
tlon from tlm control of tho majority, tho rights
of tho minority will not be safo In cither section
of tho province, It you distrust tho action of
tho innjorlty. It Is our duty, Sir, to see that a
question which affects us so dearly as tho educa-
tion of our chlldreu— 11 question which has be-
fore now created no little excitement In Upper
Canada—shall not bo withdrawn from the man-
ngeuKint of the local IcKlnlaturo. We ought not
to deprive thorn of a power which thoy will want
to exorcise, just because they are deprived of 11,

and i)rovoke ii losire on their part to alter the
system. You may rely upon It other religious
bodies will be sure to protest nsulnst any par-
ticular creed having special ric;hts, or an exclu-
sive monopoly of certain privileges, whatever
they inoy be. I should be astonished If any one
In this House would say, either to the I'rotostant
minority lu Lower Canada or to tho Koman
Catholic minority in I'ppcr (^einad.i :

•• Vou art-

not to trust to the justice of the majority."
Have they ever known a country where tho
iiiHj'M'ltv- did not control alTalrs and where the
minority had not to submit ?

Ami yet we nw iisUcd to-diiy to prcveui
tho iiMijoiily ill M.mitdhii ooiUroUin:,' the
iillJilis of tliiit i)roviiu'i', iiltliou'^'li we Imvc
iK'Vir Iciiowii ii civilized country wIum'c ii

Wiis not thi' casL' tliiit tlii> niii.iority foiitrol-
Icd autl the iniiiority submitted. "

lie goes
on :

Does not the majority rule and the minority
submit In England and In France ? I have never
heard of any case where this was not tho case
The minority Is safe against undue encroachment
on Its rights, and I am willing to trust to the
sense of justice of tho majority in Upper Canada
to preserve the religious and educational liber-
ties of the Roman Catholics of Upper Canada. I

am now getting some what advanced in years,
and I am the more anxious to put my opinions
on record, because before! long I shall have the
sali.staction of saying, though perhaps not on the
floor of this House, that I protested against re-
solutions Intended to prevent tho free expression
of opinion by the majority of the people of Upper
Canada, and the exercise of a power which ought
to be entrusted to them.

Wo can see to-dfiy, iu the li;,'lit of e.vpe-
rleiU'O, tile ton sjujii nud inlelji^ieiieo of the
liite .Jolui Sr.Uiliield Maedoiiiild in ilie fore-
eu.stinj; Miiat nii:j:lit he tlio result if tlie

ii.i,'hts of the nia.jority in a province \v(-re

tnlcen away, and tliey Avero not allowed to
cxerei.-ie the liphts that heionj.r to every civi-
lized country. He v/ent on to move a' reso-
lution as follows :—

That the following words be added to the ori-
ginal motion :

—

" .\nd that It be an Instruction to the said
committee to consider whether any constitutional
restriction which shall exclude from the local
legislature of Upper Canada the entire control
and direction of education, subject only to the
approval or disapproval of the general Parlia-
ment, is not calculated to create widespread
dissatisfaction, and tend to foster and create
jealousy and strife between the various religious
bodies In that section of the province."

Ho j;oes on to say :

If hon. gentlemen think they are going to
silence the bitter feelings which have been en-

gendered In Upper Canada In consequence of the
utenipt to malte permanent a certain system of
education, they are nnich mistaken ; and I desire
to have tho expression of tho opinion of the
membsrs of this House on the subject, whether
they tiilnk that tho restriction In the proposed
constitution I have mentioned lu calculated to
bring about harmony, and whether It Is not
belter to let the Catholics of Upper Canada and
the rrotestants of Lower (;ttnada protect tbem-
Bolves, or rather trust for protection to the sense
of Justice of their fellow-subjects.

.\ii hon. gciilleman who (jpiiosed that motion

.said :

Though I am asainst the separate school sys-
ti'tu, 1 am willing to accent this confederation,
even though It penietuates a sn)all number of
.*ci>arate schools. Under the present legislative
tiiilon ue are luiwerlcii-f In any movement for
tlic abrogation nf tlie scp.aniti' svstem ; it is
even very doubtful if we could resist the de-
mands for Its extension. We will not bo in any
worse position under tho new system, and in one
respect wo will have a decided advantage. In thot
no further change can be made by the separate
school advocates. Wo will thus substitute cer-
tainty for uncertainty I deeply regret that the
hon. member should have thought it necessary
for any purpose to move this resolution.

ire did not eonteinplate any fnrtliiT eiianse.s,
I ut lie was wiiliii;,' to act opt wliat was then
in e.viistenco iu Ipper and Lower Canada.

-Ml'. DEVLIX. Wiio In Id thtit laujAuage ?

Mr. SrnOULK. It was Mr. X. Macken-
zie.

-Air. DEVLIX.
^Lacl{cnzio ?

-Mr. WriiOUI.E. Vess. I (idnli so. Nov,-. 1

tliinli I liave made clear two things. The
lii'st is that it was never coiitenmlatod at
confederation to compel every in'oviuc Dial
came into the union to accept separate
schouls. Ipiil only k, .-icce])! the solemn com-
pact made between Upper and Lower Can-
ada, and to act on the imd'Tstamiinir tliat
that compact sliould be carried out. .\cting
on that understandin.ir, in two or three local
(>le(t;oiis in the province of Ontario in which
the school question engaged a great deal
of attention, I steadily refused to say one
\\onl a^ialust separate schools in Upper or
Lower Can.'tda. Ijccause I considered that
inuler tin' solemn compact made at con-
fedi'ratiou, the rights enjoyed by the minor-
ities in tiie two jiroviuces should be main-
tained. But 1 held that it -was never con-
tiinplatod, when confederation was bvonght
about, that similar rights sliould be exUuded
to (Very province that came into the union,
and 1 am .iustified in that belief by the
icsolutions tliat were moved at that "time.
Som(> say that we arc bound not onlv to
,L:ive separ.'ito schools to every province "that
romes into the union, but after it comes iu,
and it engrafts on its statures some m-ivi-
Icge iu regard to schools that may or not
be .iii.miiiabip. that piivileire nnisT remniu
there for ever. I say there Is nothing in the

U'iie lalo Hon, Alexande'-


