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of manure. It is a very costly crop
to Clean, and an unm-l‘lum. crop to reap. No
doubt its grmvth is vnn(h»n‘n’o to cleaning land

1keepinp,f it clean, but In du‘\f; when labor is
an N seem sound policy to advocate

an(] plent.\'

it does not )
Smr“t:‘t}h] of a crop which entails a heavy labor
;erl(l, SCOTLLAND YT,
hill.

Barns and Their Builders
Editor “The Farmer's Advocate”

go much interesting and valuable information

Jhout the contents of barns appears i your
coumns that something about the barns and

those who build them might not be out of place.
Those WaO wish to study elaborate construction
can do so in the advertising and other columns

The earlier
When the pioneer
jeet by 40 feet and 16 fect high, he had
come most of his ditliculties, and hope shone on
his future prospects. The raising was an e.ent
in a bush wilderness, and his neighbors helped.
The most important men were the ‘‘corner men,”
the axemen, who fitted the logs at the corners.
Sometimes the logs were hewed and the corners
dove-tailed ; usually they were left round and the
ends “V’d.”” As the building increased in height,
so did the seli-importance and eagerness of the
“‘cornermen.”’’ The first to complete his corner
had the honor of naming the barn. The cere-
mony. was giving the barn a name, and throwing a
bottle from the first finished corner. This prac-
tice was also followed for some time at the
raising of framed harns. At the launching of a
ship a bottle is broken at the bow. It was not
considered a good omen fif the bottle was broken
at the christening of a building. This seldom
happened, as the contents were valuable and there
were eager hands below to prevent such accidents.
The men who put on the roof and laid the split
shingles had mechanical experience, bhut as their
work was done in quietness after the raising, they
did not receive the puilivity that the'r skill perhaps
deserved. Nobhody counted for much on these old
structures but the corner men. Iixcept for tneir
association with the worthy people who built and
used them, these old barns had little to commend

makesnifts need not be noticed.
required a log barn about 30
‘over

them. Storms drove hetween the logs ; ' rodents
made them a home ; constantly settlin: the doors
would seldom swing. It was said though, 'that

the contents never heated or mildewed, and that
lightning never struck them.

Settlers from the United States are credited
with having introduced frame barns into the
Niagara District more than 100 vears w<o.
of these are still standing, 36 fect by 48 feet with
a 16 foot post, a low-pitched double roof, 'sup
ported on each side by a purlin, in a few a single
plate at the ridge. was about the limit in Size.
There are more smaller. The floors, studding.
rafters, hraces, as well as the frame were finished
with the broadaxe. Why they should trouble to
stud these heavy, mm-l;l‘\th frames, and cover
with flimsy c'aphoarding does not seem clear.
The more so when nails were made by hand. A
bound of nails to 54 hushel of wheat, was once the
rule. They were invatfiably furnished with that
puzzle to modern framers, ‘t,h(\ heavy swingheam,
‘%fu?n trussed or bridged to another heam.
h:(:‘ffm::’ “\\Hh the l»luil, trumping out with
10013, he open cyvlinder, the grain was not
“‘“l‘aﬁll((!(] from the chaff, and was stored under
the S“"flﬂh(?ﬂm_ for a suitable wind, as there were
Egnf:n:fmﬁ] mil!.x Doubtless there were n!hm's, as

» ese vld barns were provided with base-
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Making due allowance for the
; trtinher, these old-time framers thoroughly
sndrstood their work, N
have

Most of thes: o.d barns
remodelled, but  there s generaliy
enoign ol the original structure left, to show the
daesign - and  workmansaip  of the first buiiders.
Fenons fit the mortice, and shoulders the hoxinr,
;\ I‘lh \ neatness  that is not excelled to-day.
Sesides  the hewing,  they knew the use of the

Square and chalaline, and taxing timber out of
wind.

been

Where this method of working timber was
tirst discovered is a Writers

used as a

matter of dispute.
on tie square state that it was first

calculating tonl  in Connecticut aloat 1350

ago. Previous to that the square was only us:d
to mark a right angle, as carpenters now use the
try square. If this is so, it is reasonable to
suppose that taking timber out of wind soon

tollowed. Millwrights claim they were tae first to
adopt this method, in the construction of frame
¢rist mills,  Barn framers, always prompt to see
a good thing, learned from them. On the other
hand, barn framers claim, that the slanting purlin
post, so common in barns but not in other struc-
tures, must have been the work of one of their
trade. No ordinary system of calculation or
even mensuration will give the length, say noth-
ing of the correct cut of this timber. The length
and cut must be ascertained by the square, and
by one who knows how to read it. However this
may be, one thing seems certain that no one can
lay out and properly frame even sawn timber,
without knowing how to take timber out of wind.

