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Object Lesson

to the average housewife
is the ease with which
washing can be done
when Surprise Soap is
used.

It is a pure, bard soap
which means to the
economical housewife
that it goes further than
other soaps.

It is therefore a money-
saving soap.
 For best results follew the

$t. Creix Soap Itg. €s.

S¢. Stephen, N. B.

E.R.
MAIL

With our mode of filling
mail orders, a man living In
the “heart of the Rockles’
can do business with us
almost as satisfactorily as if
Hving in the city.

if it’s a Diamond Ring, a
26c. Collar Button or any
article In the Jjewelry line,
WRITE US.

All goods marked In plain
figures — strictly one price.
Carriage charges pald by us
and money refunded If you
desire it.

QOur handsomely 1llustrated
catalogue sent free.

RYRIE BROS.,

Yonge and Adelaide Sts.,

DIAMOND HALL. TORONTO.

Established 1854,

| in these sinister insinuations.
| care they should penetrate by degrees
! into the minds of the defenders of Ir-
| kutsk. He seemed to answer ounly when
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you

m ever cor
ire uever saf
poison has been eradicated from 1t
At ti see alarming
toms, bui live in hopes no serionc r
B w ollo. Have you any of the foll
i ymptoms ? Sore Throat, Ul
S the Tongue or in the Mouth, Hair Falling

tem,

mes ye

Out, Aching Pains, Itchiness of the Skin, §§

Sores or Blotches on the Body, Eyes Red P
and Smart, Dyspeptic Stomach, Sexual
B Weakness — indications

stage, Don’t trust to luck Don’c ruin

your system with the old fogy treatment. |
~—mercury and potash—which only sup- B

Bl presses the symptoms for a time, only to
break out again, when happy in domestic §

B life. - Don’t let quacks experiment on you.
W Cour New
R teed to cure you. Our guarantees are
[ backed by bank bonds, that the dis-
«J eaSe will wever return. Thousands of
patierts have been already cured by our
New Method Treatment for over twenty
z"?.«:\ No experiment, mo risk—pot &
“patch-up,” but a positive cure.
B worst cases solicited. We treat and cure
Nervous Debility, Sexual Weskness,
Gleet, Biood Peison, Stricture, Varicocele,
Kidney and
gl discases peculiar to men and women.

CURES GUARANTEED.

¥ Corsultation Free. Books Free,
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! him some tidings of his daughter.
was only a very slight hope, but, still
| he clung to it.

| with the commandant.

| stance to his own profit?

of the second E

Method Treatment is guaran- §¥ | by the father of Nadia.

§ | very nhext morning after the arrival of
| the pretended courier, went to the pal-

The B

Bladder Discases, and all i

to call, write for question blank B¢

Allen’s
1Lung Balsam

The best Cough Medicine.
ABSOLUTE SAFETY
should be the first thought and

insisted

. Minard’s Liniment Cures Distemper.
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THETCOURIER‘

OF

Ivan Ogareff, having every rIaciuty

! of seeing, observing and acting, spent
| the next day in visiting the fortifica-

| tions.
| with cordial congratulations by the

Everywhere he was received

officers, soldiers and citizens. This cou-

| rier of the czar was like a tie which

bound them to the empire. Ivan Oga-

| reff therefore recounted to them all the

details of his journey, and this with a

| | vivacity that was never wanting. Then
| adroitly, without at first insisting on it
| too much, he spoke of the gravity of
| the situation, exaggerating, as he had

done while.addressing the grand duke,
both the successes of the Tartars and
the forces at their disposal. To listen
to him, the suecor would be insufficient
should it even come, and it was to be
feared that a battle fought under the

| walls of Irkutsk would be as disas-

trous as the battles of Kalyvan, of

| Tomsk and of Krasnoiarsk.

Ivan Ogareff was not at first lavish
He took

a great many questions were put -to

| him and then as though with regret.
| In any case he added always that it

must defend itself to the last man, and

| they must blow it up rather than sur-
| render it!

