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The^En^Iisb Education Question.
SPEECH OF MR. BLAKE.

IiOndon, May 9.—Speaking in the 
course of the great debate on the 
Education Bill to-night in the House 
of Commons, Mr. Blake said:

I may excuse myself for addressing 
the House by saying that I happen 
» have e somewhat prolonged ex

perience upon this subject. For forty 
sessions, in three Legislatures, in 
different countries, I have witnessed 
and taken "some part in the discus
sion of problems which arise in their 
concrete form by the association oi 
a Protestant majority with a Homan 
Catholic minority. Long ago I found 
and took my ground upon general 
principles, and having adhered to 
that ground I was rather pained 
when I heard from the lips of the 
Minister of Education the other day 
a statement with reference to

THE RIGHTS OF MINORITIES,

which I am afraid was susceptible to 
another, and what seemed to me in 
the connection in which he used it, 
the natural and obvious interpreta
tion. Speaking of the question be
tween Roman Catholics and Jews, 
as the case might be, and1 the vari
ous Protestant denominations. be 
said: "all minorities must suffer, it 
is the badge of their tribe." Well, 
sir, some suffering may sometimes be 
inevitable in the carrying out of some 
measures of a great public policy, 
which the majority of the nation be
lieves to be essential to its progress 
or its existence. That suffering ought 
as far as possible to be avoided, but 
for my part my belief is, qs I ex
pressed It twenty years ago, in a 
Protestant community, somewhat dif
ferent from the tone and the senti
ment of the right hon. gentleman. I 
may venture to quote it, because it 
represents the ground I took long 
before, and which I maintained ever 
since, and which I hold to-day—"Be
ing strong, we ought to be what

the State. He seemed to have forgot
ten that, after all, the parent is a 
member of the State, and has con
tributed to the taxes' of the State 
(cheers), has contributed to the rates 
and that it is out of his taxes and 
his rates that the State is maintain
ing the system of education,- what
ever it may be, which is made com
pulsory upon the parent. He calls 
not for a subsidy, but claims that he 
shall bo assisted to perform the duly 
which the State has made compul
sory and which the State has under
taken to perform according to its 
own fashion. In the debate of 1902 
my hon. friend, the member for East 
Mayo, made

A COURAGEOUS AND MEMOR
ABLE SPEECH.

THE STRONG SHOULD ALWAYS. 
BE—

generous to the weak. A measure 
full heaped and running over is the

He then pointed out that as an in
evitable consequence of the measure 
a share of the public control would 
be demanded, and would be obtained, 
as the result of the system of public 
and compulsory education propound
ed in the Bill. The hon. member for 
East Mayo proposed an amendment 
in the direction of parental rights, 
but his voice was not listened to by 
those for whose interests the Bill of 
1902 was passed. But, nevertheless, 
his voice spoke the truth, for we are 
now face to face with the position 
which has been rendered inevitable by 
concrete facts. A situation was cre
ated by the Bill of 1902 which has 
to be met and dealt with to-day, and 
therefore the hon. member for East 
Mayo s views has to-day been verified. 
It was, however, not so much the 
simple proposition, but it is the ex
tent, the character, and the methods 
of interference and the inadequacy of 
the safeguards, in respect of which, 
we believe, the Bill is fundamentally 
vicious, and will trench unwarrant
ably on the rights of the minority 
for whom/ we speak. I am going to 
confine my remarks to some of the 
aspects of Clause 4 and the proposed 
alteration to a compulsory form 
which the right hon. gentleman rie- 
deprecated most emphatically, while 
at the same time he averred that he

determine the initial question, 
we know that it means that in the 
cases in which you determine that 
there ought to be the right given in 
certain circumstances that it shall be 
given. There is the suggested oo- 
jection that there may be on some 
of the Local Committees cranks who 
will object, but whatever strength 
there js in that argument is infinite
simal compared with the evil of 

SENDING IT AS A FIREBRAND 
to the country and the bitter strug
gles which what you have proposed 
will create. Do what you think is 
right, and if you think this is not a 
right clause then reject it, but if you ; 
think it is right and just to the Ho- i 
man Catholic

1 non. gentleman, with ell 
the authority he has, and all the au
thority he may ask Parliament to 
invest him with—if this Imperial Par
liament is unable to deal with the lo
cal authorities, how does he expect 
the poor Homan Catholics to deal 
with the Protestant majority in the 
locality affected ? Then the right 
hon. gentleman said : "It was hard 
to believe that any great local au
thority could be so bigoted as to 
disregard this statutory duty, .he 
would not say obligation, imposed 
upon them for the education of the 
country." Well, if it is a statutory 
duty

LET US MAKE IT PLAIN
minority that there , 

should be such a provision, then use ! “ 18 a sttttutory duty. That is all 
all your power to enact it. The view W° ask' Make it clear that it ii 
which the President of the Board of !what tho riSht hon- gentleman des 
Education expressed in introducing cribea i4 to hn Tf <* *- - 
th‘S Bill rather added to than reliev-

(By Rev. 
Main,

John Roe, P.P., Harbor 
in St. Bona venture’s 

Adelphiam.)

