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such feeling, reined up his animal and !
gazed about him, He was a tall,
rather slenderly built man, but grace
ful, and evidently athletic, He seermed
ty be you , despite the bronze of for ‘

eign guns upon his countenance and
his somewhat haggard expression
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ling the whole length of the deep collar

{ pushed far back exposed the whole of
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“Is it true, fair maid, that the castlo
1s as deserted as a few miles from here
they report it to ba—that its maste
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which iz natural to every native of the
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the hospuitality of his house, and
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man whom lay 3
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I eye
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en at length he prepared to take
[ hisleave he told them he would remaj

the *“ Romney Arms.” a tay
istant, for some days, du
1t would be necessary for him to
isit Romney Castle, and he solicited
ermission to call

Aawrence Dominick —q permission that
was cordially granted,

Catherine, from the door, watched
him mount his impatient animal, and
her cheeks flushed with innocent van.
ity when he deffed his hat and bowed
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hed loud and long,

**It is the same with them all,” he

wears her heart in

er eyes, and the rest is easy game.”
And thus muttering and laughing
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merry thought.
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16 bar he was followed by
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id smiles which greeted him.

stirrups to obtain a better view of
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thauks be to God,
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others of the party
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It required sundry calls,
I, Catharine ; her subsequent edu- | 15 pebbles against the
Jimmy Callahan could
forth from the
pipe and a bowl of

1S a priest, window, before
itable | be induced to

parilla, taken at this season,
v and just at | comforts :

and vigorous and

1 opening the door,
; his lantern into
view the unusual visitant,

have you come from

has taken hold of the ¢
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I was just starting my prof,

the little offico I had in my ,

and the big place where I'h |
my law, Vevertheless I was
tent to r a small begin
to trust to the fuiure for brin

) of business and of
1 wuse I had two
ional f

§ nds therecabo
lected Holborn as b ing a lil
wherein to piteh my tent A

good deal of looking ab
cided to apply an age
I went to inspect a place |
mended, a third floor of DParel
Buildings

“Here you are, g said the a
unlocking the door of the office on (1
third floor. ** Thisisa &
office ; the principal room is } !
and looks out into Parchment P
as I told you. Nice situation this,

ft 7"

I'walked in and in pece
hefore answering him.  As re £
size and situation they were ce)
all t I wanted. The outer
would do very well for my boy
and the inner would suit me \
theless it was evident that a good
of cleaning would haVe to be d
fore anybody could tenant either
I'wo yearsat least had passed sin
rooms were placed in the agent's

d b

aid that the rooms would su
providing that the rent was not ¢
ive. Tuerewith we fell a ba
and eventually hit o
my approval. A week Ia
full occupancy of my offie
erk sat ata little desk in the
cliice and pretended to work ver
while Isatata big desk in my
netum and read law. Thero
really little else to do in thos

I sentin my own offize a;

two or three da

I
I *in which to s
1d bocks arnd papers, I had
board cleared of a quantity of
evidently left there by the

pap=rs, but the

been torn into small scy 1ps and thy

deal about the

scraps of paper,

into a correr. The or 1an
cleaned my rooms complained a
b

\

causcd

In reply to my inquiries, the x
told that it would be about ¢
years since the rooms had been
cupied. Farther interrozate A
said that she could not remembn;
last tenant's nan it was somett
for ), and she did not know how
pronounce it. She did not know w!
his  business was. Ho was alv
writing
other foreigners to see him His 1
Was never painted upon the door
rooms not on the lintel down belo
it was her belief that he was 1o
because he pt himsclf so «
While the woman talked she was
gaged in removing the mass of to
and scattered paper from the cuphoar
Suddenly she detached something fr
the coutents of her bagsket and haud
t to me

“ Ha oof
He g

t that the very day he wq
said she. “ For I vemen
and fetching his lett
in the hall below. I
st thing he took out of ‘em w 18

there card, and he laid it down on
desk and stared at it like as if

away,
going dow:
from the 1

fiy

e it out,

encugh ugh I ain® ¢
it since.  Speet ke chucked it aw:

with this here heap o' letters a
papers.”’

I tool m her and looked
at it, 1 2 of a pack of card
the ace of 5, and would have
tracted no attention from anybody b
for one slight fact, Through the eri:
son heart in the centra of the
card some hand had drawn a gtil
with serupulous fidelity. I had to I
at jt 1 owly to make sure that t]

had not been engraved with th

red heart, Engraved, however, it had
not been ; the trace of the artist’s pe:
cil was clear enough.

