4 THE DOMINION PRESBYTERJAN

SPECIAL
ARTICLES

Our Contributors

BOOK
REVIEWS

UNTEMPERED MORTAR.

Say unto them which daub it with
me untempered mortar, that it ehal
fall.—FEzekiel, 1311, 3

Ezekiel is the prophet of the exile.
He has alwaye struck me ae an eccen
rie eort of man., He finde feat
for his arrowe of truth in the wings of
strange birds. His sayings are often
quaint. He gathers {llustratione where
no one but himeelf would think of
looking for them, homely perhaps, but
a® happy se homely. You feel, how
ever, he is a teacher of truth, a man
of God, and in his lips a meseage.
And eo we go to him today for in
spiration in our union service,

Here iz a man rtar fa
he takes von to him tfo teach you. You
wateh the process, He selects different
pgrediente—lime. clay, eand, and other
thinge They are in a dust-heap be
fore him. He pours wa‘er on the hn-n'_».
Then he mixes it all up torether
s important to have the ingredients in
proper proportions. { et so much lime,
clav, sand But it i3 «till more im
nevt ne 4} roughly mixed

mixing

y ¢ thav be t)
80 he keeps working the marter over
and over till it has the coneistency
that satisfiee him. Some mortar-mak
ers get throngh with their mixine in
quick style  O'here, however, keen mix
ing away, an dworking it cver and over
long after it looks as if it ie as
much mixed as it ean he. But the
mortarman knows what he ds doine.

As the prophet pute it here, there ie

temper in mortar fust as in men, and
nunless yon can get it worked into the
proper temper, its different incredionts
will not ooalesce, either amone them
eelves. or with other things ond <o it
will be no good. There will he nn
strength in it. Untempered mortar—
that i what Pzekiel calls #, and he
sannot find worde strone enough to
denounce the atuff. He would not eleen
for a single n'zht in a honee hrilt with
untemnered mortar. He wonld not he
a oitizen of the city whose walls and
towers were daubed with wuntempered
mortar., Yom see him going to the
buflders who are buflding with trashy
mortar, chean cement, and how he de
nonnces them in the name of the
Tord. *“S8sv mmto them,” and he savs
“—*“8ay mnto them that danb it wi'*
untempered mortar, that it shall fall.”

The other day T was taken to see a
tower. A tower is a thing of strength
and beanty. Rvery city fe proud of its
towers,
Bnut this tower lay all eprawlad ont in
a heap. There had been no earthquake.
There had been no oyelone. Tt had
fallen under ite own weight. Now, it
will not do for me to say, for T know
nothing about mortar or masonry, bnt
the quaint old prophet wou'd say:
“Untempered mortar! Bad ecement!
S8av wunto them that danbh it with wn
tempered mortar, that it shall fall *

A clever Japanese writer has heen
Interviewing the ruins of the oity of
“The Golden Gate” and gives it forth
as his honest convietion. that the ter.
rible oatastrophe owes iteelf, not eo
~mech to the earthquake, as to the gqnal-
ity of the mortar uead in the constrne.
tion.  Perhaps he never heard of Bzek.
fel. but here is what the prophet wrote
in the days when they knew how to
mix mortar as they do not today: “Bay
anto them that danb it with untemper.

Tt seams to lean on ite towers, .

the building i t d fally
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the public that make themselves be-
lieve they can have firet olass work
without paying the price, Bay unto
builders of every name and ¢! ase—home-
builders, oity-bulldem, nation-builders,
church-builders, oharoter builders—to
beware of the untempered mortar evi.
Say unto the penple who live In a city
built of fraud, oheap and trashy cement,

thiaf' their oity shall fall and bury
them in its rulne, and thev are fools
who are eaying: "“Peace and eafoty!”
where neace snd eafety are Impossible,
Repeoially suy unto the teachers of
false dootrine, glossing things over
that are ecandalons with «mooth and

flattering wordes, bullding “p for sounls
a refuge of liew, that their danbing
with untempered martar will come to
naught, and all who trust 'n their v
ing words  will perleh  with them.
Heaven here glves due warning by lips
that are inspired, that If there i« a
arash some day, it will not he held re
enoneible for the Waod of thosa who
perish.  Thelr blood w'll be upon their
own heade: “S8av unto them that dsnh
Rt with nntemperad mortar, that it
shall fall,"
Home Bullders

Of all that {s halne built on earth,
home stands firet,  Pit it bofore the
church even. You muet have the home
before vou ean have the church. Yor
must have the home before you can
have soolety, You must have the home.
the family, hefore you oan have the n»
thon, The first thing 10 bufld, smd the
hest thing to bufld, e the home, nnd
vou are fo mee 1o It that 1t fe wall
buflt, Daubing it walls and  rooms
with untempered morar, onving only
for the ook of thinge—that fa not the
wav ta bufld a trne home,

Fxcent the Tord buflt the house,

Thev Tabor in valn that buf'a it

Tt takes two to bulld & home—one
man. one woman, Tt wae thus the
firet home was hidlt,  How heantiful
to see those first two, with God as thelr
architeot, bullding the first home, and
thus laying the foundations of nociety,
chureh and state, and all that the
world has grown to #nce, and fe to
grow to an the ages nnwind themselves.

