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clearing off into the open water. Numerous build
ings were blown up by dynamite, to create a 
beyond which it was hoped the flames would 
reach, in most cases
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Large numbers of the destroyed buildings were 
splemhd structures, of which any city might be 
proud. The wholesale trade of Baltimore is de
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and gratification was felt

securities and valuables, had resisted the tire, so that 
htt e damage was done by it to the contents. A very 
embarrassing feature, however, is that twenty-two 
banks and trust companies, including twelve National 
Banks, were burnt out.

The following table, published by the New 
"Commercial Bulletin," shows the financial 
of the Baltimore fire insurance 
January t, igoa;
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Baltimore hitherto has had a 
surance record. In ,902 the total amount of risks 

wnt en in Maryland, of which Baltimore is ,tc 
chief city, was $273,598,054, the premiums, $2.65(1, 
?' • lhe loMM- $1.280,,66; the loss ratio being 

41.6 per cent. For thirty-one years the average was 
.53 5 Per cent. The ixrpulation of Baltimore, about 
520,000, is over one-half that of the whole State; and 
the vast bulk of the insurable property of Maryland 
is situated at Baltimore; it is evident, therefore, that 
the lire loss of the city has been quite moderate 
since 1872.
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From this it will be seen that some of the concerns 

named above must be bankrupted by the enormous 
loss, and that others will be so hard hit. that they 
must retire from business if their stockholders will 
not contribute funds to make up heavy impairments.

The following tables show the estimated loss of 
each of all the fire companies involved and the esti
mated loss of each of the companies operating in 
Canada :— . *
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