Tories. B. N. Shaw, a former candidate 
and a man of acknowledged ability ; W. 
B. Belyea, on aspiring young Wood- 
stoeker, who has been in the Town Coun
cil for two years ; W. M. Connell, a well- 
known Woodstock barrister ; W. W. 
Hay, a Woodstock merchant, and James 
Watts, of the Sentinel, who would make 
a first-class representative. In York not 
much has trainspired since we last wrote 
upon the subject. Mr. Leverett Esta- 
brooks has announced his candidature, 
and Mi1. H. B. Rainsford Jr.'s friends talk 
of him as a probable candidate. The 
Capital gave currency to the World’s 
report that Mr. Wilson was to be a can
didate. Mr. Wilson says the statement to 
that effect is unauthorized by him. From 
Queens we hear the names of R. T. Bab
bitt, ex-M. P. P., and present Registrar of 
Deeds, John Palmer, ex-Sheriff, L. P. 
Ferris, son of John Ferris, ex-M. P., and 
ex-M. P. P., and one or two others men
tioned as probable candidates. In neither 
Queens or Sunbury have the Tories yet 
named their man for the Dominion con
flict. We have nothing definite from 
Kings .or St. John, but a large crop of

candidates may be expected from both 
these oonstituencies. John S. Magee is 
in the'field for the local House in Char
lotte, in which County, it is said, the 
Speaker will carry the Tory standard at 
the Dominion elections. Mr. Hill has 
been mentioned as the liberal candidate, 
but we imagine any statement as to the 
retirement of Mr. Gilmore is premature. 
In Westmoreland things are mixed de
cidedly. Many new names are mention- 
tioned, among them being Chas. E. Knapp 
of Dorchester and Thos. H. Gilbert of the 
same place. It is rumored that Mr. P. 
A- Landry will oppose Sir Albert Smith 
for the Commons, but a strong effort is 
being made to bring out Mr. M. Wood, of 
Sackville. Sir Albert will probably prove 
quite able to take care of himself in any 
event. From Kent we hear that Mr. 
Gordon Livingstone is in the field and 
that Mr. Sayre will probably not offer 
again. Mr. James D. Phinney, a barris
ter well-grown in this city, and a gentle
man of excellent standing, is mentioned 
as a candidate for the local in Kent. In 
Northumberland, among the new names 
mentioned is that of Mr. Tweedie, ex-M. 
P. P. Notiting new comes from Glouces
ter as yet. In Restigouche rumor con
nects Mr. Barberie’s name with the 
Ottawa election and for the local two or 
three new candidates are in the field. 
Altogether the crop of politics for the 
summer is a promising one.

We understand that the request for a 
grant in aid of the extension of the New 
Brunswick Railway meets with consider
able approval at Ottawa. This Is the 
matter, by referring to which, Mr. Pick
ard, according to the Reporter, proposed 
to “ insult” Sir Leonard Tilley some few 
years ago. This same paper asked us the 
other day to tell it something which Mr. 
Pickard has done. Without going very 
much into particulars, we will answer that 
one thing which he has done is to keep 
this Railway extension prominently be
fore the minds of the men in public life 
in Canqda. Mr. Pickard makes no pre
tentions to being an orator, as some others 
do, who possess simply the gift of utter
ing words ; but he has the capacity for 
doing a great deal of work, and he has 
devoted himself to the advocacy of the 
extension of the N. B. Railway to the St- 
Lawrence with a great deal of energy. 
By correspondence and in other ways he 
has urged the claims of this Province, in 
this matter, upon the attention of the 
public men of Canada. We are satisfied 
from our knowledge of what transpired 
at the time, that if Mr. Joly’s Govern
ment had continued in power in Quebec, 
the extension would have been even now 
completed. However, better late than 
never, and we shall be very glad if even 
now the efforts made to secure aid to this 
road shall prove successful

THE BRI DOE.