I took possession of the card and pu
it aside. During the somewhat lazv
time which followed I often looked at
it aud wondered what it siguified
I could not help faneying that it had
conveyed some sinister message to th
man  who had occupied my room
three years previously, Certainly he
had left his chambers hurriedly im
mediately aftor the receipt of it. |
cams to the conclusion that my
r in the offices in Parchm
e ¢ had bheen engaged in so
mysterious transactions of a not

al

gather safe natare, and had bhee:

warned to 2o elsewhere by the trans
fixed ace of hearts.
¢ was spring when I entered into

oteupancy of my office, and the yeal
went by very quietly until winter set
in. My practice had been remarkably
limited at first, but as the mouths

Jimmy's half-suppressed exclamation,
here on business for
and have author
him to visit the castle w
‘*As for the matter
answered Jimmy whohad re. | the body.
covered somewhat from hig
ment, ‘‘ the castle is fr
to any one ; Sir Huber

| stomach and bowels
but they open the e
them to pour copio
into the howels,

again on hospitable Sir Hubert xeretory vessels, causing
3 ) ) s effusions from the bloo
ler which the copy

astle,” ;
castle © with the best results.
Not what we say, but w

ee to be shown parilla does, that tells the$

t never objected -

went by I obtained an increase of
work, and had less time to spend in
reading my calf bound volumes. The
first day of December brought me a
case which promised to produce some-
thing considerable, and I remained
hat Hood’s Sars- | 1ate and went on reading until a slight

sound on the landing outside made me
{100k up, only to catch sight of the

ual
caveer, and it was necessary ¢ re
a convenient office. [ did o :
anything pretentions — ay {08
myself and a small ante chan | or
the boy whom I had engaged a. k
of aill work would amply t e
quirements, 1 had served 1y o8
with an old established fipm
ors in the city, and had b
tomed to great rooms filled f
bound volumes and shelves 4
parchment, and I laughed to
the difference thers must he o1

she said, and sometimes had
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clock, which indicat
theevening.

Lifting the lamp
made my way to the
ly flung it open. Th
:imnz:mwm, for there
before me, his face a
seen in the lamplig
tattered, gickly-lookin
coucerted than myse
middle age apparen
more than usual sig
tear at that, for his
plentifully shot with g
lid face was deebly lir

My first glance at hin

things—that he was
in want.

I was so much aston
of this unexpected vi
staring at him for a
He, on his part, stood
At last I found my to

‘“ Are you looking
said 1, lamely enon,
think you'll find any
time,

He shook his head.

**No," he answered.
was looking for you,
““For me? Why?"
“Will you let me co
ment?” he said. ‘‘On
it you please.  Oh, th

* be afraid of me. I'm

though I'dare say I loo

I hesitated, He lool
and said quietly :

““Tused to live in th

**Oh," said I, dimly
that the mysterious ten
me. ¢ ) in,’

He followed me thr
office into my own ro
saw the cheery fire,
arm-chair by the hear
per tray laid on the

ghed. It struck me

as both cold and m
vited him to eat. But .
his head.

T had better tell y
first,” said he. ‘'] ha
stairs outside for more
wondering whether yc

s me to enter this roor

used to live here, and
denly about three year
say,” he added, ‘th
wondered why I left so s
1 quietly opened the
desk in which I had pla

% ious ace of hear ts, and di

laid it before him.

** Had that anything |
1 said,

He started to his feet
on the card, and I saw

8 perspiration burst acros

under the shock which t
mmysterious emblem und

him. He looked from

from me to the car
sighed heavily and s

* Where did you g
asked quietly,

'as  found amo

ers which you,

messag

a a meani ng

2, Or a secret

ved it.”

‘It had a meaning,”
It meant that my life
an hour's purchase —tha
sentenced to dcath—th
tioners were on my ti
Russian, and familiar w
of conspirators from my
I have t told you i:
the agent of a secret s
ffended those in power
[demned ; and that's the v
**So you fled. "
“ More fool I ! 1 fled-
t last as you see me
Rlmost—starving, homele

Again I pressed him |
dascinated by his story, :
hear more.

‘* Not till I have told yc
ere to-night. I came to
hing that I left here w
oft it because I knew i
he hiding-place I had coz

H was going I knew not w
Bibly into rough places
esperate men. I come
.ondon at last, and a g
Ame over me to see i

J

might, resolved to ask yoﬁ
he picture is here, and
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He rose, and crossing
proached a corner of t
areftilly removed the ca
had 1aid down, Lifting
inderneath, he present
from the cavity a parce
nany sheets of strong pay
'orward to the light agai

“You did not know t
3 80 near you, " he said
flust away from the par
eeding to unwind ths v
ings. ¢ And now, look
An exclamation of wo:
Hicht burst from my lif
efore me the porfrait of
ovely woman, evidently
some great miniature |
ramed heavily in gold
Che frame must have b
bmall fortune in itself,
Bearcely noticed it, so b
he face it contained.
Thestranger held the )
bim and looked steadily
amp-light. Then he di
&nd kissed the face revere
. ‘‘She is dead,” he said.
died 2 martyr. She was
that the world calls good
xile and in poverty,




