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In honor, Great Britain could nob stand by and wit-
ness this breach of treaty obligations and the jeopar-
dizing of Belgian independence- ‘

“I agree with what the right hon. leader of the Op-
position has said,”’ continued the Prémier, “‘when he
declared that we have absolutely 1o quarrel with the
German people. They are not a warlike people. In
many respects they have stood in the very forefront
of the world’s advancement. pest citi-
zens in Canada are of (terman origin- as the
Germans and Austrians in this country are concerned,
we have adopted the princip]c that we have no reason
to believe that any of them are inspired by the mili-
taristic t(‘lldenuius. which influenced the ‘(_,}overmm.mts
of Germany and Anstrin-Hungnry. Wu” believe
they will be true t0 their adopted country. [hey are
,. and they
any of them to ;%id emfl
this country to fight for Bri-
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S;)al] receive it unless
abet the enemy or leave
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tain’s foes. Up to the present We have seen 1101(.1'1511)0’—’
Sition among these people to do anything of the cind.
_Sir Robert then put pefore the Touse some 1nf0111‘r:[11d'
tion regarding action taken during the early put O;rive‘:;
year, on the suggestion of the British a11th0r3§1cz:, oy
n 3 memorandum from the Overseas Defence U0l Jan
tee to a general defence seheme for (anada. ()‘n . (nté
12, 1914, a conference of deputy 'he‘adsiof depm‘tlgeue'
Was held, under the oh;’\irn‘mnshivp of SIT Jvos(?Ph in )
nder Secretary of External Affairs, with M‘a,]- GOHI;?
Hall of the Mil'i’vtia I)-l‘pﬂl"fm‘e“tz and k. M. Qtevens, U
Iéeetor of Gunnery in the Naval D?Pf"rtm‘mt’ g Jou:l-
ecretaries. At this and suhsofl“"“t conference® % %”e
eral defence scheme was drawvd up and dlemﬂed pc(g;‘:
Z:telg made for action to be taker by e’fee“twe.o
' Ottawa should war break out at a0y tunf-t which
requg canmot overestimate the great ':adwme:gematters
'th:ou t?d to tl.re G‘overmnen.t‘from having ¢Necessary
£ ght ‘out in advance,”” SIir RO].')ert salf.  pefore the
rangements which came from time 19 ot fusion
B emrivivant iore Tiade without the glightest confusion.

Bvery detail was enabled to be worked out with preci-
sion.”’

Extraordinary steps which would require the ratifica-
tion of Parliament had been taken by the Government
on the outbreak of hostilities. «“We took ‘them,’’ said
the Premier, ‘‘because we believed that in the exereise
of our duty we were phound to do sO pefore Parliament
could possibly assemble. These steps will be explained
later on.”” Two submarines had been purchased and
provided with crews SO that the vessels are available
¢egor the defence of our coast and of our shipping if
oceasion should require.”’ The Rainbow had been made
ready for war, and her crew sapplemented by naval
volunteers.

to those in command of her,”’
¢ for the courageous act which
gouth, in face of two modern

¢¢(yreat praise is due
continued Sir Robert,
they undertook in going
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(ferman Cruisers, to assist in bringing back the small
hoats Algerine and Shearwater, which were then in the
south. The Niobe has also been pub in commission, as
she possesses Some fighting strength, and she will be
manned in part by the crews of the Shearwater and
Algerine and in part by British naval reservists. All of
these boats have been placed under the direction of the
Admiralty, under the authority contained in that be-
half in the naval service act of 1910.

«Tn my telegrams to the British Government,’’ said
the Premier after reading a number of despatches to
the House, ‘I spoke of the united gpirit of Canada,
and events have shown that 1 was not mistaken. The
men who are going 0 the front from (‘#nada are going
as volunteers, free men from a free country, to serve
this Dominion and this Fmpire. 1 express absolute
coneurrence with the view put forward by the member
for South Oxford (Mr. Qutherland), that it is the duty
of the people and the Government of (Canada to make
all snitable provision for the families of those going to
the front. We are giving our best to our country, and



