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An Interview with Ralph Connor fchdeace

By Perer MCARTHUR e following refe!
- B relation to the
: rector of St. Pz
I began with a straight question: the world who like to affect a sort of pilfhe Red Triangle
“What do you think of the work of the wildness. Does the Y. M. C. A, get neil8 efficient instrur
Y.M.C.A. in the war?” them?” ’ ¢h. Innumerabl
-He hunched his shoulders slightly, and “Yes. The helpfulness of the V.M (jfrom England, r
slipped down a trifle in his chair. From the has won out over every obstacle, [ lvelopes bearing
expression on his face I was afraid that he beginning the officers of the high compgilingle, testify to
was going to offer an unfavorable criticism. had something of the attitude you syjinthropic service
But his answer made it clear that that was But whenever there was anything t
not what disturbed him. done to help the boys the Y.M.C.A
“It is doing a lot of work that the Church there to do it, and do it well. By its v T T
should be doing.” : of unassuming helpfulness the Y.M.( ’ » \
Now you can understand why my ques- has won the hearts of both officers and
tion caused him a shade of discomfort. The no matter what their Church conneii Church. Tor¢
~ minister in him—a touch of the old Free may be or may not be. It gives, andit tte “n:. ’
Kirk spiritual guide that made him feel the not ask anything in return. Its sole sitm(; all the
responsibilities of his calling — made him is that it helps freely all who need cames b P {J
regret to confess that a purely lay institu- The thing to emphasize about its wo andpa il e glg'
tion is carrying practical Christianity to a that it gives—it is an organized spit g rﬁinist i
point that is as yet impossible for the giving, and it gives without a stringt Segige iril;y e
Churches—*“beating them to it,” as the sol- giving.” = er its paus’ ice
dier boys would say. “But I often hear comments—not bt effectivg.
“Don’t misunderstand me,” he protested. friendly—about the prices that the ! denomination:
“The Churches and their chaplains are doing C. A. charges for some of its supplies' Ji e of saly
a wonderful work, but the Y. M. C. A,, being “Such comments have no justific sold%er who. %
without a propaganda or dogmas, is able to The prices are as near right as they il multitudes ha:
adapt itself instantly to any needs that may made. If there is any profit on the S walis of the
arise, either at the battlefront or wherever to the boys in the camps or back o provided and o
the boys may be located. It meets them at lines, every cent of it goes to provide i ~~ = " & = o
all hours and in all places with a spirit of = free—absolutely free—to those who i"B:teq In view
good cheer, comfort and helpfulness.” the front line trenches. As a matter ol life and the ter
“Then you are of the opinion that the man the canteens and other organizations U
who supports the war work of his Church the control of the Churches and chap

is not doing all he can to help the boys?” have pretty much the same schedi Rev I
“Assuredly. The Y. M. C. A. is able to go prices ‘as the Y.M.C.A” : .

a little farther, Though the work of the Here I asked a concluding questo @8 D»r w. 'H. 1

Church may be nearer to the ideal of what “Then I may tell the people that "8® writes:

I want to see done, the Y.M.C. A, gets war work, especially in the matter of (e amazing rec

nearer to the boys.” " ture comforts, the Y. M. C. A, is nca B8 by the Young

v. T. T. Shields,

That struck me as a very important point, the boys than anyone else?” M overseas is th
and I decided to question him from an angle “Yes. It stands nearer to them tha® ‘. laemn;' It is
that might not be pleasing to a clergyman. thing else except the military organ .¢ of the rag

“You know,” I insinuated in a spirit of under whose discipline they live—ai = Church car

half confession, “that there are a lot of boys You see, they are specially 6Bt the Christi

who would be inclined to look at a Y.M. trained and outfitted for this kmd est traditl;:r?: r:
(;. A. at home as a sort of sissified institu- —and they are a mighty spiritual B8 for oyr soldier
tion, beneath the notice of young men of too.” everybody kn

S well as norm



