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Iran Ogareft, having every racity 
of seeing, observing and acting, spent 
the next day in visiting the fortifica- 
tions. Everywhere be was received 
with cordial congratulations by the 
officers, soldiers and citizens. This cou­
rier of the czar was like a tie which 
bound them to the empire. Ivan Oga- 
reft therefore recounted to them all the 
details of his journey, and this with a 
vivacity that was never wanting. Then 
adroitly, without at tiret insisting on it 
too much, be spoke of the gravity of 
the situation, exaggerating, as he bad 
done while addressing the grand duke, 
both the successes of the Tartare and 
the forces at their disposât To listen 
to him, the succor would be Insufficient 
should it even come, and it was to be 
feared that a battle fought under the 
walls of Irkutsk would be as disas- 
trous as the battles of Kalyvan, of 
Tomsk and of Krasnoiarsk.

Ivan Ogareff was not at first lavish 
In these sinister insinuations. He took 
care they should penetrate by degrees 

|Into the minds of the defenders of Ir- 
kutsk. He seemed to answer only when 

|a great many questions were put to 
him and then as though with regret. 
In any case he added always that it 
must defend Itself to the last man. and 
they must blow it up rather than sur­
render it!
If the defenders of Irkutsk could 

have been discouraged, Ivan Ogareff 
bad chosen an efficient means. But 
the garrison and population of Irkutsk 
were too patriotic to allow themselves 
to be frightened. Of those soldiers, of 
those citizens, shut up in an isolated 
town at the farthest end of the Asiatic 
world, not one bad dreamed of speak­
ing of capitulation. The disdain of 
Russia for those barbarians was with­
out limit. In any case no one for a mo­
ment suspected the hateful role which 
Ivan Ogareff was playing. No one 
could have imagined that the pretended 
courier, of the czar was nothing else 
than a traitor.

A circumstance altogether unnatural 
was the cause, from his arrival at Ir­
kutsk. of there being frequent relations 
between Ivan Ogareff and one of its 
hra cost defenders. Wassili Feodor. One 
knows with what anxiety this unhap­
py father was devoured. If his daugh­
ter, Nadia Feodor, bad left Russia at 
the date assigned by the last letter he 
had received from Riga, what had be­
come of her? Was she still trying to 
traverse the invaded provinces, or, 
rather, had she already been for a long 
time a prisoner? Wassili Feodor could 
not find any solace for his sorrow ex­
cept when be had some opportunity of 

I fighting against the Tartars, opportu­
nities which were too seldom for his 
liking. Now, when Wassili Feodor was 
Informed of the unexpected arrival of 
a courier from the czar he bad a pre­
sentiment that this courier could give 
him some tidings of his daughter. It 
was only a very slight hope, but still 
be clung to it.

Wassili Feodor went to find Ivan 
Ogareff, who availed himself of this 
opportunity to have daily relations 
with the commandant. Did the rene­
gade think be could turn that circum­
stance to his own profit? Did be judge 
all men by himself? Could be believe 
that a Russian, even a political exile, 
could be so mean as to betray his coun­
try? Whatever was the case, Ivan 
Ogareff met with skillfully feigned ea­
gerness all the advances made to him 
by the father of Nadia. The latter, the 
very next morning after the arrival of 
the pretended courier, went to the pal­
ace of the governor general. There be 
informed Ivan Ogareff of the circum­
stances under which his daughter had 
■to leave European Russia and told him 
now what was bls anxiety in her re­
gard.

Ivan Ogareff did not know Nadia, al­
though he bad met her at the post- 
house of tchim the day on which she 
was there with Michael Strogoff. But 
then he bad paid no more attention to 
her than the two journalists, who were 
at the same time In the posthouse. He 
could not therefore give any news of 
his daughter to Wassili Feodor.

“But at what time," asked Ivan Oga­
reff, "had your daughter to leave Rus­
sian territory?" +

“At nearly the same time as you," re­
plied Wassili Feodor.

"I quitted Moscow on the 16th of 
July.”

