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Reduced to percentages, the total exports of
domestic growth. and manufacture show an in-
crease of 150 per cent. in the period 1867-'06. The
exports to Great Britain in the same period ‘in-
creased 373 per cent., and those to the United States
increased 44 per cent. Taking exports of domestic,
agricultural and animal products, these formed 52
per cent. of the whole exports (domestic) in 1867,
and 45 per cent. in 1896.

The exports of animal and agricultural products
to Great Britain formed 20 per cent. of the total
exports of these products in 1867, and those to the
United States 66 per cent. In 1896 the exports of
these products to Great Britain formed 84 per cent.
of the exports of animal and agricultual products,
and those to the United States only 12 per cent.
There was nearly nine times the value exported to
Great Britain in 1896 that there was in 1867, and
the export to the United States in the same period
fell off to about two-fifths of the value of 1867.

Hon. Sydney Fisher, Canadian Minister of Agri-
culture, was recently elected a Vice-President of the
American Guernsey Cattle Breeders’ Association, at
the annual meeting held in Philadelphia; Governor
Morton, of New York State, being the other.

What more appropriate reading for the rural
school entertainment this winter than the touching
and hopeful poem by Mr. Robert Elliott ?
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which stands out in striking contra-
distinction to the spasmodic movements which at
times have attracted tosome countries a rush of
population miscellaneous, and not infrequently
very und in its character. Expectations are
now very generally entertained that Canada is
entering upon an era of icultural progress,
when tirongh her fertile eys and across her
fertile plains shall soon be heard : * The bread of
millions yet to be.” .

Mr. n, whose portrait we give, was
born on March 10th, 1861, the son of J. W. and
e Sifton. He was but a little over six
when the first Dominion Day was cele-
birthplace was in the County of Mid-
dlesex, near the &ty of London, in the heart of
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Western Ontario. He attended in succession the
Public school, the High School at London, and the
Bogs’ College at Dundas, Ont.. which was then
under the direction of Rev. Dr. Ryckman. During
this period he visited Great Britain, spending
several months there, and the opportunity was un-
doubtedly a profitable one to him. rom im-
ressions received during his visit, he entertained
or a time the idea of entering the East Indian
Civil Service, but other counsels fortunately pre-
vailed. In 1875 the family moved to Manitoba,
where he has ever since made his home, with
the exception of his college term, which began in
1876, when he entered Victoria University, Cobourg.
His career at Cobourg was a most successful one,
terminating in 1880, when he graduated as the
gold medalist of the year. Later in that same year
he entered the office of the Hon. S. C. Biggs, then
one of the foremost barristers of Western Canada,
and was called to the bar in 1882. Upon entering
the practice of his profession he removed to Bran-
don, Man., and rapidly rose to a foremost position
among the younger lawyers of Manitoba. During
this time he devoted himself exclusively to law,
and was not brought into contact with the adminis-
tration of public business, except as solicitor to the
City of Brandon and also to the Judicial District
Board. He did not go through the apprenticeship
of municipal and civic politics which falls to the
lot of most students of statecraft. However, it
seemed natural he should enter directly into
Provincial politics, for his father had been twice a
member of the Legislature and Speaker of the
Assembly. He entered the Legislature in 1888 as
the Liberal member for North Brandon. He de-
voted himself as earnestly to politics as he had to
study and to law, and in 1891, on the reconstruction
of the Greenway Ministry, was appointed Attorney-
General. It was admittedly an onerous position,
but he held it with credit to himself during these
particularly trying years between 1891 and 1896
Standing some six feet in height, he is a type of
physical manhood of which Canada may feel proud
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to have produced. Like his Irish ancestors, from
whom, doubtless,he inherits his fluency of sgeech <
of the

and ready repartee, Mr. Sifton is a member

Methodist Church, and has always taken an active .

part and interest in the affairs of the denomination.
He was married August 13th, 1888, to Miss Burrows,
daughter of Mr. H. T. Burrows, of Ottawa, and a
fruit of that union is a family of four boys.

A Successful [leeting of Joint Agricul-

tural Interests.

A public meeting was held in Guelph City Hall,
under the joint auspices of the various associations
and interests having to,do with the recent Fat
Stock Show. There were about 1,000 people present
to hear the speeches of the Dominion and Pro-
vincial Ministers of Agriculture and other notable
speakers.

The Hon. Mr. Dryden occupied the chair, and
expressed his pleasure at seeing such a represen-
tative meeting of stockmen, which indicated unity
gmd enthusiasm among them, which means much
in these rather depressed days of agriculture.

Mayor Lamprey’s address of welcome was indeed
hearty, as were also the replies made by President
Mills, Mr. John I. Hobson, and Mr. J. C Snell. :

The Hon. Mr. Fisher, Dominion Minister of
Agriculture, expressed much pleasure in meeting
such a 1 gathering of stockmen, in whom he
felt a deep interest. *They are the men,” said the
Minister, ‘‘ by whom Canada is so well and favor-
ably known throughout the world. The people of
the United States are forced to come here for the
best of their stock, and would buy more were it not
for the quarantine barriers.”

Mer. C. E. Thorne, Director of the Wooster, Ohio,
Agricultural Station, spoke on the ¢ Relative Cost
of Beef and Butter.” He referred to the ab
range of individuality in different animals, and the
variety of values of various feeding stuffs in differ-
ent localitiesas being in the way of definite con-
clusions. In ‘his experience he has found that
water in food stuffs has no more value than water
drawn from a spring or well. Their experiments
consequently were based upon the totaredl‘y sub-
stance in foods. The speaker, by the aid of charts,
indicated that the principal ‘feeding experiments
of American and Ontario Experiment Stations
showed that it takes about tenm pounds of dry
substance in the food to produce one pound of
increase in live weight, assuming that a well-
balanced ration containing considerable grain were
used. In feeding for milk, it has been found thabt
the average production of butter-fat from 100
pounds of dry substance was three and one-half
pounds, which is equal to about four pounds of
butter. With regard to the age of cows and the
period of lactation, it was found that cows over
eight years old year by year became less profit-
able, and that after 120 days after calving the f
fed gave a less profitable return.
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