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The Bew ‘lt. 1s seldom that a ,(j"-\ Council has
City Commetl. "1 Placed in a position 1o assume the
rems of civic government under such
favourable auspices as that of this city, which com
menced its career in February of this vear. The rate
payers scem to have arisen to the respomsibilities of
their duties in connection with the recent clections,
and they will naturally expect some practical business
reforms in civie administration There are signs al
ready of a healthy movement in the rearrangement of
some of the committees,  We have, before this, ad
vocated, for instance, that the Health (. mmittee
should be entirely separate from the scavenging or any
other department,  The purchase of supplies by al-
dermen should not for & moment be countenanced.
he placing of the Squares of the city under the same
department with the parks scems to be a move in the
right direction.  Civic affairs ought 1o be conducted
on ordinary business principles.  We do not advocate
changes being made in a hasty manner for the sake
of appearing to do something, but, inany re arrange
ments which may take place, due e msideration shoul
be given to all the cireumstances in connection there-
with before they are adopted,
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Cuban Fire ' 'M'¢ Would hardly expect a fireman do-
Fighters. 'M& duty in 4 tropical region to display
Kreat activity,  Yet the ( il Governor

of Havana reports that, owing to the great rivalry ex
ISUng between the two fire brigades of that city, the
firemen have occasionally quarrelled and fought at
fires for advantageous positions from which to extin
Rush  the  flames Perhaps, i Governor Nunez
would permit these enthusiastic fire fighters to give
a public exhibition of their prowess by playing the
hose upon one another, cach brigade by a cold cascade
could quench this rivalry which is said to be becoming
dangerous to the men themselves as well as o pro-
perty. At present, while the former fight, the latter

burns,
—————— .

Ihe tendency of the tmes in trade
Capital and | ) trde '”"!

- "op g . gidm
Companies. “"NCTCC 18 toward the creation  of

compames, That the mdividual merchant
or shop keeper will be able Lo transact any

large pant
of the world's business when brought in competition
with these powerfu) mdustrial corperations s hardly

likely, and the growth of this belief m Great Britain is
shown by the large number of new English companics
registered during the past vear \Ithough smaller
than in 1808, the total amount of capital thus invested
las only heen exceeded three times.  The number of
English ¢ 'mpanies registered last vear Was 4,529, with
a capital of $1,173 127170, as against 4053 1 18R,
with a capital of $; 204,277,520, The following fig
ures relate o the shipping industry: In I8OR the cap
tal of such was $51.301,510, while last year it was
$62,108 325,
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The recent action, brought b g,
:”Pl“:::.-un. holder of a reserved seat agaiist the
lessee of a Montreal theatre, 1 g,
cover damages because  of ability, owing 1., the
crowded state of the aisles, to reach said seat, . not
attracted much attention, although it is one of oreat
mrerest to citizens generally, and life assurance om
panies in particular. The danger of permitting
crowding of aisles and blocking of entrances of Places
ol public amusements must be manifest to every hod,
In case of panic or fire, the disastrous CONsequence,
ot this prevention of free egress are fearful to ooy
template, and, if there is no city ordinance to prohibi
such a condition of things as led up to the suit in e
tion, there ought to be. Discussion of the 1ses
leading to the dangerous over-crowding of th.aires
and street-cars are of little use. For the sake of
public health and safety, a strenuous effort to prevent
both should be made.
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Itis to be hoped that the bright voung
A,:’::::“(.';m:uliuns now _mrr_\ing llll.hl\(\ in

South Africa will not permit martial
ardor to altogether smother the commercial instinets
which so many of them undoubtedly possess.  The
close of the present war ought to present some golden
opportunities for the devek pment  of  business, and
there would seem to be no good reason why even this
far away field should not be made a market for (ang.
dian goods.  Where we are sending men, we can «cn(
merchandise.  Let us then hope that when nct .
gaged in making good British subjects of rebellious
Boers, our boys will occupy themselves in spying ou
this land of promise with a view to future expansion
of business with the principal ports of South Africa,
Our neighbours have a profitable annual trade with
the Transvaal, and it is quite possible for our smart
and active representatives, after they have beaten the
Boers, to sell the vanquished a “bill of goods,”
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The magnificent harbour of Halifax is

n::::' the pleasant summer anchorage of the
North American squadron, and the n.

teresting old city is the home at all seasons of the vear,
of Imperial troops.  Of Jate years, a regiment of in-
fantry, a battery of artillery and a detachment of on
Kneers has constituted the regular garrison of the
capital of Nova Scotia,  [In addition thereto, the ciy
has three particularly smart militia regiments, Yo,
used as the citizens are to the presence of sl
diers and sailors, and accustomed as they are to wit
nessing the arrival and departure of troopships, the
mamtenance and embarcation of a large force of Can-
adian cavalry and artillery has made the city the scen
of much excitement. 1t has also given consideralle
stimulus to business at a season of the year when trade
is not expected to be brisk, and the merchants of this
Canadian winter port are rejoicing in an expenditure
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