“And Nadia also had to leave Moscow 
on that date. Her letter told me so ex- 
pressly."

"She was. at Moscow on the 15th of 
July?” asked Ivan Ogareff.

"Yes, certainly at that date.”
“Very well,” replied Ivan Ogareff. 

Then, recollecting himself, he added: 
"But, no; I was forgetting. I was 
about to confound dates. It is unfortu­
nately too probable that your daugh­
ter has had to cross the frontier, and 
only one hope remains—that she may 
hav stopped on receiving news ef the 
Tartar invasion!"

Wassili Feodor hung down his head. 
He knew Nadia, and be knew well that 
nothing would prevent her setting off. 
By this statement Ivan Ogareff had 
just committed gratuitously an act of 
real cruelty. With one word he could 
reassure Wassili Feodor.

Although Nadia had passed the fron­
tier under the circumstances previous- 
iv described. Wassili Feodor, by com­

paring till date at which liis daughter 
was certainly at Nijnl Novgorod and 
the date of the order forbidding any one 
to leave it, would without doubt draw 
this conclusion—that Nadia could not 
have been exposed to the dangers of 
an invasion and that she was still, in 
spite of herself, on the European terri­
tory of the empire.

Ivan Ogareff might have said that 
word. He did not say It. Wassili Feo­
dor withdrew heartbroken. After that 
interview his last hope was destroyed.

During the two following days the 
grand duke several times asked for 
the pretended Michael Strogoff and bad 
him repeat all that be had heard in the 
Imperial cabinet of the New palace. 
Ivan Ogareff, prepared for all those 
questions, answered without ever hesi­
tating. He did not conceal designedly 
that the government of the czar bad 
been altogether taken by surprise by 
the invasion; that the rising bad been 
prepared with the greatest secrecy; 
that the Tartars were already masters 
of the line of the Obi when the news 
reached Moscow, and finally that noth­
ing was reedy in the Russian provinces 
to throw Into Siberia troops sufficient 
to repel the invaders.

Afterward Ivan Ogareff, entirely 
free tn his movements, began to study 
Irkutsk, the state of its fortifications, 
their weak points, in order eventually
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to make use of those observations If rectly menaced, 
any circumstance should prevent the The preparations that had been no­

ticed, coming to the support of Ivan 
Ogareff’s recommendations, it was nec­
essary to take some account of them. 
Thus after a council of war which was 
held at the palace orders were given to 
concentrate the defense on the right 
bank of the Angara and at the two ex­
tremities of the town, where the forti­
fied terraces rested on the river.

This was precisely what Ivan Oga-

consummation of his treason. He de­
voted himself more particularly to the 
examination of the Bolchala gate, 
which he intended treacherously to sur­
render. Twice at night he came to In­
spect that gate and the fortifications 
around it He walked about there with­
out any fear of exposing himself to the 
missiles of the besiegers, whose first 
posts were less than a verst from the 
ramparts. He knew well that be was 
not exposed—nay, even that he was 
recognized. He had had a glimpse of 
a shadow which bad gilded to the foot 
of the ramparts.

Sangarre, risking her life, had just 
come to try to put herself in communi­
cation with Ivan Ogareff. Besides, the 
besieged for two days bad enjoyed a 
tranquillity to which they bad not been 
accustomed since the Tartars first In­
vested Irkutsk. It was by order of 
Ivan Ogareff.

The lieutenant of Feofar-Kban had 
wished that all attempts to carry the 
town by sheer force should be suspend­
ed. Thus after bls arrival at Irkutsk 
the artillery was absolutely silent. Per- 
haps—at least he hoped so—the vigi­
lance of the besieged would be some­
what relaxed. In any case, at the out­
posts several thousand Tartars were 
ready .to burl themselves against the 
gate when deprived of Its defenders, 
when Ivan Ogareff should let them 
know the hour for action.

