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Scolding the Farmer.

T'or several months the local press carried on
a campaign of crop boeming, vying with one
another in making exaggerated statements. When
the unfavorable weather set in and the majority
of the crop was still in stook, these same papers
opened fire on the farmer, scolding him for not
having his grain stacked. The farmer is lectured
and lectured, told how to stack and when to do
it : in many cases by seribes whose hearts failed
them when boys on the old farm. and who then
sought casier jobs. The trouble is, there is too
much wheat-growing ¢ men  are
tempted to sow more than they can reap. Under
a system of smaller farms, with more attention

booming of

given to coop rotation, live-stock raising.- ete.,
which—Would  necessitate  the employanent . of

JaBor  more evenly  throughout the year, crops
could be raised with less risk and the work got
throuch with more expeditiously. With the pres
et osystem ol large wheat farms, all the work
on wWhich coxcepit hapvesting) can be laodled with
very few anen, there is a chance of making big

cer money for the outlay than by any other kind

of Tarming. and the farmer, like nearly  cvery
class in the community, is anxious to anake
money and to make 1t oas easily and quickly as
possible, and with this obect in view s \\il]!u:_
to Take (he risk.

The  heavy  erop of this year  was cut and
stoolcd fnovery short order. Seldom §os such o
Crogy ndled so oquickly. Mo stack the crop
Wis, Wit s, o itnpossibi it Stook thresh
g sive i money when rhe weather con
ditlons o . i vl o e o what the
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borne in mind is that grain is safer in stook if
heavy rains come than in stack, unless the stack
is well built. To build a good stack that will be
rainproof requires some cxperience and consider-
able care, and skilled labor of that kind is al-
most impossible to get in these days. Of course,
there were some farmers who, after finishing cut-
ting, sat down to wait for the threshing ma-
chine, when they might have stacked a consider-
able portion of their crop before the weather
broke, and such deserve all the loss they will
sustain. 1\!051 of those that got caught, how-
ever, had all their forces on threshing oulfits,
making the most of every hour of daylight, and
don’t need any scolding from the newspaper
scribe. ’ '

Nature Study in Public Schools.

The Farmer's Advocate ' is indebted to

Prof. Jas. W. Robertson. Commissioner of Agri-
culture for Canada, for a copy of the report of
it conference  of teachers  held last summer at
Bilton Rugby, England, to con-
sider the question of nature study in clementary

Grange, near
schools, introduced by addresses by Messrs. T G.
Rooper, J. C. Medd, C. S. Roundell, and I'rof.
Robertson, describing what is being done in
Germany, Ilolland, Cheshire, and Canada. An
unimportant event, one might surmise in passing,
but a perusal of the report leads to a very differ-
ent conclusion. 1t has a  bearing of decided
moment both in relation to educational methods
and to agriculture itself, and the subject pre-
sented deserves the careful consideration of lead-
crs of thought in ecach of these departments.
Ten years ago the Inspector of Schools at
Siegberg “began to - interest the teachers of the
hundred under his charge in the
theory and practice of horticulture, and now has
a  school garden in connection with all his
schools, save in two towns where the land is too
expensive. taught science at
their training colleges, his first difliculty was with
the teachers ;

schools

Not having been

but this was in part overcome by
an arrangement whereby they attended the hor-
ticultural schools at Cologne and Bonn. To the
pupils the results have been most beneficial, and
fruit-growing, once at a very low ebb, but now
placed upon an intelligent basis, has Lbecome an
important industry. In all schools in
Prussia a garden and house are provided.for the

rural

head masters. The boys do not spend less time
cver their books than formerly, but they make
better use of their time. Turely memory work
has been curtailed, and, f(inding that the Loys
take greater interest in the home garden tlrough
what is taught them at school, the narents are
more friendly toward the school and co-operate
with the teachers. The agricultural societies on-
courage the school ,gardens by offering prizes for
the successful cultivation of fruit and flowers,
hut special care is taken that the school gardens
do not go into competition with private fruit-
crowers, the production being limited to what is
needed for instruction. School gardens were also
carried on and special instruction in horticulture
and agriculture given in connectiony with the
Ivening Continuation schools, at which the gen-
eral educational course is  connected with  the
practicab requirements of students in their daily
oceupations. At Oppeln o specialist in agricul-
ture visits each group of six villages, two hours’
instruction one evening per week heing given by
hinme in the village school. Tn addition to the in-
training ¢ livges,

them  at the

struction  of teachers  at the

short  courses  are  provided for
schools of agriculture and horticulture, expenses
heime paid oul of funds provided hy the Minister
of Mariculture and Education. At