The Reporter is very much annoyed 
because of the failure of its toll bridge 
project It is too bad that such an enter
prise should be driven to the wall I Our 
contemporary conceived two projects last 
fall—one the toll bridge, the other the 
railway to Woodstock, on the west bank 
of the river. It was even more vigorous 
in its advocacy of the latter project than 
of the former ; but, alas I “ the best laid 
plans of mice and men gang aft aglee,” 
and both enterprises have gone to the 
bourne from which no enterprise returns. 
The Capital is glad the bill passed with
out amendments. The bill did pass as 
committed without amendments ; but 
not as introduced. It was copiously 
amended after it was put upon the files 
of the House, one of the amendments 
being the addition of a section which 
meets an objection made by our first 
named contemporary, and authorizes the 
City or the County, or any of the Parishe 
of York and Sunbury, to issue debentures 
in aid of the construction of the bridge 
if they see fit. Our first named contem
porary naively remarks—“However, there 
may be something about the matter we 
are not posted in.” Correct, brother ; 
there are lots of things you don’t know.

MB. BLACK.

The Maritime Farmer gets off a very 
mean attack upon Mr. Black. It had not 
the pluck to asail him when he was here 
to defend himself ; but the moment his 
back is turned devotes a half column to 
contemptible insinuations, and even in
sults him because lie drosses well and 
attends church regularly. We do not 
propose to defend Mi1. Black. He has 
spent four sessions in Fredericton, and 
carries away with him the respect and 
esteem even of those who have been po
litically opposed to him. He has made 
his mark in the Legislature as a man who 
brings to bear upon the consideration of 
public questions a large amount of intel
ligence and a discriminating mind. His 
votes during the four years have not al
ways been such as we can commend ; but 
we believe him to be a man of honest in
tentions. Westmorland has confidence 
in him, and his triumphant return next 
June will be the best answer to the insinu
ations which the Farmer is so unmanly 
as to make.

The best information we can get from 
Ottawa in reference to the prospects of a 
general election for the Dominion this 
summer is, that one is probable. Among 
the reasons assigned for a dissolution is 
the health of the Premier, which occa
sions his friends considerable anxiety. 
It is felt by the Government support el's

that their prospects of success will be 
greater while Sir John is able to lead 
them than at any other time, and that 
leads them to be much more willing to 
consent to a dissolution than they other
wise would be. But, as one correspon
dent says, “ The only thing certain about 
the matter is that Sir John, if he is well 
enough, will do as he pleases whether the 
rank and file of his party like it or not.”

Thebe was considerable talk on Good 
Friday of a rupture in the ranks of the 
local Government. Mr. Adams, Surveyor 
General, was very much annoyed over 
the course taken by the Attorney Gen
eral upon Mr. Butler’s bill defining the 
duties of Constables, and being in a suit
able frame of mind he was very free in 
his expressions of opinion in respect to 
the Government individually and collec
tively. It is said that he even went so far 
as to write out his resignation and hand 
it in ; but whether this is the case of not, 
he talked resignation most violently. He 
has since been pacified. The most amus
ing thing about it was the indifference 
of his colleagues as to what course he 
should take. The fact of the matter is 
they would like to get rid of him, if they 
could without losing too touch. They 
feel that he is a burden to carry through 
the Province, although a strong man in 
his own county. It is more than doubt
ful if he will remain in office after a new 
election under any circumstances.

The General Election."—We learn on 
good authority that the date fixed upon 
for the general election is the 6th of June. 
The intention of the Government is choos
ing so early a day is, if possible, to catch 
their opponents napping, while their own 
supporters are to be appraised of the 
necessity for er. ergetic preparation. Fore
warned is forearmed, and if in any con
stituency the Liberals find themselves 
unready they must blame only them
selves. There is little time left now for 
the nomination of candidates and the 
completion of the work of organization; 
and that little should be used to the best 
possible advantage. Many good nomi
nations have already been made, and in 
not a few constituencies it is well under
stood who the candidates are to be. But 
there is still a great deal to be done with
out running a far greater risk than is at 
all necessary. The Government in bring
ing on the contest a year before the pro- 
per time and in re-arranging the boun
daries of constituencies are trying to 
snatch a favorable verdict which they 
know they have no chance of winning 
except by such means. If Liberals every
where set to work at once with the deter
mination tp win they can make the inevi
table defeat of the Government all the 
more crushing on account of a resort to 
such dishonorable tactics.—Toronto Globe.