Meanwhile that could not be long de­
layed. They must make an end of It 
before the Russian corps should arrive 
in sight of Irkutsk. The resolution of 
Ivan Ogareff was taken, and that very 
night from the top of the rampart a 
note fell Into the hands of Sangarre. 
It was the following night, the night 
from the 5th to the 6th of October, at 
2 o’clock In the morning, that Ivan 
Ogareff had fixed for delivering up Ir­
kutsk to the Tartars.
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reff wished. He evidently did not reck­
on that the Bolchala gate would re­
main without defenders, but they would 
be there only In a small number. Be­
sides, Ivan Ogareff was about to give 
to the diversion such importance that 
the grand duke would be obliged to op­
pose It with all bis disposable forces.

And Indeed an incident of an excep­
tionable gravity, devised by Ivan Oga­
reff, was to powerfully aid In the ac­
complishment of his projects. For even 
if Irkutsk had not been attacked at 
pointa distant from the Bolchala gate 
and along the right bank of the river 
that incident would have sufficed to 
draw the chief body of the defenders 
to the place where Ivan Ogareff wish­
ed precisely to bring them. It would 
cause at the same time a most terrible 
catastrophe.

All the chances were then that the 
gate, being free at the hour fixed, would 
be given up to the thousands of Tar- 
tars who were waiting under the thick 
cover of the forest on the east. During 
that day the garrison and population of 
Irkutsk were constantly on the alert. 
All the measures which were required 
to repel an attack on points never be­
fore threatened were taken.

The grand duke and General Voran- 
zoff visited the various posts which had 
been strengthened by their orders. The 
picked corps of Wassili Feodor occu­
pied the north of the town, but with 
the injunction to mardi at once to 
where the danger should be most press­
ing. The right bank of the Angara was 
protected by the only artillery at their 
disposal.

With these measures taken In time, 
thanks to the opportune recommenda­
tions of Ivan Ogareff, there was every 
reason to hope that the prepared attack 
would not succeed. In that case the 
Tartare, discouraged for the time, with­
out doubt would defer for a few days 
any new attack against the town. Be­
sides, the troops expected by the grand 
duke might arrive any hour. The safe­
ty or the loss of Irkutsk hung on a
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The Season for

CHAPTER XIX.
HE plans of Ivan Ogareff 

bad been laid with the 
greateat care, and, unless 

some unlikely circum- 
stance should occur, they 
must succeed. -It was 

• necessary that the Bol-
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ist next.

chaia gate should be without defend- 
era at the moment when be should de­
liver it up to the Tartars. Thus at that 
moment it would be Indispensable that 
the attention of the besieged should be 
drawn to another point of the city; 
hence a diversion agreed upon with the 
emir. That diversion bad to take place 
along the suburbs of Irkutsk, up and 
down the right bank of the river.

The attack on those two points would 
be made very earnestly and at the same 
time a feigned attempt to cross the An- 
gara on its left bank. The Bolchala 
gate would then be probably abandoned, 
especially as on that side the advance 
posts, which were said to be at some 
distance off, would seem to have been 
collected together.

The fifth day of October had come. 
Before twenty-four hours the capital of 
eastern Siberia ought to be In the hands 
of the emir and the grand duke in the 
power of Ivan Ogareff. During all that 
day an unusual movement was taking 
place In the camp of the Angara. From 
the windows of the palace and from the 
bouses of the right bank one could see 
distinctly that important preparations 
were being made on the opposite 
heights.

Numerous Tartar detachments were 
seen moving toward the camp and thus 
hourly re-enforcing the troops of the 
emir. This was the preparation for 
the diversion which had been agreed 
upon, and It waa being made in the 
most ostentatious manner. Moreover. 
Ivan Ogareff did not conceal from the 
grand duke that some attack was to be 
feared on that side. He knew, be said, 
that an assault would be made at the 
two extremities of the town along the 
river, and he counseled the grand duke

:
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- The Professor.
“And yet,” said the professor, strug­

gling with a burnt and blackened steak 
of unusual toughness which the cook 
lady bad just brought in, “they say 
woman's work is never done!".
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