There is something peculiar about laying out
timber, especially barns. Many splendid workmen
never acquire it, or at best take years, though
possessing sufficient education. While others, who
can scarcely read the inch figures on the syuare
soon learn to lay out any building, neatly and
correctly.—It seems to be a gift.

While there was plenty timber to be hewed,
and especially after bank barns were introduced,
the framer was a man of power in the community,
and his opinion valued on many matters outside
his profession. He s:lected his patrons, where,
how, and when to build and chose for his assis-
tants the most active and itelligent young men in
the district. His word was more than law ; it
intelligence as well. Never an
ordinary mortal, at the raising he was
almost superhuman If the race'was bhetween
two townships, he developed an authority
that would serve a general of a division
of troops. This was needed, if all stories about
these old-time races are true. If they could only
build one, or at most two different styles, they
built them we'l, as their work shows, though
present-day framers look with envy on the timber
thev had. Besides knowing how to bhuild a
variety of styles, the modern framer has to know
how to enlarge, remodel, extend, etc Stables
are no longer mere rows of stalls. Whether of
wood, cement or iron, stabling must le bujlt
with a view to litter carriers, silos and water as
well as economizing space and lahor. The upper
must bLe jconstructed with an eye to
sheaf carriers or rack lifters,

was superior

structure
windmills, hayforks,
and many other things that were not dreamed of
a generation aco, such as gasoline, and electric
machinery All this frequently with nail perfor
ated junk, or brash, crooked, and twisted, new
matertial that their predecessors would not use for
firewood. Not having the authoritive influence of
his predecessor, the builder is frequ ntly imoosed
on. When masons make blunders, it is left to the
framer to straighten things out. When amateur
builders foundation walls all

cement get  the

Buffalo,
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doesn't matter, the iframer will fix it.
lle has to know other people’'s jobs us well as his
own. The man who said that the present-day
framer required the constitution of Samson, the
wisdom of Solomon, and the long suilering
ratience of Job knew what he was talsing ajout,
probably was one himseli. However, the framer
has risen to the occasion, though very few new
framers in the older districts at least, are of new
durable, and convenient
least, are of nNew

wrong 1t

matoerial,, h:|n<]snuu“,
harns 1n the older districts at
that would once bhe considered impossible. The
iramer who first enlarged a barn by the process
b rveg a Dlace with the
t slanting purlin
however,

rnown as Csplitling,’ e
one who laid out the fir
One good thing about barn work remai 8,
the Ontario houscwife lives up to a noble tradi-
tion, and s:ldom can the framer and his gang
complain of their accommodation when boarding

post.

out.
[.incoln Co., Ont. X. A Y.

Four Acts Affecting Agriculture.

During the fifth session, twelfth parliament of
(anada, just closed at Ottawa, no direct legisla-
tion affecting the Department of Agriculture has
been introduced by the Department, but four bills
more or less of an agricultural character have
been brought down.

An Act to amend the Bank Act. This per-
mits chartered banks to lend money for the pur-
chase of seed grain on certain security, the bank
acquiring first lien upon seed gralin and crop; no
loans must be made after 1st August, 1915.

An Act respecting Seed Grain, Fodder and
other Relief. This provides in Alberta and Sas-
katchewan for the purchase, saie and distribution
of seed grain, fodder and other relief during the
yvear 1915 to farmers and settlers in the drouth-
stricken area of 1914,

An Act to amead Canada Grain Act. This
provides for the application of Part 111 to all
water carriers, and gives power to the Board of
Grain Commissioners to apportion losses on
shortages hetween elevators and vessels.

An Act to amend the Adulteration Act. This
strengthens the position of pure maple products,
compelling all imitation or compound maple sugar
or syrup to be labeiled as such, it defines adulter-
ated sugar and syrup, and restricts the use of the
word maple to the pure products.

The live-Stock Branch of the Department of
Agriculture has recently put into effect an order.
in-council wherebhy the fmportation, manufacture,
sale or use of hog cholera serum or virus, except
by an Inspector acting under the special author-
itv of the Veterinary Director-General is pro-
hibited

Ontario Licence Board
Tise Ontaivie Provincial Board of Ticense Com-
missioners has be»n named to include the following:
Dingnran,

J.D. Flavelle, Lindsay, Chairman; W.S,
Stratford, Vicechitirman ; Frederick Dane, Tor-
onto: George 'T. Smith, Haileybury; John A.

\vearst, Toronto. The appointments take effect
Mav 5, and the new Act comes 'into force at once.
The Chairman gets a vearly stinend  of $6,500,
the Vicechairman, $6,000, and the other commis-
cioners $4,000 each. The Board will take over
the present License Branch, This Board will
have ahsolute control over the administration of
the laws and over the existence of every license
and is given power Ao cancel or

in the province,
deem expedient,

suspend any license as it may

and Other Leading Markets.
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