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Devotional Service,

 CHORORCH OROHOHO OROTHCRCRORORE ©
By Rev. T. J. Parr, M.A,
SEPT. 17.—*UNHESITATING CONFI-
DENCE IN CHRIST.”

Tim. 211

Home Reanives

Mon , Sept. 11 The disciples Luke 6: 14
Tues., Sept. 12 The sick of the palsy Matt. 9° 18
Wed,, Sept, 148, The withere and Luke 6 600
Thu,, sept. 14, The centurion Matt. 8: 614
Fri.," Sept. 16, The malefact 3: 8948

The contidence we have in him
1idohn 6 : 1321

Sat., Sept. 1.

Military serviee, says Plummer, was fam
iliar to Paul, especially in his imprisonment
He fraquently saw soldiers under drill, on
parade, on guard, on the march ; must have
watched them cleaning, mending, and sk
ening their weapons ; putting their arm
on, and putting it off.  During his h.,uru.f
enforced leisure, Paul no doubt compared
these details with the details of the Christian
life.  Military service involved self sacrifi
endurance, discipline, vigilance, obedien
cosoperation, sympathy, enthusiasm, loy

'\v
And service for Christ requires the same

qualities.  Military serviee implies vigilant,
unwearying, and organized opposition to a
vigilant, unwearying, and organized
is either perpetual warfare or perpetual
paration forit.  And just such is the Chris-
tinn life ; it is either a contlict or a prej
tion for one.

THE SOLDIER'S 1UTY.

One of the first things I had to leam in
my military drill as a reernit was obedience,
I had to obey orders whatever
waw,  And this obedience implied cor
in the drill sergea Later on in my mili-
tary career the n||ml|l) of obedience hecame
still more imperative, and confidence in the
commanding officer hocame correspondingly
ix And the soldier on the field of
Imllh- knows that without unqualitied conti-
dence in the commander, and unhesitating
obedience to orders, there is little hope of
It is often very hard for the soldier
obedience on duty because he has
lence in the jud of his superior
of confidence does not
excuse him from doing what he is told to
do. The soldier is simply to obe:

* Theirs not to make reply,

1 obedience.  Hav-
eme and well- grounded confidenee
he follows his orders,
can make no nm.ml.v

ty must be final and

complete vietory,

BY WAY OF ILLUSTRATION,

ent

bmperar William 11, of G "
accustomed to sleep on the hardest bed he
could obtain, and that he wished all of his
relations to become acenstomed to the hard-
est kind of discipline n order that they
wight be qualified to become real leaders of
their nation.  How much more is such hard-
ness deman led of the Christian soldiers !
His work is of sucha character that to be
weak and cowardly in the midst of hard
surroundings means to fail.  One of the
things needed for the young people of
Methodism is discipline, © 8o wany shirk
their duty ; &0 many are secking for the ensy
things to do ; 8o few are bringing themselves
into subjection to the will of Christ ; too
many are soldiers on parade days —at con-
ventions and anniversaries, at social gather-
ings and excursions—and are absent from

roll call when the important detail work of
Christ's army is to be done.

Such are only
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playing with the work of God. They have not
disciplined themselves to do hard things,
They need much to learn Paul's injunction
Timothy : ** Thou, therefore, endure hard-
ness ns a good soldier of Jesus Christ.

DON'T GET
The soldier is wholly de
fossi and his term «
either in actunl warfar ' i preparation
for it. He abandons all other occupations ;
they would interfere with his efficiency and
with his prospects of promotic e has
ane object in view—to become a successful
soldier, loyal to his sovereign, faithful to his
commander, obedient to his orders, vie-
torious in the conflict,  What would prevent
the accomplishment of this, his highest
ambition, is cast aside. So the Christian
soldier, if he is to render good service, must
not be entangled in worldly affairs.  Notice,
not entangled—not that he can ignore them
or negleet them, for, in their place, they are
important and should he earnestly and su
cessfully prosecuted —but he must
inst these secular matters inter
with the obedience he owes his heav
Command, The young Christian
entangle himself by a worldly spirit,
evil associations, or by any business or plea-
sure that prevents him from displaying the
spirit of Christ, and from proving faithful to
his whole duty.  The fact is, young
you have your geweral, and your special reli-
gious duty.  Your yeneral lv]u,,mm duty is
to apply Christian principles in all your
secular occupations,  Your special religious
duty is to be faithful to Christ and the
Chureh in your attendance upon the mes
of grace, the divinely appointed means for
your own growth in moral and spiritual
things, and for the establishment of the
m of God on earth ; and in the