° at vne same time he averred that hp
measure to be given by the strong to did not believe it would make a dif-
tile Wflflk Ann htr ar\ __ 2,1 mthe weak, and by so acting we will 
exemplify true Christian principles, 
we will exemplify true Liberal prin
ciples, we will do our best for the 
promotloâ of true Christianity and 
for the spread of the Gospel." Those 
are the general views with which I 
approach all questions of this des
cription. This is an English Bill, 
and we are concerned here mainly for 
Irish Catholics, who have brought 
with them from the country from 
which they sprang traditions of those 
evil days to which I have referred, 
and who are naturally jealous to the 
last degree of their religious rights, 
and suspicious of any interference 
with them, t say it is a natural 
jealousy. It is a natural suspicion 
which you ought ta respect, end as 
far as possible avert in the course 
of your legislation. They know what 
interference brought them in the past

ference in a single school, which 
meant that in every school area the 
clause would be put into operation. 
If it would be put into operation 
voluntarily what objection is there 
to making it clear and,plain ? If that 
is going to happen everywhere why 
not make St the law ? We are strong
ly of opinion that it is essential to 
the security of the minority, which 
in various parts of the country will 
have to fight these battles under the 
protection of this clause that

THAT PROTECTION SHOULD BE 
MADE ABSOLUTELY OPER

ATIVE.

THIS FEELING IS IN THEIR 
BLOOD,

and you must not quarrel with 
them, you must not bo impatient 
With them, you must rather be anxi
ous in the future to give them no 
excuse or pretence for imputing evil 
motives about what you do to-day 
(cheers). Do your part, and do it 
in such a form that you may help to 
obliterate those sad memories, and 
create in them a confidence that you 
will respect their convictions. Those 
in this country of the Irish race, for 
whom we apeak, are mainly of the 
poor and lowly. They are of the toll
ers, whose share of this world's 

fln^that! 
are lo

We believe this to be no less im
portant to the whole community. Wë 
believe that to leave the question 
whether that clause should come into 
force or not, to the judgment of 
each Council or Local Authority 
which under the clause is to exercise 
judgment upon the question, would 
be to throw into the hands- of the 
bigots and zealots and those who de
light in religious controversy a fire
brand ready to hand to be used for 
Ideal purposes, for local elections, 
and this would create difficulties of 
all descriptions. Nothing could be 
more injurious to the peace of those 
communities than to leave this as a 
wholly permissive clause. In my own 
country of Canada after struggles of 
the most desperate character, involv
ing the greatest extremity of bitter- 

s between religious denominations 
and disturbing the general peace 
and progress of the country and all
political combinations, I rejoice 
that an agreement was made between 
those provinces, under which

ed my disquietude when the clause 
was read first, because he said: ‘ I 
admit it is asking these minorities 
to trust in the generosity, the equit
ableness, and the fair-mindedness of 
the local authority." i daresay m 
many cases that will be justified, but 
I know not how lar those other com
pliments to which I have referred 
may arise. The right hon. gentleman 
said : "Public opinion would view 
any obstructive withholding of the 
permissive privilege." What public 
opinion ? The public opinion of the 
locality ? If so, then the difficulty 
would not arise. Does he mean the 
public opinion of the public at large 
to be made operative by discussion in 
this House and another Act of Par
liament ? We know the difficulty of 
passing

AN ACT OF PARLIAMENT TO 
PROTECT A CATHOLIC MIN

ORITY

against a Protestant majority, and 
it would not be very readily opera
tive. The right hon. gentleman went 
on to say: "But they might truly 
say that it is left to their judg
ment, even in the case of a four- 
fifth majority whether or no, and, 
therefore, in canvassing, in election. 
in discussion each rural area has this 
question in its own hands." The 
right hon. gentleman also pointed 
out that although he believed in jus
tice and generosity, the question was 
really in their own hands, and that 
it was for them in their own indivi
dual cases and with reference to their 
own community to judge and decide. 
Those difficulties that I felt and 
which I now entertain have been as
suaged in one sense by the right hon. 
gentleman's speech to the Jewish de
putation, in which he said: "Assum
ing the provisions of Clause 4 with 
reference to non-provided schools to 
be illusory (and, of course, if thev 
were illusory they would be a fraud) 
the Jewish body would benefit more 
largely than any other body, but it 
was pointed out that it was not a 
complete protection, because it was 
not obligatory on the local authori
ties to ascertain the facts." So far 
the right, hon. gentleman is accur
ate. The right hon. gentleman has 
imposed the duty upon the local au
thorities to make local inquiry for 
the purpose off-- ascertaining the facts 

namely, -the percentage of persons 
of one persuasion as compared with 
another. "If four-fifths of the pa
rents of the children desire facilities 
it was an obligation upon the local 
authorities." These are ambiguous 
words. I don't know what obliga
tion the right hon. gentleman means. 