Royval Pomological Institution exists to promote

Prossow o
and improve cardening inoall its  hranches, by

(o) dinstruction  conurses, (b)) enltivation ol  trees

and plants, and (¢) investigation and experiment.
The courses of instruction are (1) o two-nears
course for students @ (2) at least six 1aonths for
Quests o (3) for teachers in training colleees and
clementary schools ;0 (44 for foresters @ ' (5)  for

apprentices in the Proskaw School of forestry

(6 Tor o all interested in the diseasescof jlonts

and Trait trees o (7Y for gentlemen’s gardeners

and o= for oall interested in gardening and fruit-
.

crowinge (Irnd-owners, ote.). In the domain  of

cdueation, chairs and  professorships  are
bt hed ot the universities, and  ‘here  the

Lol ainge is devoted  to o rescarch. the re-

sult of which is spread through secondary and
intermediate schools, and through these Lo theo
continuation and elementary schools. ' (}Ie-\
l}mntary instruction is provided either by agri-
cultural societies or clubs (of which: there are
1,600 or 1,700 in Prussia), by private erter-
prise or by provincial public funds. :
In Cheshire, England, the county counci] ig
promoting the introduction of nature study com-
bined with the literary courses. At the l%:mbury
school, for example, a specialty is made of col-
lectinﬁg insects, during the last half year 50.000
pests having been brought in, including 1,400 0x
warble flies. The nature of these various insectgs
is taught, with a view chiefly to develop ' the
powers of observation—to train the hand and
eve. Wild flowers and weeds are used in the same
way. Now it has been found that the average
attendance at these schools is greater and the
children remain one year longer at school than
where the old, purely bookish systemn is followed,
and the children have a brighter,
gent look in  place of what Mr.
scribed as that *f
the bad system which he hoped was passing
away. In order to the preparation of teachers
for this class of work, the county council offer
scholarships to boys and girls to take them to

more intelli-
Roundell de-
bovine expression ”’ attending

the secondary school, a place of higher educa-
tion ; scholarships to pupil teachers, cnabling

them to secure special courses in technical and
higher subjects (science, art, and commercial) :
and a scholarship to head teachers to take them
to the county agricultural and horticultural
schools, of which large numbers are availing
themselves. The scholarships
travelling- -expenses.

cover fees  and
Phe- results-of-the svstem
have already proved excellent.

The most interesting feature of the system of
elementary education in Ilolland is the extent

and  perfection with which nature study
is  taught by means of object lessons in the
urban primary schools. The objects such as

plants and flowers are cither brought to the
school by the pupils or are secured out of the
experimental or demonstration plot in the school
yard. This teaching is not done with the idea of
taking the child out of town and making a tiller
of the soil out of him, but to arouse his interest
and develop his faculties of observation. It
sho\\@ how a practical people like the Dutch
place \a high value upon this feature of general
education. In all their teaclier-training schools
there is excellent theoretical and practical in-
struction in subjects bearing on horticulture and
agriculture. Mr. Medd said it was a wholly mis-
taken opinion to suppose that a different - train-
ing was nceded for urban and rural tcathers. No
greater mistake could be made than to differenti-
ate and create two distincet classes. In protest-
ing against the old idea, he thought it wise not
to rush to the other extreme and convert the
modern clementary teachers of general education
into an expert in some particular branch of it.
Prof. Robertson described the introduction of
manual training in elementary town schools in
Canada through the generosity of Sir Wm. C.
Macdonald, who provided enough money to bring
over 27 skilled manual-training instructors from
I'ngland, and others from elsewhere, and to pay
their salaries and the expense of maintenance and
cquipment  of the. schools for a term of three
Over 6,000 hoys from the public schools

and about 60O teachers will receive training for

Fears:

three vears, free of all expense to the public. 1le
had observed that even in yvoung, vigorous (an-
ada the elementary education was becoming too
bookish, and  hoped for improvement in the
rural schools hy the use of garden plots and in
other but to im-

part and nourish ideas to cultivate.the mental

v
wayvs, not {o train gardeners,

facultios, to develop inclination and ability, and
the capacity for getting the best out of life by
following the innate- desire of the youth to do
something. The subject is a vital one, deserving
the best thought of educationists in every Irov-
ince of Canada.

A Correction.

In the editorjal, ‘ Popularize the :
Institute,”’ appearing in our issue of Oct. Stin
the cost of the dairv division of the Deparvtnient
of Agriculture was made to read 8800, when 1t
should have read eight thousand ($8,600) dol-
lars. In reality, 8,500 was the appropriatioh
placed in the estimates last winter by the T.owi
lature,
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