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ÿ playing with the work of God. They haw not 
2 disciplined themselves to do hard thing*. 

They need much to learn I‘aid's injunction 
- to Timothy : “ Thou, therefore, endure hard- 

as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.

• O0QOO0OOOO0OOOOOOO0ODOOC83O starting right 
in our Lord 
sulisei|Ueiit effort, fidlow not your own ii 
nations, hut know and obey the will . f 
Christ.

H. Kudu re—that is a great word. It 
through hard things. This u< 

wo would accomplish much for 
hat makes il seem harder is. that 

we must endure as seeing him who is in
visible. liut my grace is sufficient.

!•. Those who believe in Christ and do lit 
will have certain reward. And reward is 
not merely a prize, but a necessary result of 
the good life. To have the full reward wv 
must keep the rules of the arena—self-con
trol, self-sacrifice, effort.

POINTS FOR THE I'KESIHENT.

repentance toward God, fan 
Jesus Christ. Then, in ,.iici!1

33cbotion.il .Serbia.
ikin’t uet tangled.

The soldier is wholly devoted to his pro
fession, and his term of service is spent 
either in actual warfare, or in préparaii 
for it. lie abandons all other occupations : 
they would interfere with his efficiency and 
with his prospects of promotion. He has 
one object in view to become a successful 
soldier, loyal to his sovereign, faithful to his 

Mmi, Hspt.il. Thfdlwiplti l.uker.: 141 commander, obedient to his order*, vic-
Tin*, s.-ji» i'j. Tin- »i>-k "i iin- |.ai»\. Mi.it. ii i s torious in the conflict. What would prevent
E: 5» :t t£ SSA.. . 42T : ; 5 «■-,.  ... i**"--'. ,hi" •¥*«In . s.-|.t. if.. Timniali'twior l.nks -.ri : :in 13 ambition, is cast aside. So the ( hnstian
8»i.. Sent. in. Theconfldem-e we have In him soldier, if he is to render good service, must

1 .......  1311 iv.t I......nunilal in worldly iiffiir». Noti.-u,
Military service, says Plummer, was fain- not rutomjUd- not that he can ignore them

iliar to Paul, osjiecially in his imprisonment. or neglect them, for, in their place, they are
lie frequently saw soldiers under drill, on important and should lie earnestly and sue-

tln inarch; must have ceeafully prosecuted but he must guard
them cleaning, mending, and sharp- against these secular matters interfering

cuing their weapons ; putting their armour with the obedience he owes his heavenly
on, and putting it off. During his hours of Commander. The young Christian may
enforced leisure, Paul no doubt com|wired entangle himself by a worldly spirit, or by
these details with the details of the Christian evil associations, or by any business or plea-
life. Military service involved self sacrifice, sure that prevents him from displaying the
endurance, discipline, vigilance, obedience, spirit of Christ, and from proving faithful to
co-o|iemtion, sympathy, enthusiasm, loyalty. his whole duty. The fact is, young people,
And service for Christ requires the same you have your i/ciicm/, and your *pteM reli-
qualities. Military service implies vigilant, gimis duty. Your ijeurrnl religious duty is
unwearying, and organized opposition to a to apply Christian principles in all
vigilant, unwearying, and organized foe. It secular occultation*. Your xpmuf
is either nernetual warfare or ncrnetuul lire- «lut v is to lie faithful to Christ and the

your attendance upon the means 
the divinely appointed 

growth in moral and ap 
TUB BOUlJBH'l llt’TV. !I!"IK"' ",“l tlu! VhUlllli.hlllBIlt ,

..■"!t... . ...'v‘....... * ïarïÆ:!zi:z" T ri-T w“ ..r v.mr Jvligi.... in all ylmr rula,i„,„ with
1 I....I !.. unlen. whale,™ llm re«„li y„ur lell„w.T„en ; an,I anything that nm-
waa. ->..<! III,. ..Iwdlenpn l,l,|,l,«l «Mm y„„ train attending to thin g, n. r.,1 and

this spfi'i'il religious duty will ndnmjlr you, 
at all hazards be given up.

EFFORT ANH VICTORY.
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SEPT. 17. “ UNHESITATING CONFI
DENCE IN CHRIST ”

i going
do if i

means

God.
Hi!

Home Readings.

Keep the three prominent |Kiints of the 
topic before the meeting : confidence in 
Christ ; obedience I« Christ 
Christ. There is 
scripture 
spirit. If

; endurance/in 
a military ring in the topic 
hymns appropriate to this 

have a military member in
select

parade.
watched your league ask him to give a few minutes’ 

talk on the discipline of the army, and by it 
illustrate the topic.

SEPT. 24.-“ GIDEON’S BAND.”
Judgn ? I -IS.

Home Reaiuno*.

