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than the present I am quite sure that bon. gen- measure sbould rest upon. 1 ar bound te ad-
teinen will appreciate tIe difficulties under mitIhat tie ïentlemen who voiposial theaop
whiéh we bave labored, and will make allow- position in.Ibis Legisiature did, witb a patrio'
ance for the time that was necessary. to confer min that I think la deserving ofail praise,
with the members of .the Legislature after the fraukly respond te tbe-invitation of the Go-
dpening of the session. I was anxious, also, verameel, snd on this, as upon rany pther
that the country should have the fullest oppor- queâtions ofpublie policy, ovowed athî4 nt
tunity of expressing its views upon this im- set their.deteriination te assist in, and g le
portant question, and even down to this very their best energies te the naturing of sue
day petitions have been presented on this sub- mensure as would tend te tbe Most snccessful
ject. I need hardly say that no government resuits in regard to the great cause of educa..
was ever called.upon to undertake a more ar- lion in this contry. 1 lieve tiat ewiag te
duous task, than when a twelve-mouth agothe aid deriied from both aides of he bouse,
the present government undertook te grap- tbe governuet were enabied to pasa a nies-
ple with this difficult subject of education. sure which will ho recoeized iu ail ture 10
That, question bas been fraught with such core as a great stelundvaece in relation 10
difficulties, that although, from time to timeeIbeeducotion cf lheimasses'je Ibis province.-
tolerably strong Governments-sustained by1aawsre tint a great deal et' lanior bas art-
very fair majorities in this Legislature-bave sen in tbe country-tbat muchestiiity bas
held the reins of power, and whilst it bas been heen excited lecennoctien with the measure-
admitted that there was no matter that de- Ibat rncb îliculty basoccurred in refereuce
inandeil more imperatively the consideration te ils administration, and thal probobiy
of the Legislature and the action of the Ad- Ibis-province was neyer agitated, freine
ministration, yet none of them were able-toeed te the, other, le a grealer extent Iban
carry successfully through the House a mea- il bas heen during the Last twelve montis
sure calculated te promote the education of le relation te he important subjeci cf cemion
the country. Although the present Govern- school educstien; bel I aie prend te ho ablete
ment, at the last session, bad the good fortune seythat notwitbstaedieg alluis exclterent.
to be sustained by a very laigd majority of this andicîssor-despite the fact Ihat Ibis qies-
House-although the previous general election tien was eue wbich roue ths'peeket
bad proved that the party with which I have of tbe masses, andwas Iberefere necessa-
the honor to be connected had the confidence riiy calculated above ail others teexcite
cf a very large proportion of the people, yet on a feeling of Lstiity,-we bave the facts before
à ýquestion of this:kind, of.such vital conse- us sud tLe public te show thot Ibis mease,
quence te the country at large, they did not aithougb et se perfect as it was desirable il
besitate te invite the co-operation and support shoul be-althougb net5succesful as i
of gentlemen on the Opposition benches. oughl 1 be-bas pieveulitselfernentiysdapl-
They felt they were entitled te ask that aid ouIforthe greal otject fer which il wss seenci
from any opposition in reference to a question ed. Wben.I cou tie atteetirn efthe bouse te
which did net affect one class or party, but all the fada bearig upon this question, IlbiekIL
classes and parties in this Province;-that itshah bq-able te show, wbatever moy ho the.
was due te the great question of Education sbertcomiegs cf Ibis mensure, wbatever diM-ý
that it should be as far as possible placedculties ray bave been connected witb ils su-
above party, and dealt with in such a mode as ministratien, so for frei baving proveti a ft-
to secure the confidence and co-operation of ure, we have Ibe.eviuieuce,,after onlytbrea
bothparties. Everyone'must feel that, however moetha cf lime since il bas heen in operalion,
strong a goverrnment might be, however îLot'il basbeen as succesaful as ibis bouse,-le,
strong any party might be who was called up- reference te a question etfsncb delicacy sud
o6 te take up se diflicult and delicate a ques- diticulty, ceuitireaseeahiy expect.
tion,'Ihat it was due to the success of the nea- These wbo wiit take tbe trouble te refer 10
sure that it should secure the intereat and sym- the reports of tie abesuporintendeuts cf edu,
pathy of all classes in this country. Therefore cation who hId the position for many years
*hen-we proposed a radical change in the sys- iii Iis Province,wilied thot thecomea,
tena of education, which bad been. se long de-sebooI education cf Ibis csnlrywsiluasde--
slred in this country, we assumed all the re- plerabIe a condition as il couitiweil Le atise
aponsibility which should fali upon a govern- ture Ibis measure was breugbt np for tae aps.
mentl and at the same time invited the cordial proval cf tbe bouse. Tbey wiil 500 tIsaI-tisa
co-operation of al our opponents, as essential comon achool educationoetIis'countryr
tb the proper construction of a wise and useful quireulreergoniation tbrongbeut tIe Province
mensure on the subject. The government were fre ne.e2z te the.tber-thtt the-tisse
aware, as every intelligent iuan was aware, boul core wbee.sore.great . radical cbangmi
that to deal with a. question of such difficulty was imperalive There is, perbapa, 550dutyT
ahddeliacy as that of education, it would be cf a more:dolicate cbàracter .t any.
inpossible for any party however strong,-fer Govererneet corul be'called.upon te disciarge
amy government, however much they suight en- Ibse the re-orgouizotion cf tasool sectiosis
joy Ibe confidence of the bouse or country, teIl la obvions îLot, coring bore, as I
mutrèa measure;which would not necessarily rangemntsdid, te the ieîerestaofevoryman'li
involvea great deal of hostility and trouble on the provin--attondedsvitb dhtllîlty.os itwasî
thé part of many of their friends and support- ieamuch as il teucheul tae pecuniary interesta.
e roughout the country, and that.it became cf tse people rosiding.withi es
dotubly essential therefore, if any educationalIbseisalare muaIbave been necessari(y
measure were te be successful, that it should fraugbt wlt. mucb eibarrassmuut. o lioii
hamir.tlie su ipport of intelligent and patriotilocoubt be calcuisieulte involve a grealer e-,
sindt of ai Isections hle bmcountry,,as that>greo otdiiulty t il
atonè *ould to pla le it upon the sounlud adta- arrangement'etbese-sool sections..',qR
tébaM@lé h tus lbtasidsirable at saI sncba. lotsion nq.isLegilthetresuid, tisa patro