The expense to which Canada has been 
put in having a Commissioner in London 
to represent her interests for the last four 
years is over forty-five thousand dollars. 
This is no trifle. The question is, does 
the country get full benefit for it ? Sir 
Alexander is doubtless the best man that 
could be got for the place. If he cannot 
render the country good service for this 
large expenditure nobody else can, yet 
we see he is practically ignored when 
questions come ’up between England and 
France in which the interests of Canada 
are involved. The objection is always 
raised to the agitation for Canadian inde
pendence that if Canada were indepen
dent the country would have to maintain 
a staff of representatives abroad. The 
answer to this is, that in that case the 
coutry would at least be represented by 
those who would have the right to speak 
for her. This is not the case now, as no 
country will deal with the representative 
of a British colony. You might as well 
expect the British Govemmeht to deal 
with one of the States of the Union, in
stead of with the Federal Government__
Telegram.

One would think from the way Sir 
Charles Tupper is puffed in the columns 
of the chief Tory organ that he owned the 
entire institution. It must be rather a 
hard dose for Sir John and Sir Leonard to 
swallow. To be ignored for Sir Charles is 
rather more than they bargained for. 
Probably the gifted Sir Charles is growing 
impatient for the sceptre Sir John holds 
in his hand, and is anxious that the 
change of leaders should be assured be
fore Sir John goes hence. But it is cer
tainly a display of bad taste for the chief 
organ to be constantly singing Tupper’s 
praises and ignoring everybody else. Of 
course, if Sir Charles owns either the 
Conservative party or the organ there 
may be some ground for these praises ; 
otherwise there is not.—Telegram.

No woman of the wealthier class earns 
a holiday more deservedly than Queen 
Victoria. Ministère rise and fall, and 
pass from active life into case and com
parative seclusion, but the Queen has 
been continuously in official harness since 
1837, and forty-five years is a long stretch 
of uninterrupted work. When her sep
tuagenarian Prime Minister was occupy
ing his first official post she was already 
a politician of some experience, and had 
discussed great questions with the leading 
minds of the day. A woman, she began 
active life when men arc reckoned mere 
schoolboys. “ I suppose,” said a gentle
man to a former Judge Advocate General, 
“ it is a mere form, your submitting to 
the Queen the proceedings of courts mar
tial ?” “ Do you indeed ? Well, I can
tell yon, then, that she understands the 
whole business as well as I do myself,”

Mr. Black’s Speech on the Clerk of the 
Fleas Matter.