.ïMStVliK
Murk :i : 14-10 ; 

John lb: III

a to apply 
It secular oc 

duty is t 
Church in 
of grace,

religious w".::
perpetual warfare or perpetual pi 
for it. And just such is the Chrparut inn lor it. And just such is the Chris

tian life ; it is either a conflict or a prépara- 
i I' M for

WTmlnovvvr IImeans for 
■iritual One of the most interesting and suggestive 

of all hi hie narratives is this one of Gideon 
and his band of brave men. In it we find 
the sovereignty of God, and the resj 
hility of man the wisdom of the divine, and 
the courage of the human. The lessons are 
clearly taught that, in the advancement of 
divine truth, it is “ not by might, nor by- 
power, but by my Spirit," and that God can
not work without the co-operation of human 
instrumentality. When we learn these two 
great principles, young people, and apply 
them in our faith and practice, we are in 
|Missession of two principal fact 
working out of character, and 
bailment of the kingdom of God on earth

E

in the drill sergeant, 
tary career the qualit 
still more imperative, 
commanding officer h 
more lixed. And the soldier on 
battle knows that will 
deuce in the comman 
obedience to orders, the: 
victory. It is often very I 
to render obedience on duty I 
no confidence in the judgment 
officer. Rut this luck of confidence 
excuse him from doing what lie is told to 
do. The soldier is simply to obey 

“ Theirs not to make reply,
Their* not to reason why.
Theirs lint to do, and die. ’

The Christian must learn obedience. Hav-

1-atcr on in my 
y of obedience Ik

mili- 
lecame 

and confidence in the
and must

lecanie correspondingly 
tile Held of

lout unqualified confi- Conquest is gai
der, and unhesitating passes from a military to an athletic figure 

"f of speech when he says, “ A man also strives 
for masteries." The athletes are set apait 
for strict discipline so that they may build 
up their strength. They are kept 
luxury, from dainty meats, from Ii 
drinks; they are driven, torment 
tressed. The harder their labors in training 
the greater their hopes of victory. So, 

dy virtue, and steadfast moral endi 
are obtained by stern discipline.

ut do as you ought. Bring all 
under the control of the voice 

If necessary lived the poets rule :

Whatever get we must fight for it. 
ned only by effort. I’aul

ïii’iiî™re is little hope < 
hard for the soldi»Zbecause lie 

of his superior 
does not

THE FACTS OK THE CASE.
Observe some of the events leading up to 

the scene of our topic scripture. There is 
the oft-repeated story of the unfaithfulness 
of Israel. The children of Israel did that 
which was evil in the sight of the L>rd : 
and the Lord delivered them into the hand 
of Midian seven years." Indulgence in sin- 
coming under the power of sin—suffering 
the consequences of sin ! It is ever thus— 
sin, captivity, suffering.

Then Israel prayed unto the Lord, and 
with the prayer, promises of repentance, 
faith and obedience ; and the Lord heard 
and answered. Deliverance came. This, 
too, is a common exjierience with the jieople 
of God—distress, devotion, deliverance. In 
response tothejirayer of the people, 
was chosen. The one selected

w ii personage, conspicuous fo 
mu and bravery, but a new man who, 

people thought, bad little qualification for 
the ini|Hirtaiit task. He was busy at his 
ap|*>intcd duty for the day when the sum
mons came, threshing wheat for his father. 
The path of duty was the path of promotion. 
And this man Gideon became commander-in- 
chief of the forces which were to put 
to Might and assert once more “ the Lord 
has set his throne in the heavens, and his 
kingdom ruleth over all.”

luscious 
ed, dis-

Don't dii
as you feel, h

nig supreme and well-grounded confidence your powers 
in hi* commander, lie follows his orders, of duty.
His superior officer can make no mistakes,
and the result of loyalty must be final and “Scorn delight* and live laborious days."
complete victory. and by so doing you will have the delights 

which do not pass away with the moment, 
but which abide as part of the enrich 
of the soul.

BY WAY OF I LI. I "STRATH) N.
It is said that the grandfather of the pres

ent Kmperor W illiam II, of Germany, was 
accustomed to sleep on the hardest bei 
could obtain, and that be wished all of Ihh 
relations to become accustomed to the hard
est kind of discipline n order that they 
might lie qualified to liecomc real leaders of
their nation. How much more is such hard- J. Confidence in Christ begets inspi 
ness denial) .ed of the Christian soldiers ! in toil, and faithfulness in the diseha 
His work is of such a character that to lie duty.
weak and cowardly in the midst of hard 4. The highest prizes in religion are not

secured w ithout self-denying effort.
6. The true Christian is identified with

I hr SIDE-LIGHTS.
1. Religion is adapted to all conditions of , a leader 

was not a 
r hislife. well-k no2. Obedience is the jiathway of safety and 

success.
i rat ion

surroundings men to fail. One of the 
things needed for the young jieople of
Methodism is discipline. ‘ ....... any shirk the interests of his fellow-men. He is not
their duty ; so many are seeking for the easy a recluse. He seeks the open field to dis- 
things to do ; so few are bringing themselves play his prowess.

subjection to the will of Christ ; too ti. Pickets are sent to the outskirts 
many are soldiers on |iaradc days at con- camp to give signal of the earliest beginning
ventmns and anniversaries, at sm-ial gather- of the attack. So the Christian to avoid

iraiona and are absent from entanglement must be watchful against first 
the important detail work of dangers.

Christ s army is to be done. Such are only 7. Strive

Mi'li ,,,

THE SIFTING I‘RO('F:sS.
g the army that 

y two tests were made, 
ii rage, and thé test of readiness.

1. Tin tint nf counuje.—There were 32,000

In select in 
great victor

was to win this 
the testings and 

roll mill
lawfully ! How ! First, by

S5?; -:;n