It the defenders of Irkutsk could

| have been discouraged, Ivan OgareX
| bad chosen an efficient means. But

the garrison and population of Irkutsk
| were too patriotic to allow themselves
| to be frightened.
| those citizens, shut up in an isolated
| town at the farthest end of the Asiatie

Of those soldiers, of

world, not one bad dreamed of speak-

| Ing of . capitulation. The disdain of
| Russia for those barbarians was with-

out limit. In any case no one for a mo-

| ment suspected the hateful role which
| Ivan Ogareff was playing.
| couid have imagined that the pretended
| eourler of the czsr was nothing else
| than a traitor.

No one

A circumstance altogether unnatural

| was the cause, from his arrival at Ir-

kutsk, of there being frequent relations
between Ivan Ogareff and one of its
hravost defenders, Wassili Feodor. One

| knows with what anxiety this unhap-

py father was devoured. If his daugh-
ter, Nadia Feodor, had left-Russia at
the date assigned by tHe last letter he
had received from Riga, what had be-

| come of her? Was she still trying to

traverse the invaded provinces, or,

| rather, had she already been for a long

time a prisoner? Wassili Feodor could
not find any solace for his sorrow ex-

| cept when he had some opportunity of

fighting against the Tartars, opportu-
nities which were too seldom for his
liking. Now, when Wassili Feodor was
informed of the unexpected arrival of
a courier from the czar he had a pre-
sentiment that this courier could give
It

Wassili Feodor went to find Ivan
Ogareff, who availed himself of this
opportunity to have daily relations
Did the rene-
gade think:he could turn that circum-
Did he judge
all men by himself? Could he believe
that a Russian, even a political exile,
could be so mean as to betray his coun-
try? Whatever was the case, Ivan
Ogareff met with skillfully feigned ea-
gerness all the advances made to him
The latter, the

ace of the governor general. There he
informed Ivan Ogareff of the circum-
stances under which his daughter had

to leave European Russia and told him

now what was his anxiety in her re-
gard. f

Ivan Ogareff did not know Nadia, al-
though he had met her at the post-
house of Jchim the day on which she
was there with Michael Strogoff. But
then he had paid no more attention to
her than the two journalists, who were
at the same time in the posthouse. He
could not therefore give any news of
his daughter to Wassill Feodor.

“But at what time,” asked Ivan Oga-
reff, “had your daughter to leave Rus-
slan territory ?” -

“At nearly the same time as you,” re-
plied Wassili Feodor._ :

“l quitted Moscow on the 15th of
July.”

“And Nadia also had to leave Moscow
on that date, Her letter told me so ex-
pressly.”

“She was, at Moscow on the 15th of
July?” asked Ivan Ogarefl.

“Yos, certainly at that date.”

“Yery well” replied Ivan Ogareff.
Then, recollecting himself, he added:
“But, no; 1 was forgetting. 1 was
about to confound dates. It is unfortu-
pately too probable. that your daugh-
ter has had to cross the frontier, and
only one hope remains—that she may
hay: stopped on receiving news of the
Tartar invasion!”

Wassili Feodor 'hung down his head.
He knew Nadia, and be knew well that
nothing would prevent her setting off.
By this statement Ivan Ogareff had
just committed gratuitously an act of
real cruelty. With one word he could
reassure Wassill Feodor.

Although Nadia had passed the fron-
tier under the circumstances previous-
Iv described. Wassili Feodor, by com-

HE CZAR

Jules Verne

'before the Russian corps should arrive

See

TR IR

paring ti® date ai"Wwlich'liis daughter
was certainly at Nijni Novgorod and
the date of the order forbidding any one
to leave it, would without doubt draw
this conclusion—that Nadia could not
have been exposed to the dangers of ¢
an invasion and that she was still, in
spite of herself, on the European terri-
tory of the empire.

Ivan Ogareff might bave said that
word. He did not say it. Wassili Feo-
dor withdrew heartbroken. After that
interview his last hope was destroyed.