Now, how to cement the two to
Rether. mo that the two hecome one—
that is the home-bullding  problem,
And that is whore the misston of the
mortar comea into place, Rometimes
the two are o different. They can
hardly be more #0. One s rough,
the other smooth: ane atrong, the
other weak; one fearing nothing, the
other fearing everything.  HWow then
oan these two ba bullt Into one and
the same home.wallt  And it all de.
pends on the quality of the mortar,
There fs & morar that oemente to.
rether in o molid wall the most dis
similar building material, and nothing
<an pull it down, The storma of lfe
break upon 1,  Waods ponr themselvea
wround . The earthquake puts his
mighty shoulder to 1, and shakes it
tard, The tooth of time weare and
tears,  But there the home wall stande
unehaken, Ah! nome of the ntemper.
ed mortar the prophet denounces in
that home wall,

T need not tell you that there are
omewally all oracked, never proper.
ly cementod indood-—husband and wife
o wead and ohild at

ed mortar that # shall fall.”

Do not blame Heaven for the oatas-
trophe. but put the blame juet where
it should be put, on the architeots, the
contractors, the cement manufacturers,

variance, brotham and a'sters at vari.
ance, members of the wame family ot
varlance,  And T need not fell you
of the way things are daubed over to
he'n appearances, of the white-washing

of the outside to make things look
better than they ais, But some day
there is a storm, an earthquake and
down things go in a heap. And so
the word here is, and it is just the word
home-builders want to hear: “S8ay unto
them that daub it with untempered mor-
tar, that it shall fall.”

There is not time to eay all that one
wante to say, but this let me say, that
the thing called temper has so 1uch
to do in home-building. Untempered
mortar—that is the tronble whare many
a once sightly home lies a heap to-day.
Tougue and temper did it.

Business Builders

A word to yon. Tt is in place There
are businesses that have stood the test
of years, that have come through ter-
rible financial upheavals. and Thave
come throngh them unshaken. and not
only unshaken, but all the etronger for
them. They began nerhaps in a very
humble and unpretentions wsy. Their
foundations were laid deep and etrong
on the rock of ‘ruth and richteousness.
Homest ~ffort worked hard and p-tient
ly. and nrayer prayed, and Weaven
emiled. There were no bueiness-b~oms
in thoee early days, and no s~andale—
anch as we hear of to.dav And eo
they have elowly grown to he the great

industries that are the nride of the
citv. the glory of the Dominion. Any-
thine »nd everything thev put their

mark oo the countrv ean rely on. and
the nnonle kmow it. The goods they
make and mell. the monufactures thev
tum ont, the buildings they put up. are
not shelle and shama. but cennine, the
honest truth that will etand the weer
and tear of the years. no untemmered
mortar in their cons’=rtion.

Then there are hncinecmes of annther
rort How they broom thines! Thev
well chean. for they mennfacture trach
Thev eall it bread, but it is the hueks
the ewine feed on. and only #it for
swine. Tvervthine in the ehane of fond
ie adulterated. Honeety cannot crom-
nete with them snd =0 is e'bowed out
of the market. Trete thev call them.
eelves, and invite the confidence nf tha
public. and that is not always hard to
get,  Bnt who ean troet them? Thav
sve omel  hetrayere, seducemm, ntter
frande. chear shame. The thing thoy
deal moet in s what the nrophet calle
here untempered mortar, They build
up their anocess with that. Shall they
prosper? 8hall they succeed?  Thev
weem to. Theyv build up fast. They
make money fast. But this ie written,
and it is the word of the Tord, and let
my lipe burn with it: “Say unta them,
the business builders, that davb it with
untemnered mortar, that it shall fall,
and great shall he it fall.”

City Builders

We are building a great city here on
the Banks of the Bt. Lawrence. Tt
ie a great oity now, but it ie to be a
greater city «till, Does it matter, then,
how we build it, and what we build it
of—the masnry and mortar! The
buildings of a eity have their place
and impor‘ance, and it is everything,
in its own place, that they be substan-
tial. If the earthquake that shook the
City of the Golden Gate, should come
here, and shake the oity of Mount
Royal, would it be found, that our edi-
fices are built of untempered mortar,
and that the very first shake would
tumble them all down into a heap of
fallen bricks and stone?! Never so
much building going on all over the
city as today, and never so much need
therefore of inspection to
guard againet fraud in construotion,