TANGLED,
1 to his pro-
service is spent

wuand

of your religion in all your relations with
your fellow-men ; and nll_\lthL that pre-
vents you from attending to this general and
this special veligious duty will entangle you,
and must at all hazards be given up,

EFFORT

Whatever we get we must fight for it,
Conquest is gained only by effort., il
passes from w wilitary to an athletic figur
of speech when he says, ** A man also strives
for mnsteries.”  The athletes are set apart
for strict discipline so that they may build

ANDY VICTORY,

up their strength. They are kept from
luxury, from dainty meats, from luse
drinks ; they are driven, tormented,

tressed.  The havder their labors in training
the greater their hopes of victory., 8o,
nnml) virtue, and steadfast moral endurance
ined by stern discipline, Don't do
as you feel, but do as mght.  Bring all
your powers under the control of the voice
of duty. If necessary heed the poets rule

Scorn delights and live laborious days,”

and by so doing you will have the delights
which do not pass away with the moment,
but which nlm{

of the soul.

SIDE

Confidence in Christ begets inspiration
in toil, and faithfulness in the discharge of
duty.

4. The highest prizes in religion are not
secured without self-denyi
b, The true Christian is i
the interests of his fellow-men. He is not
avecluse.  He seeks the open field to dis-
play his prowess,

6. Pickets are sent to the outskirts of the
eamp to give signal of the earliest beginnin,
of the attack. So the Christian to av 1
entanglement must be watchful against first

angers,

7. Strive lawfully !  How !

y effort.

itified with

First, by
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starting right —repentance toward God, fait
in our Lord Jesus Christ.  Then, in
subsequent effort, follow not your own inel

nations, hut know and obey the will
Christ.
8. Endure —that is a4 great |

word,
means going through hard things.  This w.
must do if we would accomplish much o
God. What makes iv seem harder is, tha
we must endure as seeing him who is in
visible.  But my grace is sufficient.

Those who believe in Christ and do |
will have certain reward. And reward is
not merely a prize, but a necessary result of
the good life. To have the full reward we
must keep the rules of the arena—self-con
trol, self-sacrifice, effort.

POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT.
Keep the three prominent points of the

topic e fur-- the n mnlixlunw in
Christ ; o Christ ; Ji
Christ.  There is a uu]mu) ring in the topi

seripture —seleet hymns appropriate to this
spi If you have a military member in
your league ask him to give a few minutes
talk on the discipline of the army, and by it
illustrate the topic.

“GIDEON’S BAND,”

Judgen 7 123,

Hove Reapinas.

SEPT, 24,—

Sept. 18

Christ's Bund

Working in God's way
Not by might nor power
Whatsoever He saith, do

||1

One of the most interesting and suggestive
of all bible narratives is this one of Gideon
and his band of brave men.  In it we find
the sovervignty of God, and the responsi
bhility of man-—the wisdom of the «li\'lnv, and
the cournge of the human,  The lessons are
el ¢ taught that, in the advancement
divine truth, it is **not by might, nor
power, but by my Spirit,” and that God ca
not work without the co-operation of human
When we learn these two
young people, and apply
them i our faith and practice, we are in
possession of two principal factors in the

vking out of character, and in the estab-
lishment of the kingdom of God on earth

THE FACTS OF THE CASE,

Observe some of the events leading up to
the scene of our topic seripture,  There is
the oft-repeated story of the unfaithfulness
of Isracl. The children of Tsrael did th
which was evil in the sight of the Lord
and the Loxd delivered them into the ha
of Midian seven years,” Indulgence in sin-
coming under the Iil)l\l‘r of sin—suffe
the consequences of sin !
sin, captivity, suffering

Then Isracl prn)wl ‘unto the Lord, and
with the prayer, promises of repentance,
faith and obedience ; and the Lord heard
and answered.  Deliverance came.  This,
umon experience with the people
of God—distress, devotion, deliverance. In
sponse to the prayer of the people, a leader
was chosen.  The one selected was not a
wn personage, conspicuous for his
W lnm and bravery, but a new man who,
people thought, had little qualification for
the important task. He was busy at his
appointed duty for the day when the sum-
mons came, threshing wheat for his father.
The path of duty was the path of promotion.
And this man Gideon became commander-in-
chief of the forces which were to put Midian
to tlight and assert once more *‘the Lord
has set his throne in the heavens, and his
kingdom ruleth over all.”

THE SIFTING PROCESS,

In selecting the army that was to win this
great victory two tests were made, the test
of courage, and the test of readiness.

1. The test of conrage.—There were 32,000

K
It is ever thus—