‘Of course," said Mr. Birrell, "the 
local authority, if so minded,' might 
disregard the fair intention of the 
statute and obstinately hold aloof 
from doing anything further." Now, 
sir, the right hon. gentletnan ac
knowledges that may happen. He has 
described his interpretation of the 
statute. It is the fair intention of 
the statute in any case in which the 
conditions prescribed the Fourth 
Clause are found to exist, the local 
authority shall agree, then

cribes it to bo. If it is a statutory 
duty then they have to perform it. 
The right hon. gentleman at present 
left it to their free decision whether 
they should perform it or not. "Ho 
believes that no local authority 
would refuse to Jews, Roman Ca
tholics or Churchmen the full advan
tages of the Parliamentary grant 
which Parliament intended them to 
receive. At the same time there 
was considerable substance in this 
point, and he would give it careful 
consideration." I am sure that the 
consideration has been given to this 
point, and I hope that the communi
cation which the right hon. gentle
man said he would make to his col
leagues has been made, and we will 
be greatly relieved if we learn that 
this clause is to be made mandatory 
instead of permissive. The right, hon. 
gentleman went on to deal with the 
question of the teachers. I am not. 
at this moment, dealing with that 
point. I am now dealing with the 
question whether Clause 4 should be 
mandatory or permissive, and I sub
mit to the House that in the inter
est of the local authorities, in the 
interest of tho Roman Catholic mi
norities, in the interests of the peace 
of the country, it is desirable not 
to draw thris bone of contention into 
every place in which the clause may 
be applicable; but if Parliament has 
decided that it is the duty of the 
local authorities, on certain condi
tions, to use the clause, to make 
that plain and clear by stating it in 
the enactment (cheers). I now come 
to

THE PERCENTAGE LIMIT.

When it became known that the 
Rev. Patrick O'Donnell's life was 
ebbing fast away, and that the • los
ing year would probably see his soul 
^ ing its flight, a wave of symptiuiy 
passed over the entire community, 
and his devoted friends were plunged 
in grief. The rev. gentleman’s health 
had been failing for some years, but 
ho still continued to labor on in 
the Master’s service till death put a 
period to his career. It may p.-. 
truly said that he died in harness--
tho last of the noble Old Guard_
mort sur le champ d'honneur.

Ho breathed his last on January 
16th of the current year at hr. 
Jones' residence at Avondale, sur
rounded by friends for whom it was 
a labor of love to minister to his 
wants, both spiritual and tempo mi.

The subject of this short obituary 
notice, the Rev. Patrick O'Donnell. 
P.P., of Harbor Main, was born . f 
pious Catholic parents, on St. P.n- 
rick s Day, at Cahir, in the county 
Tipperary, Ireland, in the year 1987.

Rev. Mother Bernard of Witless Bay* 
Three nieces in Newfoundland also 
joined the religious life, besides a 
large number of relatives of both 
sexes in other countries.

Among the many virtues which 
adorned the priestly character of 
tho subject of this brief sketch, de- 
votion to the interests of others 
was most remarkable; he was the 
most unselfish of men; he never re-i 
garded his own interests; he was 
generous to a fault, the soul of hofr, 
Vitality, and the recording angel only 
can number his benefactions to the 
poor. It is not to bo wondered at* 
then, that, notwithstanding bis 
forty-two years in the ministry, he 
died penniless, his share of this 
world's goods was nil.

The obsequies were held at the 
parish church at Harbor Main, 
where a large cotivourso assembled* 
many of them from distant points a 
Right Rev. Monsignor Wâlsh, V.G., 
P.P., Brigus, was tho celebrant of 
the Mass; Rev. William Veitch, P.P.* 
Conception, deacon; and Rev. John 
March, C.C., Harbor Grace, sub
deacon. In tho sanctuary were a 
Von. Archdeacon C. H. O’Neill, of

The number in each school is not 
shown, and we have only general re
sults, of which we can only produce 
the average. The only true thing to 

said of the average Is that it does 
not properly represent any one ac
tual case. We cannot tell in how 
many of the schools there may be a 
quota above or below four-fifths, and 
the same observation may be made 
of the population limit of 5000. These 
are considerations that require care
ful study before they can be exhaus
tively discussed. I only mention 
them as considerations which it is 
necessary to take into account before 
we can realize the real importance, 
either of the percentage limit or tho 
population limit suggested. To my 
mind, and I say it at once, the per
centage limit appears to be too 
high. Again, as to

REV. PATRICK O'DONNELL.