During the two following days the
grand duke several times asked  for
the pretended Michael Strogoff and bhad
him repeat all that he had heard in the
imperial cabinet of the New palace.
Ivan Ogareff, prepared for all those
questions, answered without ever hesi-
tating. He did not conceal designedly
that the government of the czar had
been altogether taken by surprise. by
the invasion; that the rising had been
prepared with the greatest secrecy;
that the Tartars were already masters
of the line of the Obi when the news
reached Moscow, and finally that noth-
ing was ready in the Russian provinces
to throw into Siberia troops sufficient
to repel the invaders.

Afterward Ivan Ogareff, entirely
free in his movements, began to study
Irkutsk, the state of its fortifications,
their weak points, in order eventually
to make use of those observations if
any circumstance should prevent the
consummation of his treason. He de-
voted himself more particularly to the
examination of the Boichaia gate,
which he intended treacherously to sur-
render. Twice at night he came to in-
spect that gate and the fortifications
around it. He walked about there with-
out any fear of exposing himself to the
missiles of the besiegers, whose first
posts were less than a verst from the
ramparts. He knew well that he was
not exposed—nay, even that he was
recognized. He had had a glimpse of
a shadow which had glided to the foot
of the ramparts.

Sangarre, risking her life, had just
come to try to put herself in communi-
cation with Ivan Ogareff. Besides, the
besieged for two days had enjoyed a
tranquillity to which they had not been
accustomed since the Tartars first in-
vested Irkutsk. It was by order of
Ivan Ogareff.

The lieutenant of Feofar-Khan had
wished that all attempts to carry the
town by sheer force should be suspend-
ed. Thus after his arrival at Irkutsk
the artillery was absolutely silent. Per-
haps—at least he hoped so—the vigi-
lance of the besieged would be some-
what relaxed. In any case, at the out-
posts several thousand Tartars were
ready to hurl themselves against the
gate when deprived of its defenders,
when Ivan Ogareff should let them
know the hour for action.

Meanwhile that could not be long de-
layed. They must make an end of it

in sight of Irkutsk. The resolution of
Ivan Ogareff was taken, and that very
night from the top of the rampart &
note fell into the hands of Sangarre.
It was the following night, thé night
from the Gth to the 6th of October, at
2 o'clock in the morning, that Ivan
Ogareff had fixed for delivering up Ir-
kutsk to the Tartars.

CHAPTER XIX,

HE plans of Ivan Ogareff

-had been lald with the

greatest care, and, unless

some unlikely  circum-

stance should occuyr, they

must succeed. It was

pecessary that the Bol-

chaia gate should be without defend-

ers at the moment when he should de-

liver it up to the Tartars. Thus at that

moment it would be indispensable that

the attention of the besieged should be

drawn to another point of the”city;

hence a diversion agreed upon with the

emir. That diversion had to take place

along the suburbs of Irkutsk, up and
down the right bank of the river.

The attack on those two peints would
be made very earnestly and at the same
time a feigned attempt to cross the An- !
gara op {48 left bank. The Bolchaia
gate would then be probably abandoned,
especially as on that side the advance
posts, which were said to be at some
distance off, would seem to have been
collected together. )

The fifth day of October had come.
Before twenty-four hours the capital of
eastern Siberia ought to be in the hands
of the emir and the grand duke in the
power of Ivan Ogareff. During all that
day an unusual movement was taking
plaee in the camp of the Angara. From
the windows of the palace and from the
houses of the right bank one could see
distinetly that important preparations
were being made on the opposite
heights.

Numerous Tartar detachments were.
seen moving toward the camp and thus |
hourly re-enforcing the troops eof the
emir. * This was the preparation for
the diversion which had been agreed
upon, and it was being made in the
most ostentatious manner. Moreover,
Ivag Ogareff did not conceal from the
grand duke that some attack was to be
feared on that side. He knew, he saiq,
that an assault would be made at the

two extremities of the town along the
river: and he counseled the grand duke

and Vigor
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SICK PEOPLE.

It keeps the Young from becomiﬁg Old and
makes the Old feel Young.
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to re-enforce those two poilts more di-
rectly menaced.

