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than the present I am quite sure that hon. gen-
tlemen’. will appreciate the difficulties under
which we have labored, and will make allow-
ance for the time that was necessary. to confer
with the members of the Legislature after the
opening of the session. I was anxious, also,
that the country should have the fullest oppor-
tunity ' of expressing -its views upon this im-
gortant question, and even down to this very
ay petitions have been presented on this sub-
ject.” I need hardly say that no. government
was ever called.upon to undertake a more ar-
duous task, than when a twelve-mouth ago
the present governmeent undertook to grap-
le with this difficult subject of education.
'hat:question has been fraught: with such
difficulties, that although, from time to time,
tolerably strong Governments—sustained by
wory fair majorities in this Legislature—bave
held the reins of power, and whilst it has been
admitted that there was no matter that de-
mmanded more imperatively the consideration
of the Legislature and the action of the Ad-
ministration, yet none of them were able.to
carry successtully through the House a mea-
sure calculated to promote the education of
the country. Although the present Govern-
ment, at the last session, had the good fortune
to be sustained by a very large majority of this
House—although the previous general election
had proved that the party with - which I have
the honor to be connected had the confidence
of 'a very large proportion of the people, yet on
4 :question of this kind, of such . vital conse-
ﬁuence to the country at large, they did not
esitate to invite the co-operation and suppors
of gentlemen on the Opposition benches.
They- felt. they were entitled to ask that aid
from any opposition in reference to a question
which did not affect one class or party, but all.
classes and parties in this Province;—that it
was due to the great question of Education
that it should be as far as possible placed
above party, and dealt within such a mode as
40 secure the confidence and co-operation of
bothparties. Everyonemust feel that, however
strong & government might. be, however
strong any party might be who was called up-.
on to take up so difficult and delicate a ques-
tion, that it was due to the success of the wea-
sure that it should secure the interest and sym-
athy of all classes in this country. Therefore
when'we proposed a radical change in the sys-
tem of education, which had been so long de-
sired in -this country, we assumed all the re-
sponsibility which should fall upon a govern-
ment; and at the same tiwe invited the cordial
oo-operation of all our opponents, as essential
b the proper construction of a wise and useful
méasure on the subject. The government were.
aware, ag8 every intelligent wman was aware,:
that to deal with a_ question of.such difficulty.
and:delicacy as that of education, it would be:
impossible for any party bowever strong,~—for:
any government, however much they might en-
joy-tbe confidenca of the house or coautry, to
mature a measurejwhich would not necessarily
involve a great deal of hostility and trouble on -
thépart of many of their friends and support-
ors throughout the country, and that it became
doubly essential therefore, if any. educational,
measurs were to_be successful, that_it should
havetlie support of intelligent and patriotic
whinds: of all sections in the country,-as that
sloné xwould to pla:‘sahit upon the sound:and sta- ;
blé basiecwhich it was: desirable that. such a
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measure should rest upon. I am bound to ade
mit that the igentlemen whocomposed the op-.
osition in. this Legislature did, with a patriot-’
ism that I.think is. deserving of all praise,
fraukly respond to the -invitation of the Go-.
vernment, and on this, as .upon many other
questions of public polxcy, avowed at the outs,
set their. determination to assist in, and . give-
their best energies to the maturing of snch a.
measure as would tend to the most successful-
results in regard to the great cause of educa-.
tion in this country. I believe that owing to
the aid derived from both sides of the ‘house,
the government were enabled to pass-a mea~
sure which will be recognized in all time. to
comse as a great step in advance in relation to
the education of the massesin this province.—
L amaware that a great deal of elamor has ari-
gen in the country—that. much hestility : has-
been excited in connection -with the measure—
that much difticulty bas occurred in referenge:
to its administration, and that probably
this province was never agitated, from one
end to the. other, to a greater extent than
it has  been during the last twelve months;
in relation to the important subject of common
school education; but I am proud to be able to:
say that notwithstanding all this excitement.
and clamor—despite the fact that this ques-.
tion was one which touched the pockets.
of the masses, and was therefore: necessa-
rily calculated above all others to exeite-
a teeling of hostility,—we have the facts before
us and the public to show that this measurs,
although not so perfect as it was desirable- it.
should be—although not so successful as it
ought to be—has proved itself eminently adapt-
ed for the great object for which it was intend:
ed. When I call the attenticn of the house to-
the facts bearing upon this question, I think I.
shall bg able to show, whatever may be the
shortcomings of this measure, whatever diffi--
culties may have been connected with .its ad-
ministration, so far from having proved a' fail--
ure, we have the evidence, after only three
months of time since it has been in operation,
that it has been as successful as this house, in.
reference -to a question. of such. delicacy. and.
ditficulty, could reagsonahly expect. . .. - .. .
Those who will take the trouble to refer to.
the reports of the ab'e superintendents of eduy:
cation who filled the position for many years,
in this Province, will .find that the common,
school: education of this country was in as de--
plorable a condition as it could well be at the.
time this measure was brought ap. for the :aps,
proval of the house. They will see that -the.
common. school education of this couutry.re~
guired reorganization throughout the Province.
rom . one ~end to- the other—that the. time.
had come . when some great radical changa;
wag imperative.. There 18, perhaps, no duty;
of a . more delicate character . that- any:
Government could be called upon to discharge,
than the re-organization of the school sections.-
It.is obvious that, coming howme, as the re-ar=
rangements did, to the interests of every,maniin,
the province—attended with ditficulty.as it was,
inasmuch as it touched the pecuniary interesig.
of . the: people. residing - within; these sectiops—;
this smeasure must have been, necessarily
fraught: with ;much embarrassment.. No -ty
could-be calculated to'involve a greater de-;
gree -of:difficulty. in its. adjustment. than. the.
arrangement of these school sections... Now,
lot us enquire into the results.thas have;at- .
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