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Cow Testing and Herd Improvement
A Practical Farmer ReUte. How Cow Tertuij Enabled Him To Almoat Double the 

Production ol Hi» Cow» in Three Year» fl, £. a StocA Crenel»» Ce., Om

31t FARM AND DAIRY. u»r lit mi

made In the cattle buelneea which waa destined 
to bring Mr. Hallman both fame and prosperity. 
Hit father L-x; had good Durham cattle, but he 
eoon found a* he attempted to Improve them with 
Shorthorn blood that he got leas and lees milk 
from hie cowa. This waa a { 
cooperative cheese factory a. 
good market for the milk. A mong the Mends of 
the family wae a Swiss gentleman, who talked 
i..uch of the great cattle he had eeen and known. 
Illustrations of Holetelna had attracted the elder 
Hallman, and In IMS he decided to buy 
Holstein cattle. Accordingly, three pure bred 
females and two bulls were purchased from Oeo. 
E. Brown A Com pan*, Au'ora, III. Thus wae the 
herd started that has wielded a great Influence in 
the development of the black and white breed in 
Canada.

At the time they made their first Importation, 
Mr. Hal man and hie father did not know that 
there were any Holeteins in Canada. Later they 
heard that a few had been passed through the 
three months' quarantine by M. Cook * Bona, of 
A ill ta ville. Ont. Th h, long quarantine made im­
portation difficult and expensive In 1886, Mr. 
Drown imported Holstetne direct from Holland, 
bringing them through Canada. He fed at To­
ronto. The two Hallmans, father and eon, and a 
Mr. Hlgartener. went to Toronto 
to see them. The subject of our —• 
sketch had pluck enough to select 
eix better* three calves and three 

and one bull. These 
*oh for the calves eight 

■Id and 8340 for the heifers 
commg two. Of this lot, Mr. Hall­
man took three for himself and 
borrowed the money to pay for 
them The rest of the story le 
beet told In Mr. Halman’e own 

The First Disappointment.
"The first heifer to freshen waa

erioua matter, aa a
•w offered a fairly

WILL try to relate a little of my experience in 
herd improvement. In the early spring of 1813, 
Mr. Freeman Brown, Dairy Recorder for this 

county, wanted me to take up cow testing work. 
1 decided to keep herd, records and find out what 
they would do. 1 became quite interested In the 
work. I found that it paid to know what the in­
dividual cow would do, the quality of milk she 
gave as well ae the quantity. This could not be 
done without keeping a record of her work, so 
for the first year I weighed the milk three times 
a month and took samples for testing. But I 

- wasn't satisfied with weighing three times a 
month, so for 1914 sad 1816 I weighed twice 
daily. For 1918 the result was as follows :

Average for I cows 1,144
I «est cow, seed « yrs. . . 6,Ml 
Poorest cow. aged * yra 1.4T1 

for a herd of 7 cows:

I feeds were com italks, hay and straw. Mill f.-ed, 
were bran, shorts, cornmeal and oat chop.

Cleaning Up the Small Jobs
Joe. Irwin, Duffer-in Co., Ont.

W7® ®iave never bad much trouble In gening j' 
\Y the seeding done on schedule time Dun 

ing seed time everything goes like dock | 
work. The teem is in the field sharply at 
o’clock, one Item of work follows logically after j 
another, and everything and everybody le ape-ded J 
up, with the result that the spring eeedtm n». j 
Isbee sharply on time, with scarcely a bitch. «. 
cept when wet weather interfere*

Previous to l et year, however, we always had j 
difficulty Just after seeding. Just as eoon a.< the 1 
seed was in the ground things seemed to <ome j 
to a standstill. We tore around and worked u j 
ha.-d as during seeding, but seemed to get noth- j 
ing accomplished. Every Job stuck te our hands, j 

and we could not
-------- ------1 of It. There were so

OX'S.
Poorest cow

things to do besides getting the 
root and corn land ready that It 

led imposable to make I
program. Just as we got started 
at cleaning out the manure that j 
■■■■■ since spring
opened up. we would find a piece ] 
of fence that had to be attended i 
to| Immediately. When we ought 
to be planting the garden a trip tt 
town would demand our time All 
during the eprlng ruah the little j 
Jobe had been accumulating, hut j 
now they must be attended to. with 1 
the result that no end of time wu j 
lost in running from out thing to j 
another In sending time It usually 
surprised us at the end of each 
week to find how much we had 
done. Ae soon as seeding w„ j 
over, however, the surprise on each 
Saturday nigh* was to find bow j 
little had been accomplished dur- I 
log the week.