The preparations that had been no-
ticed, coming to the support of Ivin
Ogareff’s recommendations, it was nec-
essary to take some account of them.
Thus after a council of war which was
beld at the palace orders were given to
concentrate the defense on the right
bank of the Angara and at the two ex-
tremities of the town, where the forti-
fied terraces rested on the river.

This was precisely what Ivan Oga-
reff wished. He evidently did not reck-
on that the Bolchaia gate would re-
main without defenders, but they would
be there only in a small number. Be-
gides, Ivan Ogareff ‘was about to’ give
to the diversion such importance that
the grand duke would be obliged to op-
pose it with all his disposable forces.

And indeed an incident of an excep-
tionable gravity, devised by Ivan Oga-
reff, was to powerfully aid in the ac-
complishment of his projects. For even
if Irkutsk had not been attacked at
points distant from the Bolchaia gate
and along the right bank of the river
that ineident would have sufficed to
draw the chief body of the defenders
to the place where Ivan Ogareff wish-
ed precisely to bring them. It would
cause at the same time a most terrible
catastrophe.

All the chances were then that the
gate, being free at the hour fized, would
be given up to the thousands of Tar-
tars’who were waiting under the thick
cover of the forest on the east. During
that day the garrison and population of

Irkutek were constantly on the alert. |

All the measures which were required

to repel an attack on points never be-

fore threatened were tgken.

The grand duke and General Voran-
zoff visited the various posts which had
been strengthened by their orders. The
picked corps of Wassill Feodor occu-
pled the north of the town, but with
the injunction to march at once to
where the danger should be most press-
ing. The right bank of the Angara was
protected by the only artillery at their
disposal.

With these measures taken in time,
thanks to the opportune recommenda-
tions of Ivan Ogareff, there was every
reason to hope that the prepared attack
would not succeed. In that case the
Tartars, discouraged for the time, with-
out doubt would defer for a few days
any new attack against the town. Be-
sides, the troops expected by the grand
duke might arrive any hour. The safe-
ty or the loss of Irkutsk hung on &
thmaand

To be Continued.
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JINGLES AND JESTS.

The Spirit of Christmas.

All hail the genial time of year
When every beart is kind,

When far and near there is good cheer
And care is left behind.

0ld feuds forgot, old hates aside,
Now hearty clasps of hand,

While far and wide at Christmastide .
Love reigns throughout the land,

Forgive, forget, a truce {o pride;
Healed are all friendship’s rifta.

At gay Yuletide on every side
We're ‘‘worked”” for Christmas gifts.

Queer.

“It's mighty habd to jedge by ap-
pearances,” said Uncle Eben. “When
you sees a man wif a new suit o
clothes, you nebber kin tell whether
he’s got a whole lot o' money or wheth.
er-he's jes’ done spent it all”

- The Professor.

“And yet,” sald the professor, strug-
gling with a burnt and blackened steak
of unnsual toughness which the cook
lady had just brought in, “they say
woman’s work is never done!”.

In spite of all adviee,

Dear little Willie hies away

With little Reginald, and they,
Of course, break through the ice

'
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ties we have set up on the floor.
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LADIES

know a stylish carriage
when they see one, and
for that reason we like

to have them call and
look over the beau-

Our ad-

vice to men is to bring the ladies with
them when they select a new vehicle.
They will know what best suits the case.
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And the necessity of fencing is approach
and

ing

Geo.

.‘—_R=E

4

Stephens & Doug-

las wish to announce that they have a com-
plete stock of all kinds of wire and wire
fencing, hooks, staples, slats and fence:-

tools.

Their prices are lower than that

of the average dealer and it will pay any
person from a distance to call at their
store in Chatham, and get prices before $
buying elsewhere. Wire promises to be
firm in price and all orders booked now
will be guaranteed in price until April

1st next.
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Geo. Stephens & Douglas.
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Fresh Pork
10¢c a Ib.
Pork Sausages
10c a Ib.
Tenderloins and Frank-
forts To-day.

PIOKLED PORK
~—AT THE—

Big Reduction

In New York Frames

All new Goods. Will be
sold at a big uction

Gibson’s

Photo Gallery
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