THE EXCLUSION OF rural 
AREAS,

I see no reason for the exclusion of 
rural areas. There exists a provision 
for the necessity of establishing a 
convenient possibility of access to 
another school as an element for I ho 
application of the fourth clause, and 
that convenience is bound to be as
certained by tho local authority, if 
the convenience is not /available in 
the rural area it will) exclude «he 
rural area, just as it excludes the 
urban, but if it is available in lhe 
rural area, then I see no reason why 
the rural area èhould be specialty 
excluded from the operation of the 
clause. It seems ete indidious 
elusion, as well as useless. It seems

attempt to ' deaf ahaustiveto"with! THE OVERWHELMING CATHOLIC 

of the XI» mom»

WHAT IS THE DIFFICULTY

in saying that they shall agree ? 
(Irish cheers). "He xwU ■ take 
care," added Mr. Birrell, -‘that their

A RESTRAINT WITHOUT ANY 
REASON AT ALL

for it. L at- all events, see no rva 
son for it. Then I hold that there 

element of consid-

MAJORITYtopics onthis agreed the that
the t§cal the questionfor authority to it.

hie he went
outpointto

autho-
what

After a preparatory training in the 
local schools he was sent to the far- 
famed Trappist Monastery at Mount 
Melleray, in the County Waterford, 
where he acquired that exquisite 
taste for ancient classical literature 
for which he was so remarkable, and 
where his young heart was guided 
along the paths of piety by those 
good masters of the spiritual life. 
From Melleray ho graduated to St. 
Patrick's College, Carlow. He came 
to Newfoundland in 1861 anil en
tered St. Bonaventure’s College, 
where he completed his course, anil 
he was ordained by the Most Rev. 
John Thomas Mullock, O.S.F., in 
1863.

His first- appointment wns to tho 
parish of Harbor Main, which then 
included Holyrood and Conception, 
and in that parish he spent almost 
the whole forty-two years of his mis
sionary career. He wns assigned 
curate to tho Very Rev. Kyrttn 
Walsh, P.P., V.G.. and he continued 
in that capacity till the letter's 
death, Sept. 4th. 1868. when one 
of his own brothers. Very llev. Jere
miah O’Donnell, was appointed p.p. 
of Harbor Main. Father Pat., ns 
he was affectionately called, con
tinued curate frith Father Jeremiah 
until the letter's retirement from 
active duty In 1882. when, taking 
charge of half the parish, he re
moved to conception, whilst Rev. .1. 
V. Donnelly, the nresent respected 
Incumbent of Bay de Verde. took 
charge of the remaining half with a 
residence at Holyrood. When Father 
Jeremiah surrendered the parish in 
1884,he retired to Conception, where 
he resided with Father Pat. until hl« 
death in 1891. Father Pat was 
appointed P.P. of Harbor Main later 

tod so continued until the date 
of hi. lamented demise, January 
Ij9lh, 1906.

The O'Donnell family was remork- 
’ for the number and excellence of

.........« tto» to
Ion.

the Cathedral, St. John's; Revds„ 
J. McGrath, P.P.. Bell Isle; J. Mc- 
Dcrmot, C.C., St. John's; C. Mc
Carthy, C.C., Witless Bay; J. y, 
Donnelly, P.P., Bay de Verde; J, 
Murphy, P.P., Holyrood, and J.; 
Roe, P.P., HarborX^alm, Be. Mur
phy acted as Master of Ceremonies* 
After tho Communion Archdeacon 
O'Neill delivered an able discourse 
on the life and labors of the de
ceased. He was listened to with 
rript attention; tears wore shod and 
prayers wafted to the throne of 
mercy in response to the eloquent 
words of the preacher, as ho por
trayed tho noble qualities of him 
whoso sou! had "crossed tho bar.’’. 
The absolution followed, after which 
the coffin was lowered to its last 
resting place beneath the floor of 
the church, beside the remains of 
two predecessors, Revs. Kyran Walsh 
and .las. Browne, and all was over.

butThe world is round me now, 
sad and single

I stand amid the throng with whom 
I mingle;

Not one of all who can bo to me 
The bosom treasure . I have lost in 

thee.
—Mangan.

True, the Christian religion points 
to fairer regions, where blissful 
scenes await the faithful soul, where 
tears are dried and the miseries of 
life lost in the beatific vision. Yet, 
the aching void, the rooted sorrow 
too deep for utterance, remain a he
ritage of woe to the bereaved ones, 
"Not all the preaching since Adam 
can make deat,h other than death." 
When the gentle Jesus stood before 
the open tomb of his friend Lazarus, 
Ms tear-dimmed eyes bespoke the 

row ■ which • fi *“ His
Heart And wept
lime passage—God weeping
dead friend We sorrow,

departeddear
Gentile sorrow which
—we