Mr. Black reminded the House that 
the committee was appointed in con
séquence of Mr. Blair stating that he be
lieved that all the fees coming into the 
Clerk of the Pleas’ office were not 
accounted for in the public accounts. 
That was the charge. There was some 
discussion as to what the mover believed 
could be revealed, and the Provincial 
Secretary then denied the whole matter 
in emphatic tones. He believed that 
denial, but was mistaken and he would 
again as in the past refer to the un
worthiness of the public accounts. Should 
they net show all the amount^ paid out, 
and especially salaries? But the facts 
showed this was not done. The charge 
was investigated and irregularities dis
closed which 'he was glad to see was 
acknowledged by Governmens supporters 
They said the evidence showed the 
members of the Government did not 
receive a cent, and the Province lost 
nothing. Well let us see what Mr. 
Hanington’s resolution says ? By it we 
are asked to approve what has been done. 
But the Consolidated Statutets say all fees 
shall be paid by the Clerk of the Pleas to 
the Receiver General. What was that law 
put there for ? Obedience to that is the 
first demand on the part of the official 
acting as Clerk of the Pleas. He (Black) 
had been in the House for four sessions 
and he asked the members if any of them 
had seen such an account and if that 
state of things existed from 187) to the 
present, does it not show an utter dis
regard for it on the part of the Govern
ment? We find all the fees were never 
paid into the Receiver General’s office, 
but contingencies, etc., withheld. He 
would not say improperly, but he was 
talking to the point, to see how far the 
mover of the enquiry had been sustained 
in^iis allegations. There was no change 
in the law required if that statute was 
acted upon, " for then a full statement 
would have been presented to the House 
and they would have known where all 
the fees went. True a bill had been 
presented, but it embodied the provis
ions of the statute already existing. He 
held loss of money had resulted to this 
Province. He would ask the Government 
whether when they were paying interest 
on advances of subsidy, any individual 
could draw public money and keep it for 
years without paying interest. A balance 
sheet has been called for from year to 
year and it showed the amount on hand 
and expended and yet there were other 
advances and there must have been a 
time when this sheet did not show a true 
state of the affaire, But there was a 
higher principle involved, and a shock 
was given to our belief and faith in the 
other papers and accounts presented, in 
view of these irregularities. He called 
attention to that which the committee 
were asked to give consideration to in 
the orginal resolutition. There was every 
little of difference of opinion as to the 
truths drawn out by the evidence. The 
inferences made by the majority were 
not what the minority thought right, and 
it was only reasonable that there should 
be a difference of opinion. He claimed 
the amendment was not correct and did 
not correctly define the presentment 
which they shall make from the evidence 
before-them. Reading the first of Blair’s 
resolution, he doubted if any member 
could say it was not true, for if the statute 
had not been carried out and a full state
ment of all funds had not been made in 
quarterly accounts then the Clerk of the 
Pleas has not carried out the law. Had 
these sums ever been audited ? If mot 
then the law has not been carried out 
and therefore the resolution must be true. 
Had any one knowledge of the fact that 
the $200 addition was paid to the Clerk 
and yet his hon. friend (Hanington) had 
said that it was in the accounts presented 
to the Receiver General. It had taken 
the past four years to draw out the facts 
and so his hon. friend’s contention could 
not be just as to members of the Govern
ment not having discharged their duty 
because these things occurred without 
their knowledge while they were in the 
Government. If the facts brought out 
are true, how do we know that there are 
not other sums in the hands of other 
gentlemen ? It therefore has the effect 
of-shakingour faith in the public accounts 
and hence it cannot be said that no loss 
has been done. It is necessary that we 
shall say what we feel on this question, 
and he held they could not do that by 
accepting the amendment to the resolut
ion. He wanted to know if the principle 
was right if one salaried officer under the 
Crown was paying another out of his owu 
pocket for the purpose of running the 
affairs of the Province. He could well 
understand the obligations bequeathed 
to the Attorney General, but he failed to 
see why he should have applied money 
of his own to remedy the difficulty. The 
matter should have been submitted to 
the Legislature. He had no desire to 
give a vote that would in any wound the 
feelings of any member of the Govern
ment, but if he was called to pass a vote 
of censure oil the Government for their 
course it was a duty he had to perform. 
The error should not be palliated, but 
let matters be placed so that we be able to 
have perfect faith in the public accounts.

A little girl read a composition before 
the minister. The subject was “A Cow.” 
She wove in this complimentary sentence: 
“A cow is the most useful animal in the 
world, except religion.”