had accumulated

a beauty," said be. "She was ae 
nice a type of Holstein as I have

She waa a dqal pur­
pose type, splendid for milk end 
good for beef She died with h6r 
first calf. That wae my fiiet set­
back with the breed. I had paid 
8880 for her and kept her 
from fall to spring, and it wae 
borrowed money a* that. I decided, 
however, that the only way to re­
cover my loas waa to keep right 
on and get It where I had lost it 

"1 proposed *o Mr. HAgarL

____________ Leet «firing we adopted the new
plan with good résulta 'By it we 

Juki about doubled the nutriber of email Jobe we 
could get through within a week. We began > 
making a Hat of all the Jobs we could think of 
«bat had to be done within the next peek or so. 
Each night this list wee revised. The things that 
bad been done were struct off, and new Jobs pit 
on as they appeared. The thie*---that needed 
Attention moat were picked out so that they c ould 
be attended to the following day. Each day's

In 1814 the average value of milk was 860.63; 
feed cost, 838, and the average profit, 888.83.

that we go into
partnership I calculated that In thie way 
would share the loanee, aa naturally toeeer were After two years’ experience in the work and
foremost In my mind at that time. I forgot that finding even cows the earns age ffivtng from 8,006 

lbs. to 8,300 lbe. more of milk, and also from 
looking after the feed, finding 
ing to the
1914 and 1916 I kept feed records ae well), I 
found one boarder, and so decided to keep tke 
eig. beet cows and feed more liberally. The re­
sult for 1916 was ae follows;

such a partnership also Involved, necessarily, 
sharing the profile. In addttli 
father bad

cows reepood- 
e feed more than others (for inHolstetne,

neighbor. Mr. Wagler. I wee expected to do all
of the selling end correspondence. We made
additional Importations from Smith, Howell ft work was therefore carefully planned, and we
Lamb, of Syracuse, N.V. Finally, Mr. Hllgartener 
and I bad 60 bend of pure bred cattle. We had 
more*cattle than there was s 
been doing my own business I could have sold 
sN and done much better. As it was. we called 
a dissolution sale, at which go«l cattle sold as 
lew as |60 and 860, and I then started out for

took great pride In being able to say at night 
lhat everything had been accomplished that day 
according to schedule.

As e result of this plan, we did In two weeka 
what formerly took 
do. We therefore pot our rente and corn planted 
that nwch earlier and afi the «nail Jobs out tt 
the way,

Poorest cow ....................... *.!»« 111.4
The value of milk at 81-80 a cwt waa 8188.98, 

feed cost 878.16, and the profit 860 76. The In­
crease In production end profite was doe to weed­
ing ont and more care and better feeding, and 
wtHe I think It pays ts keep * good sire at the 
head of the herd, yet my work in 1116 wae with 
the same cows as In 1114, lsss one. I will be able 
to eay more about breed In ■ couple of years 
from now If I atay in the work. While the cost 
of producing luO lbe. of milk 
Httle high. I did it without ensilage, turnips or 
mangels. My 
and clover sewn at dlff

d for. Had I

dues or more weeks te

myself 'n the Holstein business. That sale waa tha* we had a good long summer 
left open for carrying on ohr general plu 

which we have under way, 
end which has occupied our spare time in 
«hiring «he past few year*

held Just 10 years after 1 etarted^on my farm." 
Success in the Shew King.

le was held Mr. Hallman 
bad started hie career in the show ring. In 1886 
he took half a doceo bead and w

of farm 1
Bran before this

to the Pro- 
He wen* with much We have reached the point where we eta 

scarcely advise a man to plant apple trees For 
yean and yean we have been boosting and boo* 
lag the apple business Our problem now Is aft

r^'oTo’xr" "

vlncial Exhibition in y have been afear and trembling, for, aa be explained to
not long ago. he “Just s green farm lad" feed was green peas, oats 

t hi terrain Winter(Continued on page 11.)
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•DOMINION HOLSTEIN BREEDERS’ ASSOCIATION.
Parklilll, March 20th, 1891*

A Special Meeting of the D. H. B. will take place at the Victoria Hotel, 
on March 81st at 12.80 o'clock p. m. The committee appointed a|Guelph.

Stratford, after fully Investigating, do not coneidef it to the beat Into ret of the 
Breeders to establish â II. B. in connection with the Agricultural and ArU Asso­
ciation, but are favorable for the Association to form their own boni book, which 
ean be done cheaper end mere satisfactory. Mr. D. E. Smith will accept the 
Secretaryship end push the work.

P. 8.—Those not aide to be present will please com 
the Secretary prior to Dm meeting.

By order of President.
P. STEWART, Secretary.

Twenty-five years ago last March the above notice wae sent odt te members 
of the Dominion Holstein Breeder* Mr. Heilman was then President The 
Holstein has made a lot'ef dairy history In Canada since this notice 

first sent out'