Nertk west coal

(Edmonton Bulliton, Jan. 28.)
Six different coal drifts have been work

ed in a distance of about a mile and a half 
along the banks of the river on each side 
of the fort. The furthest up is on Mr. 
Groat’s property on the north side of the 
river, the coal from which was used by 
Dr. Versey and Ed. McPherson last 
winter. The next is on the same side of 
the river just below the fort at the new 
steamboat landing. It was not worked 
much,however, a little having been used 
in the fort blacksmith shop and a few 
specimens have been taken from it. The 
third drift on the north side was opened 
last fall directly under the town by Mr. 
Humberstone,and the coal from it is con
sidered the best from any of the drifts 
near the town, and is used alrogether in 
the blacksmith shop. On the south side 
of the river Moore & Ross opened 
two drifts last winter, having kept a gang 
of six men employed, Both the upper 
and lower seams were of a firmer quality 
than that of the upper one,but itcould 
not be worked to as good .advantage on 
account of the seam dipping below the 
level of the river. A large quanity was 
taken out of the upper seam and is now 
being consumed in town. It was the in
tention of the proprietors to ship the coal 
to Winnipeg, but as it was found imposs
ible to—make satisfactory arrangements, 
the project was abandoined. An attempt 
was also made to secure a patent for the 
.land on which the drifts were as coal land, 
but the patent was refused on the ground 
at it was to near town, although the 
squatters’ right (?) to the claim was held 
by one of the firm. The other two drifts 
were worked last winter to get out coal 
for use in the H.B. Co. steamers, and are - 
on opposite sides of a small creek on the 
south side of the siver oppesite the 
mill, and were each carried in about one 
hundred feet. For some reason rhe coal 
was not used by the boats last summer, 
but a portion has been used by the mill 
this winter. Besides these there is a 
seam about four miles down the river 
that has been worked a little and the 
coal found to be of good quality. The 
amount that has been taken out and 
demonstrated the good quality and un
limited quanity of the coal. All that is 
needed to make this industry assume im
mense proportions in a market, and all 
•the market that is at prese t necessary 
exists in Winnipeg. There is continuous 
navagation between Edmonton and Win
nipeg. What is still required is sufficient 
capital to take advantage of that naviga
tion, and so keep the money sent to the 
United States for coal and the fright on 
it in our own country.

A somewhat luxurious Government is 
the present Administration as regards 
travelling expenses. Since the 10th of 
February, 1880, a trifle over two years, 
Sir John McDonald’s trips have cost the 
country—crediting him with his share of 
the travelling expenses of the trio who
sold the country to the Syndicate_no
less than $4,000. During the same period 
Sir Charles Tupper has spent on himself 
no less than $5,500 ; Mr. J. H. Pope, about 
$1,800; and Sir S.L.Tilley,SI,100. What 
has the country to show for the total ex
penditure under this head ? Of Sir Charles 
Tupper’s amount the sum of $1,947 is put 
down as “ travelling expenses” simply, 
no explanation being given. One trip of 
his to England cost the country $1,000, 
and his recent excursion to British Colum
bia was paid for to the tune of $1,600, to 
say nothing of his share of that trip to 
England which resulted in the disastrous 
Pacific Railway bargain.

Leaf from the Czar’s Diary__The fol
lowing is a leaf from the Czar’s diary 
Got up at seven a. m. and ordered my 
bath. Found four gallons vitriol in it 
and did not take it. Went to breakfast. 
The nihilists had placed two torpedoes 
on the stairs, but I did not step on them. 
The coffee smelled so strongly of prussic 
acid that I was afraid to drink it. Found 
a scorpion on my left slipper, but luckily 
shook it out before putting it on. Just 
before stepping into the carriage to go 
for my morning drive it was blown into 
the air, killing the,coachman and the 
horses instantly. I did not drive. Took 
à light lunch of hermetically sealed 
American canned goods.- They can’t 
fool mo there. Found a poisoned dag
ger in my favorite chair, with the point 
sticking out. Did not sit down on it. 
Had dinner at 6 p. m. and made Baron 
Laischounowonski taste every dish. He 
died before the soup was cleared away. 
Consumed some Baltimore oysters and 
some London stout that I have had locked 
up for five years. Went to the theatre 
and was shot at three times in the first 
act. Had the entire audience hanged. 
Went home to bed and slept all night on 
the roof of the palace.

An old saying is to the effect that cer
tain persons should have good memories. 
When the Hewson suit was before the 
Court Sir John Macdonald made the fol
lowing affidavit :_

“That the said John Shields for me 
and on my behalf, paid the sum of $2,500, 
and obtained a release of all causes of 
action, ns I am informed and verilv be 
lieve.”

I» the House of Commons Sir John de
clared :_

“ My solicitor borrowed it from a friend. 
Mr. Shields had nothing to do with it"

Johnny hold up your clean little hands !
—Free Fress..
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